W 

"The  election  of  Mr.  Cleveland  will  indicate  that,  sooner  or  later,  the 
shackles  will  fall  from  trade,  as  completely  as  by  the  election  of  Lincoln, 
the  chains  dropped  from  the  slave.  How  Canada  shall  profit  by  an  event 
of  almost  equal  beneficence,  she  must  herself  determine."— Speech  at  St. 
John,  N.  B. 
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" ABnexation  is  unnecessary;  it  is  undesirable;  it  is  in  our  day  impossible." — Speech  at  Toronto 
October,  1890. 

u  The  increasing  number  in  Canada  who  are  talking  about  annexation  to  the  United  States,  should 
ponder  well  the  sentence  from  Horace  :  1  The  short  space  of  life  forbids  the  laying  of  plans  requiring  a 
long  time  for  their  accomplishment.' 

"  In  grasping  for  what  in  fifty  years  may  still  be  a  shadow,  there  is  danger  of  losing  the  substance 
which  is  attainable  in  fire  years.  In  practical  politics  in  Canada,  as  indeed  in  the  United  States,  the 
■early  consummation  of  Political  Union  is  attended  with  the  gravest  difficulties,  especially  should  both 
countries  pursue  a  policy  of  belligerency,  which,  with  this  end  in  view,  one  of  them  is  invited  to  do.  On 
the  other  hand  a  commercial  union,  for  instance  in  the  shape  of  Continental  Free  Trade,  is  early 
possible,  and  is  being  promoted  by  forces  that  are  well  nigh  irresistible," — Speech  at  St.  John,  N.  B., 
October,  1892. 
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The  deep  significance  of  the  verdict,  so  emphatically  rendered  at  the  recent  Presi- 
dential contest  in  the  United  States,  has  an  interest  tor  Canada  almost  as  great  as 
for  the  Union  itself.  Certainly  Canada  has  an  interest  far  greater  than  any  other 
foreign  country,  though  nearly  all  outside  nations  are  concerned  in  it. 

If  this  verdict  means  anything,  it  means  for  the  United  States  an  era  of  free  raw 
material  and  cheapened  food  products.  These  are  the  essential  elements  of  that 
foreign  trade,  which  it  is  the  determined  policy  of  the  Democratic  party  to  build  up. 
Free  raw  material  and  food  products  Canada  can  supply  to  an  extent  and  to 
greater  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  to  herself,  than  is  possible  to  any 
other  outlying  territory.  Hence  a  new  and  most  important  opportunity  may  open 
out  for  the  Dominion.  Clearly  the  wise  policy  announced  by  Mr.  Cleveland,  that 
he  will  not  in  his  Free  Trade  crusade  needlessly  disturb  existing  and  vested  interests 
created  by  Protection,  hardly  applies  to  natural  products,  raw  material,  or  food 
supplies.  Freedom  in  all  these  will  be  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in  fulfilment  of  a 
policy  that  has  for  its  purpose  the  unshackling  of  trade,  especially  where  it  can  be 
done  without  injury,  and  with  positive  benefit  to  the  vast  mass  of  the  people. 

But  the  question  with  regard  to  Canada  will  be  whether  the  barriers  are  to  be  taken 
down  on  one  side  only.  While  it  will  be  most  desirable  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  admit  freely  raw  material  and  food  products,  it  will  be  equally  desirable 
to  open  up  new  markets  in  exchange  for  these — not  new  markets  for  natural 
products,  but  markets  for  manufactures  into  which  these  natural  products  find 
their  way.  Certainly  it  will  not  fulfil  the  idea  of  the  Democrats  of  Freedom  of  Trade 
if  the  freedom  is  on  one  side  only.  Unless  goods  or  merchandise  are  exchanged  for 
what  Canada  has  to  sell,  there  can  be  no  freedom  of  trade  with  Canada.  If  money 
alone  is  to  be  the  medium  of  exchange,  then  there  is  little  prospect  of  an  increased 
trade  between  the  two  countries,  as  the  outcome  of  the  new  policy  hereafter  and 
for  a  long  time  to  prevail  in  the  United  States. 

The  result  will  be,  that  in  order  to  get  into  commercial  contact  with  the  United 
States,  even  under  changed  conditions,  the  policy  of  Canada  will  have  to  be  reversed. 
A  "  reciprocity  of  tariffs "  will  have  to  precede  a  "reciprocity  of  trade,"  as  the 
position  of  the  two  countries  is  likely  to  be  completely  changed,  and  Sir  John 
Macdonald's  celebrated  play  upon  these  words  will  hereafter  have  a  different  signifi- 
cance than  when  they  were  uttered. 

The  United  States,  under  the  new  policy  now  to  be  inaugurated,  will  be  the  best 
market  in  the  world  for  Canada.  Her  natural  resources,  so  enormous  and  so  varied ; 
her  agricultural  output,  susceptible  of  vast  expansion  ;  her  abundant  room  for 
immigration,  and  her  eventual  advantages  as  a  great  manufacturing  nation,  need 
precisely  the  opening  which  the  United  States  is  now  likely  to  afford.  Meantime 
Canada  is  a  market  for  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  exchange 
for  these  advantages,  it  is  natural  she  should  demand.  This  market,  it  is  realized,  is 
susceptible  of  great  expansion,  if  a  growth  goes  forward  in  the  North  with  a  rapidity 
equal  to  that  which  has  occurred  in  the  United  States.  This  growth  has  resulted 
from  ever  widening  areas,  large  immigration,  and  the  development  of  natural  resources, 
three  conditions  which  alone  can  find  further  play  in  the  portion  of  the  continent 
withm  the  British  Possessions.  It  will  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  Americans 
should  not  share  with  the  Canadians  all  the  benefits  derivable  from  consequences 
following  such  a  development.  Hence  a  perfect  and  free  exchange  must  be  at  the 
basis  of  the  bargain,  commencing  with  raw  material  and  food  products,  with  such 
manufactures  as  already  are  possessed  by  Canada,  in  exchange  for  the  manufactures 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  food  products  as  Canada  needs  from  them. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  period  is  a  momentous  one,  aud  that  discussion 
is  desirable  of  what  is  best  for  Canada,  of  what  is  best  for  the  United  States,  and 
equally  what  is  best  for  Great  Britain.    With  that  in  view,  there  are  submitted  in  the 
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following  pages  some  points,  from  Addresses  recently  delivered  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  bearing  upon  this  subject,  and  which,  though  spoken  prior  to  the  recent 
election,  are  applicable  with  redoubled  force  to  existing  conditions. 

An  important  change  impends  in  relation  to  the  Canadian  Question  iu  the  United 
States.  Not  only  will  a  party  be  in  power  that  is  animated  by  a  totally  differeut 
principle  in  regard  to  trade  with  outside  countries,  but  one  of  its  beliefs  is  that  the 
regulation  of  the  tariff  resides  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  not  either  in  the 
Senate  or  the  Executive.  These  two  latter  branches  of  the  Government  are  the  parties 
alone  concerned  in  concluding  Treaties  of  Reciprocity,  in  which  heretofore  the  House 
of  Representatives  has  had  little  or  nothing  to  say.  Hence,  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada  will  not  longer  be  the  subject  of  Diplomacy,  but 
rather  of  Legislation.  Inasmuch  as  the  creation  of  the  McKinley  Tariff  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  Foster  Tariff  on  the  other,  were  not  the  subjects  of  treaty,  neither  will 
their  modification,  or  total  repeal  so  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  render  it  necessary 
to  bring  in  the  resources  of  Diplomacy.  A  simple  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  Parliament  on  the  other,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  effect  an  arrangement 
between  the  two  countries  of  the  most  far  reaching  character,  and  in  the  highest  degree 
beneficial.  The  question,  therefore,  assumes  a  shape  more  resembling  real  Free  Trade 
by  the  obliteration  of  the  Tariff  rather  than  Reciprocity  by  Treaty.  Reciprocity, 
exemplifying  a  recent  tenet  in  the  belief  of  the  Republican  Party,  is  not  likely  to  be 
popular  with  the  Democrats,  who,  regarding  it  as  a  leaf  filched  from  the  free  trade 
primer,  will  likely,  after  March  next,  relegate  it  as  far  as  possible  to  the  position  of  a 
back-number. 

To  meet  these  important  changes  and  to  give  a  broader  and  better  designation  to  a 
possible  solution  of  all  the  difficulties  between  Canada  and  the  United  States,  it  has 
been  suggested  that  the  term  Continental  Free  Trade  would  more  completely  meet 
the  conditions  existing  than  either  Unrestricted  Reciprocity  or  Commercial  Union. 
To  Canada  the  results  will  be  the  same  in  the  enlargement  of  her  market  and  the  broad- 
ened opportunity  for  purchases.  Equally  to  the  United  States  the  result  of  Conti- 
nental Free  Trade  would  be  highly  advantageous,  for  looking  to  Mexico*  on  the  one 
side  and  to  the  British  Possessions  on  the  other,  there  will  be  found  a  ready-made 
opportunity  for  testing  the  benefits  of  enlarged  commercial  intercourse,  without  at 
all  imperilling  interests  created  by  the  policy  of  Protection. 

It  was  believed  that  in  a  new  discussion  of  these  important  topics,  an  attempt 
might  be  successful  to  eliminate  party  politics  entirely.  Political  rancour  has 
to  a  large  degree  subsided,  so  far  as  trade  questions  were  concerned  ;  and  if  it  were 
possible  to  look  at  purely  business  matters  from  a  purely  business  point  of  view,  and 
to  discuss  the  whole  question  as  an  economic  one,  a  desirable  result  might  be  attained. 
The  announcement  of  this  disposition  was  cordially  responded  to,  notably  in  one 
instance  by  fifty  business  men,  the  most  prominent  in  Halifax,  who,  irrespective  of 
party,  awarded  a  most  hearty  welcome  to  the  writer  of  these  lines,  and  who  thereby 
pledged  him  to  a  discussion  of  the  trade  question,  that  should  be  impartial,  dis- 
passionate, and  inoffensive.  How  far  that  pledge  was  adhered  to  the  reader  of  the 
following  pages  must  judge. 

The  large  audiences  that  everywhere  greeted  the  speaker  (limited  only  by  the  size  o^ 
the  halls  in  which  the  meetings  were  held) ;  the  quick  apprehension  and  ready  response 
to  the  points  made;  the  intensity  of  interest  manifested  till  the  last  words  were  uttered 
of  long  addresses  full  of  business  details ;  and  above  all  the  exceeding  courtesy, 
heartiness,  and  hospitality,  irrespective  of  party,  everywhere  extended  tothespeaker, 
made  it  apparent,  to  him  at  least,  that  a  deep  concern  abides  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Canadian  people  as  to  their  future.  It  did  more,  it  confirmed  him  in  the  conviction 
now  long  held,  that  an  eager  desire  exists  for  the  closest  trade  relations  with  their 
Cousins  across  the  border. 

Station  Island,  N.  Y.,  November,  1892. 


*See  recent  letter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Ryan,  United  States  Atinister  to  Mexico. 
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HOW   IT  WOULD   BENEFIT   GREAT  BRITAIN. 


At  Halifax,  N.  S.,  October 


Columbus  Commemoration  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Wiman  said  that  it  seemed  appropriate  at  this 
period  in  the  history  of  this  continent,  -when  there 
was  being  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  its  dis- 
covery by  Columbus,  that  in  this  portion  of  it.  -which 
was  really  the  fii  st  discovered,  there  should  be  some 
discussion  as  to  the  results  of  that  great  .event.  It 
was  a  period  in  which  it  might  with  some  propriety 
be  said  that  an  inventory  was  in  order,  a  stock 
taking,  as  to  results,  as  to  possessions,  profits  and 
prospects,  so  as  to  discover  whether  the  best  that 
conld  be  done  on  this  continent  had  been  done. 

Throughout  the  United  States  in  the  past  week 
there  had  been  a  wonderful  demonstration  of 
satisfaction  and  joy  in  commemoration  of  this  great 
event.  Next  year  at  Chicago  a  most  stupendous 
object  lesson  was  to  be  given  to  the  world  as  show- 
ing some  of  the  results  of  this  great  discovery.  It 
was  significant  that  this  was  undertaken  and  car 
ried  forward  by  the  lesser  half  of  the  continent,  and 
that  in  the  greater  half,  included  in  Canada,  there 
seemed  to  be  an  apathv  and  an  indifference  that  was 
painful  in  comparison.  Was  it  because  the  portion 
of  the  continent  within  the  British  Possessions 
was  a  less  valuable  one  than  that  South  of  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  two?  It  was  well 
known  that  this  was  not  the  case. 

Perhaps  it  was  because  there  had  been  less  de- 
velopment, and  hence  less  ground  for  rejoicing; 
because  there  was  less  wealth,  hence  less  money 
to  spend ;  because  there  was  vastly  less  population, 
hence  less  enthusiasm  ;  and  that  the  two  sections 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  which  held  the  continent 
together  in  common,  had  different  cause  for  rejoic- 
ing in  the  immense  growth  and  development  of  the 
one,  and  the  stunted  and  slow  growth  of  tie  other 

Relations  between  United  States  and  Canada 
Dwarfs  all  Other  Questions. 
No  question  exceeds  in  importance,  either  in  tho 
United  States  or  Canada,  the  relations  that  will 
hereafter  exist  between  these  two  countries.  To- 
gether they  hold  the  contiLent  of  North  America, 
••  whose  whole  history  shows  it  to  be  the  last  best 
gift  of  Providence  to  mankind."  The  commemora- 
tion of  its  discovery  by  Columbus,  celebrated  in 
the  lesser  half  of  the  continent  with  great  acclaim, 
with  measureless  content  and  righteous  self-con- 
gratulation, seems  a  time  opportune  for  a  discussion 
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as  to  the  future  destiny  of  the  Greater  Half  of  the 
vast  contribution  to  the  good  of  mankind  made  by 
the  great  navigator,  four  hundred  years  ago. 

It  seems  equally  proper  that  the  discussion 
should  commence  in  Canada  itself,  and  within  that 
portion  of  the  continent  where,  notwithstanding 
enormous  latent  wealth,  a  splendid  geographical 
location,  and  wherein  resided  an  industrious  and 
patient  people,  in  wh  ch  nevertheless  there  is  less 
cause  for  rejoicing,  less  enthusiasm,  and  perhaps 
more  sentiment  and  more  prejudice  than  elsewhere 
exist.  Hence  the  attempt  is  now  made  in  the 
Obief  centres  of  the  maritime  Provinces,  being  the 
first  portions  of  the  continent  really  occupied,  to 
opon  a  discussion  as  to  the  future  policy  hereafter 
to  prevail  in  the  British  North  American  Posses- 
sions with  special  reference  to  the  United  States. 

Individual  interests  in  great  variety  and  number ; 
the  field  of  opportunity  for  the  new  generations  ; 
matters  of  gra  <e  national  concern  ;  the  increase  of 
internal  commerce;  the  prosperity  of  numerous 
localities;  and  especially  the  f  ature  food  supply  of 
the  world,  are  all  involved  in  the  greater  rapidity 
of  development  of  the  great  north-land  included  in 
the  British  Possessions  in  North  America.  The 
possibilities  in  those  regions  of  vast  material  gain, 
of  enrichment  to  the  participants  in  their  develop- 
ment and  in  good  to  mankind  at  large,  are  measured 
by  the  development  and  growth  of  the  southern 
half  of  the  continent  included  within  the  United 
States. 

To  discuss  these  features,  and  to  help  toward  the 
consummation  of  some  reasonable  and  feasible 
business  plan  by  which  the  two  sections  may  be 
early  brought  closer  together  in  trade  relations,  is 
the  object  sought  on  this  occasion. 

Discovery  of  America  Important  to  All  Man- 
kind. 

Of  all  events  in  the  history  of  the  world  the 
discovery  of  America  was  the  most  important. 
To  humanity  at  large  it  is  a  revelation  which  as 
Emerson  said  is  the  "last  best  gift  of  Providence 
to  mankind  "  A  New  World  bo  vast  in  extent,  so 
varied  in  climate,  so  full  of  resources  for  the  good 
of  humanity,  so  attractive  in  evet  y  way,  was  indeed 
a  boon  to  the  Old  World.  In  almost  every  thing 
that  makes  for  happiness,  America  has  contributed, 
and  to  imagine  a  condition  of  the  world  without 


6  CONTINENTAL 

America  to-day  is  to  imagine  almost  hopelessness 
for  humanity. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  thought  iu  connection 
■with  the  question  of  food  for  the  human  race  is 
that  brought  forth  by  Malthus,  who  before  the  de- 
velopment of  America  maintained  that  as  popula- 
tion increased  with  so  much  greater  rapidity  than 
the  possibility  of  production,  that  wars  were  an  ab- 
solute necessity  in  order  to  decimate  the  population, 
and  that  the  propagation  of  the  species  was  little 
else  than  barbarity.  The  discovery  of  the  vast 
regions,  of  which  this  Province  is  a  wharf -like  pro- 
jection, removed  the  dreadful  apprehension  that  in 
time  the  populace  could  net  gather  from  the  earth 
sufficient  food  to  sustain  it.  Hence,  even  in  this 
respect  can  the  blessedness  of  the  discovery  be 
realized. 

America  Most  Important  to  Great  Britain. 

All  the  world  has  thus  been  benefited,  but  to  no 
nation  has  the  discovery  of  America  been  so  signi- 
ficant and  so  full  of  advantage  as  to  Great  Britain. 
The  great  central  fact  that  the  language  of  Ameri- 
ca is  the  English  language  is  a  supreme  testi- 
mony to  the  connection  between  the  two  countries. 
The  discovery  of  Cabot,  as  commissioned  by  an 
English  King,  established  for  all  time  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  seal  npon  this  continent.  It  was  fortunate 
that  a  great  bank  of  clouds  should  have  caused 
Columbus  to  steer  toward  the  South,  and  that  he 
first  made  his  landing  at  a  point  so  low  down  in 
latitude  that  that  region  became  the  home  of  the 
Latin  race ;  while  Cabot,  with  his  sturdy  courage 
steered  northward,  and  thus  planted  here  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  It  was  the  Providence  of  God 
indeed,  that  the  northern  regions  of  this  vast  conti- 
nent were  freed  from  blight,  indolence  and  treach- 
ery which  characterized  the  introduction  of  the 
Latin  race  in  the  Southern  Republics. 

It  was  beyond  all  question  a  contribution  to  the 
progress  of  mankind  that  in  the  Northern  and  more 
vigorous  regions  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  had  an  op- 
portunity for  development,  which  in  the  history  of 
the  world  had  never  before  been  offered.  Thus, 
whatever  success  has  been  achieved  in  the  United 
States,  whatever  growth  in  material  wealth  for  the 
benefit  of  the  world,  whatever  lessons  of  self  gov- 
ernment, of  progress  and  of  civilization,  must 
be  attributed  to  the  force  and  vigor  of  the  English 
speaking  people.  Great  Britain  has  been  glorified 
to  a  degree  far  greater  by  the  achievements 
on  American  soil,  than  by  the  achievements  in 
any  portion  of  the  globe.  Hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  happy  homes  have  been  created  and  are 
preserved  inviolate  by  English  laws.  Justice  is 
administered,  the  possession  of  property  main- 
tained, individual  rights  rendered  safe,  and  civiliza- 
tion in  its  most  advanced  forms  founded  upon 
English  Jurisprudence.  The  intelligence  of  the 
people  and  their  love  of  liberty,  their  intellectual 
development  and  their  business  success,  are  the 
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fruits  of  the  teachings  of  English  authors.  Every- 
where and  in  every  direction  are  seen  the  in- 
fluences of  England  on  this  continent. 

Outlet  for  the  Irish  People. 

Then  what  a  tremendous  advantage  has  resulted 
in  the  outlet  which  was  given  for  the  English  and 
Irish  people  in  this  direction.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, that  there  had  been  no  emigration  from 
Ireland,  and  that  the  same  fecundity  had  existed 
among  that  people  there  as  elsewhere,  what  would 
have  been  the  condition  of  Ireland  to-day?  She 
would  have  been  powerless  to  sustain  her  popu- 
lace ;  and  while  England  has  had  trouble  enough 
with  the  handful  that  remain,  what  might  have 
been  the  condition  of  affairs  had  she  been  compelled 
to  govern  the  enormous  population,  which  by 
this  time  would  have  inhabited  the  Green  Isle  1 

But  what  has  been  the  fate  encountered  by  those 
Irishmen  who  have  emigrated  and  their  children  ? 
Where  in  all  the  world  has  there  been  an  improve- 
ment eo  visible  as  in  America  in  the  Irish  racel 
Unable  apparently  to  govern  themselves  in  their 
own  land,  they  have  attained  the  great  privilege  of 
controlling  the  only  self-governing  nation  on  the 
globe !  The  progress  of  the  Irish  people  in  America 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  studies 
of  the  time.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  stimulant 
in  American  air  to  their  intellectual  development, 
and  the  growth  and  power  of  the  Irish  people 
throughout  New  England,  the  Middle  States  and 
the  Western  States  is  the  political  feature  of  the 
hour. 

A  Tribute  to  the  Irish  Servant  Girl. 

No  better  illustration  of  the  forces  at  work  in 
Ameiica  among  the  Irish  people  is  found  than  in 
the  enormous  remittances  that  for  years  have  been 
made  by  servant  girls  in  America  to  their  relatives 
in  Ireland.  The  result  of  these  remittances  was  the 
almost  wholesale  exodus  of  the  Irish  people,  so  that 
the  movement  which  has  taken  place  of  assimilating 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  Irish  people  into  the 
American  nationality  was  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  this  humble  class.  No  one  can  con- 
template the  history  of  the  Irish  servant  giil  of 
North  America,  without  the  greatest  admiration 
Humble  in  her  efforts,  faithful,  virtuous,  and 
honest  to  a  degree,  her  efficiency  and  devqtion 
has  been  almost  univeisal;  while  her  thrift  and 
saving  has  found  an  illustration,  not  only  in  the 
exodus  of  her  own  people  to  America  through 
her  aid,  but  in  the  enormous  accumulations  in 
the  shape  of  savings  which  now  stand  to  her 
credit.  In  the  city  of  New  York  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  savings  banks,  foots  up  to  the 
enormous  figures  of  375  millions  of  dollars,  and  it 
is  alleged  that  at  least  100  millions  of  this  money 
is  the  property  of  the  Irish  servant  girl.  If  this  is 
so  in  New  York,  may  it  not  be  in  proportion  dupli- 
oated  all  over  the  country  1 
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The  influence  of  this  class  of  the  Irish  race,  the 
happy  homes  it  has  created,  the  efficient  ser- 
vice it  has  rendered,  are  alt  testimonies  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain. 
Contemplate  what  would  have  been  the  result  to 
the  Irish  race  had  not  the  continent  of  North 
America  been  opened  to  their  usefulness. 


The  Influence  of  the  Irish  Politician. 

Then  as  to  the  Iiish  navvy,  need  it  be  said  that 
he  has  been  more  useful  in  building  up  the  United 
States  than  any  other  instrumentality.  The  canals, 
railroads,  and  other  public  works  are  the  direct 
result  of  his  hands,  and  while  he  has  disappeared 
as  a  navvy,  he  now  comes  forth  as  a  contractor, 
and  a  boss  of  the  Italian,  the  Pole,  and  the  Russian 
that  comes  in  this  direction. 

It  is  said  that  in  New  York  an  Irishman  with 
four  children  is  more  powerful  than  half  a  dozen 
Americans.  First,  because  owning  the  corner  gro- 
cery or  the  saloon,  he  has  access  to  more  votes  than 
his  Amerioan  neighbor.  Ne^t,  his  daughter  being 
a  school  teacher,  one  of  his  sons  a  contractor  and 
the  other  a  policeman,  be  does  more  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  his  immediate  vicinity  than  any  other 
member  of  the  community.  But  it  is  not  alone 
by  Irishmen  as  members  of  the  British  race  thai 
the  policy  of  the  country  has  been  more  or  less  dic- 
tated. Englishmen  with  strong  intellectual  force, 
especially  in  speakers  and  orators,  and  Scotchmen 
with  their  far-sighted  shrewdness  and  ability,  have 
contributed  greatly 'to  the  success  of  that  country. 
It  is  true  that  the  German  element,  and  more  re- 
cently the  Scandinavian,  Polish  and  Russian 
immigration  has  somewhat  submerged  the  English 
and  Scotch,  but  the  steady  stream  that  sets  in 
this  direction  from  Great  Britain  is  a  constant 
evidence  of  the  attractiveness  of  this  region  to  the 
English  people. 

American  Protection,  England's  Safety. 

Aside,  however,  from  the  contributions  to  popu- 
lation by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  home  which  has  thus  been  provided  for  so  many 
of  her  people,  with  the  enlarged  opportunity  which 
has  thus  been  afforded  them,  the  indirect  advantage 
to  Great  Britain  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  almost  beyond  estimate.  The  United 
States  are  by  all  odds  the  beat  customers  of  Great 
Britain.  It  is  true  that  the  policy  of  the  States  in 
recent  years  has  been  towards  building  up  her 
own  industries,  and  shutting  out  the  products  of 
the  old  world.  1  here  has  been  a  severe  and  bitter 
commercial  contest  waging  between  them  for  su- 
premacy within  the  markets  of  the  United  States, 
but  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  during  this 
conflict  England  has  had  almost  entire  possession  j 
of  the  markets  of  the  world,  [t  is  most  fortunate 
tor  England  that  this  policy  has  been  pursued,  for  I 


had  the  same  development  in  the  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States  taken  place  as  has  occurred  in 
her  internal  commerce,  and  the  principles  of  free; 
trade  been  a  s  successfully  applied  as  those  of  protec- 
tion, the  foreign  commerce  of  Great  Britain  would 
have  been  seriously  affected.  Indeed,  there  are 
those  who  look  with  apprehension  upon  any  change 
of  policy  in  the  United  States  by  which  the  cost  of 
production  will  be  materially  reduced  by  decline  of 
taxation,  for,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain  said  to  the 
speaker,  "No  disaster  could  be  greater  than  to 
have  the  United  States  enter  foreign  markets  on 
equal  terms  of  production  with  Great  Britain." 

The  presence  in  the  United  States  of  enormous 
supplies  of  raw  material,  of  cheap  food,  of  great 
development  in  machinery,  of  abundant  coal  and 
nearness  to  the  markets  of  the  world,  would  make 
them  a  competitor  against  England  of  the  keenest 
kind.  Hence,  while  there  may  be  some  feeling  of 
animosity  created  by  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  against  England  for  the  control  of  her  own 
market,  there  ought  to  be  a  sense  of  gratitude  that 
up  to  this  time,  this  vast  country  has  not  competed 
with  or  injured  Great  Britain  in  foreign  markets. 


United  States  Britain's  Best  Customer. 

But,  even  with  a  protective  policy  and  an  at- 
tempted commercial  isolation,  the  United  States  is 
by  all  odds  the  greatest  customer  of  Great  Britain. 
Importing  as  the  United  States  do  no  less  an 
aggregate  than  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  worth 
of  goods  a  year,  a  very  large  proportion  of  this 
enormous  amount  comes  from  the  British  Isles,  and 
all  of  it  is  paid  for  through  their  instrumentality. 
A  thousand  million  dollars  a  year  is  a  vast  sum  of 
money,  and  these  who  think  that  the  MoKinley 
Bill,  and  the  general  policy  of  the  United  States 
has  isolated  her  need  only  consider  how  enormous 
are  thesa  figures,  aggregating  almost  three  millions 
of  dollars  a  day  of  imports.  What  is  most  wonder- 
ful, too,  is  that  notwithstanding  the  exactions  of 
the  McKinley  Bill  these  imports  are  increasing- 
very  rapidly.  For  it  is  a  fact,  which  very  few  have 
yet  realized,  that  the  provisions  of  that  bill  greatly 
enlarged  the  free  list,  and  while  it  put  up  the  duty 
on  many  articles,  it  reduced  it  on  a  great  many 
others. 

Britain's  Profits  from  the  American 
Carrying  Trade. 

But  it  is  not  alone  in  imports  from  Great  Britain 
that  the  United  States  is  her  best  customer,  for  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  almost  the  entire  carry, 
ing  trade  between  Europe  and  America  contributes 
to  Great  Britain.  None  realize  better  than  the 
people  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  what  are  the  possi- 
ble profits  upon  an  enormous  volume  of  shipping. 
The  immense  investment  Great  Britain  has  made 
in  Atlantic  liners  which  run  like  daily  ferries 
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■between  New  York  and  Liverpool  is  at  once 
an  evidence  of  the  success  and  stability  of  this 
trade.  There  is  in  no  department  of  human  activity 
a  better  investment  than  in  the  ocean-going  craft 
between  England  and  America.  In  this,  of  course, 
is  included  very  largely  the  shipping  between 
Germany  and  New  York,  which,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  has  been  mainly  constructed  upon  the 
Clyde  and  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain,  and  further 
that  many  of  the  ships  hailing  from  Continental 
ports  are  manned  by  English  officers  and  English 
seamen,  and  that  they  almost  invariably  touch  at 
British  ports,  to  procure  their  supplies  from 
British  merchants  or  manufacturers.  In  all  the 
range  of  investments  there  is  nothing  more  striking 
than  the  growth  of  the  Maritime  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  no  portion  of  the  world  is  it 
so  large,  so  profitable,  and  involving  interests  so 
important  as  to  the  United  States. 

The  business  in  which  these  great  ships  are  en- 
gaged is  altogether  profitable  to  Great  Britain. 
First,  because  they  bring  out  goods  on  which  there 
Is  a  profit,  going  directly  into  the  British  pocket ; 
second,  because  they  take  back  produce  which 
is  absolutely  essential  to  her  existence.  It  has 
"been  said  that  there  was  only  one  way  in  which 
the  British  Nation  conld  be  conquered,  and  that 
was  to  surround  it  with  a  cordon  of  ships  and  pre- 
vent supplies  of  fooa  from  reaching  it.  The  British 
Nation  never  can  be  beaten  in  an  open  field ;  the 
only  mode  of  conquest  would  be  by  starvation. 
Blot  out  the  ships  that  are  running  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  and  this  disaster  would  over- 
take the  British  people.  The  sustentation  of  human 
life  in  the  British  Isles  is  more  dependent  upon 
America  than  upon  any  other  region.  The  growth 
of  corn  in  the  Western  States,  which  finds  its  out- 
growth in  provisions,  bacon,  hams,  and  beef, 
together  w,ith  direct  supplies  of  breadstuff's, 
and,  more  than  anything  else,  cotton  and  other 
raw  material,  forms  the  basis  of  British  prosperity. 

Extravagant  American  Tourists. 

Bat  these  ships  perform  still  a  nobler  and  a 
higher  service,  and  that  is  the  transportation  to 
the  shores  of  Europe  of  vast  numbers  of  Americans 
-who  yearly  travel  in  that  direction,  the  ntimber 
constantly  increasing  and  the  results  in  the  shape 
of  expenditure  being  the  best  contributions  in  the 
shape  of  expenditures  Great  Britain  receives.  The 
great  hotels  which  havejgone  up  in  London,  recent- 
ly, and  indeed  in  all  the  larger  cities,  are  an  illus- 
tration of  the  extent  of  this  travel.  The  English 
hotel  was  a  mere  tavern  until  the  American  de- 
mand developed,  but  now  such  great  edifices  as 
the  Metropole,  the  Victoria,  the  Grand,  the  Savoy, 
the  Shaftesbury,  the  Langham,  and  other  hostelries 
are  evidences  of  the  growth  and  expenditure, 
while  British  retail  merchants  thrive,  prosper  and 
fatten  upon  the  liberality  and  extravagance  of  the 
Americans. 


The  United  States'  Contribution  to  British 
Incomes. 

Still  further  and  greater  contributions  than  all 
this,  however,  are  found  in  the  enormous  sums 
which  are  now  remitted  to  London  from  the  Unite* 
States  in  the  shape  of  interest.  The  extent  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  Great  Britain  is  the  boast  of 
every  patriot,  and  the  sums  realized  from  the  profits 
on  this  vast  trade  with  the  world  is  a  matter  of 
astonishment  and  pride  to  every  economic  student. 
But  vaster  and  much  more  certain  of  return  is  the 
volume  of  interest  which  yearly  comes  to  the 
British  people.  This  interest,  levied  from  every 
nation  under  the  sun,  now  amounts,  it  is  said,  to  a 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  and  of  this  sum 
not  less  than  two  hundred  millions  is  contributed 
directly  from  America. 

The  idea  recently  promulgated  in  London  that  it 
would  be  well  to  tax  American  products  in  order 
that  colonial  products  should  be  encouraged,  and 
those  from  the  United  States  shut  out,  found  one  of 
its  chief  impediments  in  the  fact  that  in  taxing 
American  products  they  diminished  the  chance 
of  American  investments  in  transportation 
facilities,  from  which  a  larger  profit  is  actually 
realized  than  by  the  producer  himself.  Thus 
the  carrier  of  corn  from  Kansas  gets  a  better 
return  than  the  grower  of  corn  in  that  State. 
The  amount  of  British  money  invested  in  American 
railways,  mills,  elevators,  breweries,  mines, 
manufactories  and  steamship  companies,  Is 
almost  greater  than  that  invested  in  England,  and 
the  supreme  folly  of  any  policy  that  would  dim- 
inish the  profit  of  these  great  enterprises  would  be 
simply  suicidal.  It  would  be  difficult,  indeed,  to 
conceive  of  two  nations  whose  interests  are  more 
completely  interlaced,  materially,  morally  and 
intellectually  than  the  two  nations  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  The  one  benefits  the  other 
to  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  relation  or  con- 
nection in  the  world. 


Advantage  to  Britain  Beyond  Estimate. 

Therefore,  the  advantage  conferred  upon  Great 
Britain  by  the  discovery  of  America  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  development  of  the  United  States 
on  the  other,  is  simply  beyond  human  estimate. 
It  has  been  said  that  no  greater  good  fortune  has 
ever  fallen  to  Great  Britain  than  the  secession  and 
the  setting  up  for  themselves  of  the  thirteen  colo- 
nies. If  it  were  advantageous  for  the  whole  world 
that  America  should  be  discovered— if  it  were 
more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  than  to  any 
other  nation  that  in  this  continent  an  enormous 
development  should  take  place,  it  has  certainly 
been  of  still  greater  advantage  that  an  inde- 
pendent nation  has  been  created,  because  that 
development  has  been  greater  and  more  complete 
than  if  the  colonies  had  remained  under  the  control 
of  (ireat  Britain. 
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Declaration  of  Independence  Justified 
by  Events. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  this  vast  common- 
wealth of  the  United  States,  now  composed  of  forty - 
four'nations,  could  ever  have  reached  the  perfection 
of  development -which  has  been  attained  had  it  been 
governed  from  Downing  Street  in  London.  The 
world  at  large  recognizes  this,  and  whether  we 
who  are  Canadians  and  attached  to  the  British 
Crown  by  affection,  lineage  and  interests,  admit  it 
or  not,  the  fact  nevertheless  remains  that  by  inde- 
pendence, self  reliance,  self  government  and  an 
entire  freedom  of  action,  the  United  States  have, 
within  a  hundred  years,  achieved  a  greater  success 
than  elsewhere  in  the  world  has  been  vouchsafed 
to  mankind. 

Just  in  the  measure  of  that  success,  so  far  as 
material  development  is  concerned,  has  the  advan- 
tage been  to  Great  Britain.  The  growth  and  pro- 
gress of  the  United  States  has  been  almost  as 
much  to  the  relative  benefit  of  Great  Britain 
as  to  the  United  States  themselves,  and  the 
enormous  increase  in  traffic,  in  importation,  in  re- 
mittances and  in  profits  which  Great  Britain  re- 
alizes from  the  Continent  of  North  America,  is 
more  to  be  attributed  to  their  freedom  and  liberality 
of  institutions  than  to  almost  anything  else. 

Out  of  sixty-five  millions  of  people  in  the  United 
States  to-day,  not  a  hundred  thousand  would  argue 
in  favor  of  going  back  to  colonial  existence,  and  not 
one  quarter  even  of  this  limited  number  would 
testify  as  a  fact  lhat  a  mistake  had  been  made 
when  a  complete  severance,  commercially  and  poli- 
tically, was  consummated  between  the  United 
States  and  England.  Therefore,  at  this  hour,  when 
we  are  all  thinking  of  the  wonderful  results  of  the 
discovery  of  America,  there  are  three  great  conclu- 
sions which  must  force  themselves  upon  the  mind. 
The  first  is  that  the  discovery  of  America  was  of 
enormous  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  that  its 
development,  so  rapid  and  eo  fruitful,  has  been  the 
greatest  of  blessings  to  Great  Britain,  and  that 
this  latter  could  not  have  occurred  in  the  measure 
which  has  been  achieved,  but  for  the  secession  of 
1776. 

The  conquest  of  one  country  by  another  through 
commerce  is  well  illustrated  in  the  history  of  the 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  Certainly,  so  far  as  advantages  arising  out 
of  conquest  are  concerned,  Great  Britain  has 
gained  infinitely  more  by  free  dom  in  America  than 
she  would  have  dene  by  continued  colonial  exist- 
ence. This  is  well  illustrated  by  a  quotation  in 
the  forthcoming  number  of  the  North  American 
Review  by  Mr.  Blaine  from  the  speeches  of  the 
younger  Pitt  when  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  effect  that,  in  the  eight  years  follow- 
ing the  close  of  the  War  of  Independence,  Great 
Britain  had  acquired  so  large  a  commerce  with 
America  as  to  be  much  more  advantageous  to  her 
than  had  America  remained  a  dependency  of  the 
British  Crown.  In  other  words,  that  the  conquest 


by  commerce  was  far  more  advantageous  to  Great 
Britain  than  any  benefit  that  could  have  accrued 
to  her  through  a  conquest  by  war. 

Retention  of  British  Possessions. 

It  is  true  that  in  reaching  such  a  conclusion 
there  is  a  reflection  upon  the  policy  which  dictated 
the  retention  under  British  control  of  the  still 
Greater  Half  of  the  continent,  but  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  this  reflection  is  correct.  Great  Britain 
realizes  many  advantages  from  her  possessions  in 
North  America.  Her  moral  influence  before  the 
world  has  been  immensely  benefited  by  the  extent 
of  area  of  her  Empire,  and  as  Canada  comprises 
no  less  than  forty  per  cent,  cf  that  area,  the 
force  which  has  given  her  control  in  the  affairs 
of  the  world  has  been  more  or  less  derived 
from  this  possession.  Nor  is  it  intended  that  there 
should  be  any  reflection  whatever  upon  the  high 
and  honorable  purpose  which  animated  the  United 
Empire  Loyalists  when  they  sacrificed  their  for- 
tunes and  their  futures  in  the  protest  which  they 
made  against  the  American  Revolution,  and  taking 
upon  themselves  all  the  risks  and  burdens  of  a  new 
existence  emigrated  to  this  land.  The  world  has 
never  yet  done  these  men  justice,  nor  has  it  ever 
been  realized  what  an  iufluence  they  have  had  in 
shaping  the  policy  of  the  greater  half  of  the  con- 
tinent. At  this  late  date,  it  does  not  become  anyone 
to  question  the  wisdom  of  the  step,  and  though  it 
might  be  said  that  had  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence included  the  whole  continent  instead  of  half 
of  it,  the  same  measure  of  prosperity  might  have 
permeated  the  whole  continent  as  now  covers  one- 
half  ot  it.  nevertheless,  in  the  Divine  ordering  of 
things,  it  might  have  been  otherwise.  The  area  of 
country  covered  by  the  United  States  has  been 
within  its  grasp.  All  varieties  of  climate,  all  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil,  and  all  classes  of  minerals  were 
within  its  control,  and  the  experiment  of  self- 
government  and  self-development  which  has  taken 
place  was  better  confined  to  half  the  continent  than 
if  it  had  been  scattered  and  dispersed  over  the 
whole  of  it. 

Progress  in  the  United  Slates  Highly  Advan- 
tageous to  the  Mother  Country. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  the  world,  a  lesson 
can  be  learned  that  perhaps  will  be  fruitful  for  all 
time,  and  that  is,  that  nations  such  as  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  having  intimate  relations, 
can  decide  upon  the  future  policy  which  shall 
govern  them  in  developing  the  rest  of  the 
continent.  The  point  to  be  urged,  however,  is  that 
if  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  freeest  development  in  the  United 
States  have  been  of  the  greatest  possible  gain 
to  the  mother  country,  it  follows  that  an  equal  de- 
velopment of  the  northern  half  of  the  continent, 
within  the  British  possessions  themselves,  will  be 
equally  beneficial  to  Great  Britain  {  If  increase  of 
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population,  growth  in  wealth,  the  creation  of  my- 
riads of  happy  homes,  progress  in  science,  the  deve- 
lopment of  all  that  is  best  and  greatest  in  civiliza- 
tion has  been  the  result  in  the  United  States,  should 
not  the  same  result  he  achieved  in  Canada?  The 
two  countries  are  side  by  side  in  the  possession  of 
the  great  continent  that  Columbus  discovered.  In 
the  one,  there  is  a  variety  of  climate  and  product 
which  is  not  possessed  by  the  other.  The  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  created  a  line  of  demarcation 
between  them  and  erected  a  barrier  which,  though 
almost  imperceptible  in  nature,  is  by  policy  as  high 
as  a  mountain  and  as  broad  as  a  sea.  If  by  the  obli- 
teration of  this  barrier  the  two  countries  can  get 
together,  in  products,  in  climate  and  in  mutual 
effort  for  each  otheis  advantage,  what  possible  ob- 
jection can  there  be  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
purpose  ? 

Clearly,  if  Great  Britain  is  benefitted  by  develop- 
ment in  the  Southern  part  of  the  continent,  she 
would  be  equally  benefitted  by  development  in  the 
North.  Clearly  that  development  in  the  North  has 
not  taken  place,  and  cannot  take  place  so  long  as 
the  efforts  of  its  people  are  confined  to  narrow, 
latitudes,  in  which  the  products  are  all  the  same 
in  which  the  impediments  to  trade,  travel  and 
traffic  are  numerous,  and  in  which,  by  the  policy  of 
isolation,  they  are  rendered  almost  impassable. 


The  Continent  Like  the  Human  Hand. 

The  continent  has  always  seemed  to  be  like  a 
great  hand,  the  palm  and  force  of  which  was  the 
United  States,  while  the  fingers  radiating  from  the 
centre  were  the  five  distinctive  divisions  of  the 
Great  North  Land.  Thus  the  little  finger  is  repre- 
sented by  .the  maritime  Provinces,  full  of  the 
greatest  possible  resources— resources  so  great  as 
to  be  designated  by  Governor  Andrew  as  possess- 
ing the  potentialities  of  wealth  in  minerals,  in 
agriculture,  in  timber  and  in  coal  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  combined. 
Then  comes  the  great  Province  of  Quebec,  repre- 
senting the  fourth  finger  in  the  hand,  five  times  as 
large  as  New  York  and  full  of  possibilities  in  her 
people,  her  products,  and  her  latent  power ;  then 
the  third  finger,  representing  the  Province  of  Onta- 
rio, covering  so  vast  an  area  of  the  earth's  surface, 
and  capable  of  trading  with  a  larger  population  in 
the  United  States  than  any  other  country,  because 
she  fronts  a  greater  number  of  commonwealths; 
then,  the  forefinger,  the  wonderful  region  of  the 
Northwest  Provinces  and  Territories,  the  future 
granary  of  the  world;  and  then  the  thumb,  to 
represent  the  richest  Province  under  the  Sun,  Bri- 
tish Columbia.  That  there  should  be  a  barrier  at 
the  base  of  the  fingers,  so  that  they  could  have  no 
contact  with  the  rest  of  the  hand,  is  as  unnatural 
as  it  would  be  that  every  Canadian  boy  should  be 
hampered  with  an  iron  clamp  at  the  b^se  of  his 
fingers,  and  thus  defeat  his  efforts  to  use  his  whole 
hand.  Nature  and  geography  intended  that  all 
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these  regions  should  be  one  commercially,  just  as 
nature  intended  each  individual  on  both  sides  of 
the  border  should  use  his  whole  hand. 

A  Business  Bargain  to  Make  Business 
Possible. 

It  has  pleased  the  Providence  of  God  to  create 
two  nations  on  this  continent.  The  line  of  demar- 
cation that  runs  athwart  the  continent,  south  of  its 
centre,  separates  them  politically  and  commercially. 
It  is  as  well  for  the  United  States  as  it  is  well  for 
Great  Britain  that  this  political  barrier  should  still 
continue  to  exist.  There  are  many  reasons  on  all 
sides  for  its  continuance.  On  another  occasion,  the 
speaker  said  he  would  demonstrate  these  reasons 
and  endeavor  to  make  it  appear  that  no  good  pur- 
pose could  be  served  at  present  by  annexation.  On 
the  contrary,  there  was  much  to  be  said  adverse  to 
that  proposition. 

But  there  5  s  one  plan  by  which,  without  loss  of 
political  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  and  without 
any  eacriQce  of  political  dignity,  a  relation  might  be 
created  between  the  two  people  on  this  continent 
that  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  and  to  none  to  a  greater  degree  than  to 
Great  Britain.  That  plan  is  Continental  Free  Trade 
in  products  of  all  classes,  an  entire  and  complete 
reciprocity  between  the  two  nations  that  hold  the 
continent  in  common.  This  is  the  proposition  of 
Unrestricted  Reciprocity  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  pregnant  with  the  greatest 
possible  consequences  to  both  countries.  The 
measure  of  the  growth  of  the  wealth  of  the  United 
States  is  the  measure  of  the  possible  growth  of  the 
wealth  of  Canada.  This  growth  can  never  take 
place  till  a  market  is  afforded  for  the  products  of 
the  latter.  That  market  exists  directly  alongside, 
extending  over  a  border  line  unparalleled  in 
length.  No  greater  asset  was  ever  possible  to  any 
land  than  the  asset  of  a  market  such  as  the  United 
States  affords.  No  streater  aaset  was  ever  pos- 
sessed by  any  country  than  to  the  United  States 
exists  in  the  possibility  of  the  development  of 
Canada.  It  is  true  that  in  Great  Britain  a  free 
market  is  open  to  Canada  for  all  her  products,  but 
it  is  three  thousand  miles  away.  It  is  true  that  the 
people  of  the  mother  country  need  many  of  the 
things  that  Canada  has  to  spare,  but  she  needs 
them  so  badlv  that  all  the  world  competes  with 
Canada  for  their  supply.  A  totally  different  condi- 
tion exists  in  the  United  States.  The  market  is 
not  three  thousand  miles  away,  but  right  at  your 
own  doors,  a  market  reachable  from  the  Maritime 
Provinces  by  means  of  communication  which 
nature  has  provided,  and  which  requires  the  laying 
of  no  rails,  the  building  of  no  locomotives.  It  is  a 
market  also  for  which  practically  there  is  no  com- 
petitor as  against  Canada,  and  what  is  better  than 
all,  it  is  a  market  that  would  absorb  everything 
that  Canada  can  produce.  In  this  respect  it  has 
the  advantage  of  the  English  market,  because 
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there  are  many  things  that  it  does  not  pay  to 
export  three  thousand  miles,  but  -which  it  is  profit- 
able to  send  a  few  hundred  miles.  Besides  this,  the 
opening  of  the  American  market  does  not  close  the 
British  market,  but  only  augments  the  opportunity 
for  the  Canadian  producer. 

The  Possible  Variety  of  Exchange. 

When  one  recalls  the  efforts  of  the  farmer 
throughout  Canada,  and  realizes  with  what  a  strug- 
gle existence  is  maintained,  it  seems  a  pitiable 
policy  that  restricts  him  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  region,  or  to  a  region  so  distant  as  three 
thousand  miles  away.  Entering  the  farm  yard,  the 
variety  of  his  products  is  found  to  consist  mainly 
of  just  such  things  as  he  can  send  with  profit  to 
the  United  State  s.  In  eggs,  in  poultry,  in  lambs 
and  mutton,  in  veal  and  beef,  in  potatoes  and  ap- 
ples, barley  and  oats,  in  vegetables  and  garden 
fruit,  and  also,  in  hay,  in  grain,  horses  and  cattle, 
in  lumber,  in  timber,  in  coal,  in  iron,  in  copper,  in 
nickel,  in  lead,  in  asbestos,  in  mica,  in  talc,  and  in 
every  natural  product,  there  is  an  opportunity  and 
an  opening  in  the  United  State  market. 

Equally  so  with  Manufactures.  There  never  was 
a  greater  manufacturing  population  in  the  world 
than  the  Canadians.  Industrious  and  frugal,  with 
an  abundant  supply  of  raw  material,  and  in  Quebec, 
and  Ontario  with  an  unlimited  water  power,  they 
possess  the  potentialities  of  profit  in  manufac- 
tures that  no  other  country  in  the  world  possesses. 
With  an  open  market,  and  a  free  and  unrestricted 
access  to  the  wealthiest  and  most  extravagant 
aggregation  of  humanity  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
there  seems  nothing  wanting  to  make  their  career 
most  succesf  ul  and  prosperous  one. 

How  Would  it  Benefit  Britain  ? 

Now,  it  will  be  asked  how  all  this  will  benefit 
Great  Britain,  as  it  would  benefit  the  United  States 
and  Canada?  The  same  relative  development  would 
take  place  if  the  barrier  was  broken  down,  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  as  has  taken  place  in  Massa- 
chusetts. If  Quebec  had  free  access  to  the  country 
south  of  her,  she  would  grow  with  the  same 
rapidity  as  States  in  that  region  have  grown.  If 
Ontario  had  the  same  chance  as  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania, Ontario  would  be  just  as  rich  and  just 
as  prosperous  and  Just  as  progressive  as  those 
two  great  comroouw  ealths.  If  Algoma,  that  mar- 
vellous treasure  box  of  the  continent,  had  the 
same  development  as  Michigan;  if  the  iron  and 
gold  and  copper  from  the  North  Shore  of  Lake 
Superior  had  the  same  stimulant  of  capital,  and  the 
same  market  as  that  on  the  South  Shore  of  the  Lake, 
the  same  marvellous  development  would  have  taken 
place.  If  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  had  the 
same  market  as  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  the  progress 
of  these  northern  regions  would  be  much  greater, 
as  they  are  much  richer,  while  the  growth  of 


British  Columbia,  that  wonderful  land  of  wealth, 
instead  of  being  stunted  and  confined,  would  be 
relatively  as  great  as  that  of  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington. 

Canada  Enriched,  Britain  Benefited. 

If  all  this  occurred,  and  Canada  was  enriched  by 
her  development  and  her  profit.  Great  Britain  would 
feel  the  immediate  effect.  Not  only  would  the  same 
relative  amount  of  importation  take  place  in  Canada 
as  is  now  taking  place  in  the  United  States,  but 
her  people  would  grow  rich,  they  would  be  vh-iting 
in  larger  numbers  the  old  country,  they  would  be 
spending  ten  dollars  where  they  are  now  only  able 
to  spend  one,  and  what  is  greater  and  better,  there 
would  be  afforded  fields  for  investment  on  British 
soil,  under  British  laws,  under  British  administra- 
tion, that  would  be  extremely  attractive  to  the 
British  people.  Already  Canada  yields  to  Great 
Britain  a  revenue  in  interest  of  about  thirty-five 
million  dollars  a  year,  an  amount  equal  to  her 
agricultural  exports.  Every  farmer  that  plows  a 
furrow  plows  it  for  the  English  capitalist;  every 
lamb  that  bleats  upon  the  hillside,  every  horse  tnat 
trots  up  the  lane,  is  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the 
English  money  lender,  and  we  are  just  running 
along  like  a  sleigh  upon  bare  ground,  keeping  our 
heads  above  the  water. 

The  Cause  of  Canada's  Slow  Growth. 

The  payments  for  goods  which  are  imported  into 
Canada,  and  the  payments  for  interest,  far  exceed 
the  exports,  and  yearly  the  balance  is  climbing  up 
which  Canada  has  to  face.  She  needs  a  development 
which  would  enable  her  not  only  to  carry  this 
heavy  burden,  but  to  steadily  increase  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  English  capitalists.  The  mineral 
development  which  it  would  be  possible  to  realize 
from  the  investment  of  large  amounts  of  capital, 
from  increase  of  population,  and  from  the  posses- 
sion of  a  great  market  is  almost  beyond  estimate, 
while  the  attractions  whioh  would  be  afforded  to 
immigration  not  only  in  the  Maritime  Provinoes, 
but  to  the  Dominion  at  large,  would  equal  those 
which  the  United  States  now  affords.  Indeed  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  from  this  time  on, 
towards  immigration,  is  to  restrict  and  diminish  it, 
and  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  Canada  to  accom- 
modate and  sustain  enormous  numbers  of 
Europeans  who  seek  these  shores,  if  by  a  wise 
policy  she  takes  advantage  of  existing  conditions. 

Great  Britain's  Disadvantage. 

What  is  the  disadvantage  to  Great  Biitainarifcing 
from  Continental  Free  Trade  between  the  United 
states  and  Canada'?  The  first  great  disadvantage 
would  be  a  discrimination  against  manufac- 
tured goods  from  Europe,  and  in  favor  of 
those  from  the  United  States.   At  first  sight 


12 


CONTINENTAL  FREE  TRADE. 


this  does  seem  to  be  a  serious  impediment. 
That  one  part  of  the  British  Empire  should  dis- 
criminate against  another  part  of  it,  is  an  obstacle 
■which  i.^  difficult  to  surmount.  But  if  it  can  he 
shown  tbat  by  that  discrimination  ten  dollars 
worth  of  goods  can  be  bought  in  Great  Britain 
where  one  is  now  bought,  that  ten  dollars  of  inter- 
est can  be  paid  where  now  only  one  can  be  afforded, 
is  it  not  wise  to  contemplate  this  discrimination? 
If  the  development  of  the  greater  half  of  the  conti- 
nent can  only  be  achieved  by  a  commercial  bargain 
with  the  rest  of  the  continent,  and  that  commercial 
bargain  implies  that  the  goods  of  the  latter  shall  be 
admitted  free,  should  this  obstacle  f  orever  remain 
in  the  way1? 

When  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  per- 
fectly apprehend  that  there  is  no  possible  develop- 
ment in  the  Northern  half  of  the  continent  equal 
to  that  in  the  Southern  half,  except  the  two  are 
commercially  united,  they  will  readily  understand 
that  if  the  growth  of  the  Northern  part  is  to  equal 
that  which  has  occurred  in  the  Southern  part,  the 
temporary  disadvantage  of  discrimination  is  not  for 
one  moment  to  be  considered. 

Canada  has  already  Discriminated. 

Besides  which,  it  must  be  born  in  mind  that 
Canada  has  alieady  discriminated  very  seriously 
against  English  manufactures.  True,  not  in  favor 
of  the  United  States,  but  in  favor  of  themselves, 
and  so  far  as  the  English  manufacturer  is  con- 
cerned, it  make  s  no  difference  to  him  whether  the 
discriminalion  is  in  favor  of  a  Canadian  or  an  Ame- 
rican. Thus,  the  time  was  when  all  the  sugar  that 
was  consumed  in  Canada  was  refined  in  England. 
It  is  not  v«ry  long  ago  when  all  gray  cottons  used 
throughout  this  vast  Dominion  were  the  product 
of  English  manufacture.  To-day,  not  a  barrel  of 
sugar  or  a  bale  of  cotton  comes  in  this  direction. 
The  English  manufacturer  and  merchant  are  de- 
prived of  the  profit.  It  matters  not  to  him  in  which 
direction  the  profit  goes,  whether  to  the  Canadian 
manufacturer  or  the  manufacturer  of  the  United 
States.  So  far  as  loyalty  to  him  is  concerned  and 
to  British  interests,  it  is  just  as  disloyal  to  put  a 
duty  upon  English  cotton  in  favor  of  the  Canadian 
manufacturer  as  in  favor  of  an  American  manufac- 
turer. If  it  can  be  proved,  however,  that  the  rank 
and  file  of  English  capitalists,  British  investors, 
and  British  manufacturers  would  be  benefitted  by 
a  growth  in  Canada  equal  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  next  fifty  or  a  hund?  ed  years,  there 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  making  clear  that 
the  discrimination  which  Continental  Free  Trade 
would  necessitate  is  in  the  line  of  advantage  to 
Great  Br  itain  rather  than  against  her. 

But  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  United  States 
are  to  continue  in  their  policy  of  commercial  isola- 
tion, and  that  by  joining  them  commercially  Great 
Britain  is  forever  shut  out  from  direot  participation 
by  importation  in  the  prosperity  of  the  United 


States.  It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  Presidential 
election,  which  is  now  to  be  held  within  a  few  days 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
desire  a  change  in  the  policy  which  has  hitherto 
taxed  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  and  that 
the  commercial  policy  hereafter,  if  not  by  direot 
free  trade,  certainly  by  reciprocal  arrangements, 
points  to  a  tendency  towards  a  better  relation  with 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

Obliteration  of  American  Tariff. 

That  the  United  States  tariff  must  come  down  is 
one  of  the  certain  facts  of  the  future,  and  if  by 
trading  freely  with  Canada  a  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  living  should  result,  it  would  be  one  of  the  object 
lessons  to  the  American  people  of  the  benefits  of 
free  trade  with  other  neighboring  nations.  No  in- 
fluence would  be  more  patent  in  the  direction 
of  a  more  liberal  policy  towards  England  than 
by  admitting  the  products  of  40  per  cent,  of  the 
British  Empire  into  the  American  nation  free.  The 
obliteration  of  the  Mckinley  Bill  along  the  entire 
northern  border  of  the  United  States  would  be  an 
achievement  of  enormous  influence  upon  the  future 
of  the  continent  and  Great  Britain  could  make 
no  contribution  tow  ards  its  entire  obliteration,  as 
by  encouraging  Canada  to  procure  its  cessation, 
and  the  admission  of  her  products  free.  If  it  were 
well  to  have  the  McKinley  Bill  obliterated  towards 
the  entire  British  Empire,  it  is  surely  well  to  have 
it  obliterated  towards  forty  per  cent,  of  it,  even 
though  in  that  forty  per  cent,  a  Canadian  tariff,  now 
vsry  high,  was  advanced  a  few  points  higher  for 
the  general  good  of  Canada  itself. 

Canadian  Interests  and    British  Interests— 
Which  ? 

Aside  from  considering  the  question  of  Conti- 
nental Free  Trade  as  to  how  it  would  immediately 
and  directly  benefit  Great  Britain,  the  question 
should  be  considered  how  it  would  immediately 
and  directly  benefit  Canada.  In  the  contentment 
of  the  Canadian  people,  in  the  belief  that  the  policy 
pursued  is  the  one  that  bests  serves  their  purposes, 
rests  the  future  of  British  connection.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  imagine  that  this  country  is  to  he  governed 
and  regulated  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  that  con- 
nection. The  Canadian  of  the  generation  now  assu- 
ming control  of  the  affairs  of  half  the  continent  will 
think  for  himself  what  is  best  for  the  future  of 
Canada. 

If  forever  Canada  is  to  be  restricted  to  a  narrow 
limit  of  trade,  if  her  people  are  to  live  upon  each 
otber  by  trading  in  articles  of  the  same  character 
and  latitude,  forever  to  be  shut  out  from  the  great 
prospect  of  growth  which  right  alongside  of  her  is 
every  day  developed,  forever  to  be  commercially 
isolated  because  of  her  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  that  connection  will  cease  to  be.  The  con- 
flict between  interests  on  the  one  hand,  and  loyalty 
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on  the  other,  has  already  commenced.  The  growth 
of  unrest,  of  discontent,  of  open  advocacy  of  inde. 
pendence  on  the  one  hand,  or  annexation  on  the 
other,  is  constant. 

A  Vast  Loss  in  the  Exodus. 

This  finds  its  evidence  in  the  enormous 
exodus  that  has  taken  place  from  Canada  to 
the  United  States.  There  has  been  an  amount  of 
personal  annexation  going  forward  in  the  last 
ten  years  which  is  simply  alarming  in  its 
character  and  in  its  extent.  A  greater  propor- 
tion of  male  adults  has  left  Canada  than  has  ever 
left  any  other  country,  excepting  perhaps  Ireland, 
In  its  worst  days.  Few  people  realize  to  -what  ex- 
tent the  country  is  impoverished  by  this  loss.  How 
few  think  of  the  enormous  amount  of  money  which 
has  been  expended  upon  the  education,  the  susten- 
tation,  the  clothing,  and  the  bringiDg  up  of  the 
young  men  and  the  young  women  that  have  left 
Canada  forever.  Estimate  the  mere  monetary 
expenditure  on  each  individual  at  the  low  rate  of 
$1,000.  and  realize  that  a  million  have  left  Canada 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  in  1865, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  loss  to  Canada  by  the 
exodus  fools  up  to  a  thousand  million  of  dollars! 
Think  of  it-a  billion  of  dollars  taken  bodily  out  of 
the  country,  with  no  source  to  supply  the  loss 
except  the  London  market— in  which  we  have 
borrowed  nearly  half  a  billion  for  railroads,  muni- 
cipal and  governmental  expenditure  !  How  was 
this  increasing  interest  to  be  paid,  this  enormous 
obligation  yearly  to  be  met,  and  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country  leave  it  ?  How  few  realize 
what  the  future  will  be  when  half  her  young 
men  have  left  and  gone  to  the  neighboring 
country.  If  this  exodus  is  to  continue,  what 
is  to  be  the  future  of  each  of  these  Prov- 
inces? How  impossible  it  is  to  contemplate 
the  small  growth  in  the  census  with  anything 
like  a  hopeful  feeling.  The  speaker  said  that  he 
perhaps  had  opportunity  to  observe  more  than 
most  men  the  steady  growth  of  Canadian  influence 
in  the  United  States ;  the  progress  of  his  com- 
patriots in  that  land,  and  the  many  positions  of  im- 
portance, wealth  and  power,  which  were  being 
assumed  by  Canadian  men  and  women.  The  speaker 
said  he  felt  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  hardly  an 
instance  in  the  United  States  had  there  been  a 
forfeiture  of  the  high  confidence  which  had  been 
placed  in  Canadians,  in  the  numerous  positions 
which  they  had  been  called  upon  to  fill,  and 
though  it  was  known  he  was  ready  to  go  bail  for 
almost  any  Canadian,  he  had  never  bten  asked 
to  perform  that  service.  He  gratefully  recog- 
nised the  unstinted  welcome  which  the  Amer- 
ican people  had  extended  to  hhneelf  and  the 
million  others  who  had  made  their  home  in 
that  most  favored  of  nations.  Was  it  possible  that 
all  this  could  occur  and  British  connection  remain 
unaffected,  and  with  the  possibility  that  by  Br  itish 


connection  this  condition  of  isolation  was  to  con- 
tinue, that  connection  not  be  lessened  and  weak- 
ened 1 

Canadian  Interest  Cannot  be  Sacrificed  to 
British  Classes. 

It  is  absur  d  to  believe  that  the  greater  half  of  the 
continent,  possessing  such  immense  potentialities 
of  profit,  should  forever  remain  in  its  present  posi- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  a  few  English  manufacturers. 
The  farmer,  the  fisherman,  the  lumberman,  the 
miner,  and  the  shipper,  all  have  interests  that  would 
be  enormously  benefitted  by  a  close  relation  with 
the  United  States.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
interests  of  these  gTeat  classes,  comprising  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  Canada  could  be  sacri- 
ficed, because  discrimination  was  not  permitted 
against  a  few  English  manufacturers.  This  too  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  Great  Britain  would  be 
enormously  benefitted  by  such  a  development  as 
unrestricted  reciprocity  would  produce.  If  con- 
tentment were  at  the  base  of  loyalty,  if  prosperity 
would  create  contentment,  and  if  prosperity  were 
only  possible  by  an  enlargement  of  opportunity, 
then  would  England  best  be  served  by  making 
available  that  opportunity.  Any  sacrifice  that  the 
Canadian  people  are  called  upon  to  bear  for  the 
sake  of  British  connection  is  a  sacrifice  that 
Great  Britain  should  not  demand,  and  her  states- 
men and  public  men,  her  capitalists,  and  her  manu- 
facturers, once  it  was  under  stood  that  British  con- 
nection was  rendered  m«»re  secure  by  contentment, 
that  it  was  made  permanent  by  prosperity,  just  so 
soon  would  they  appreciate  the  position  and  with- 
draw any  opposition  to  the  most  intimate  commer- 
cial relation  possible  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  The  perpetuation  on  the'continent 
of  North  America  of  Great  Britain  rests  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  people  of  Canada.  Forever  doom 
that  people  to  lack  of  prosper  ity  and  British  con- 
nection is  doomed.  That  which  would  be  in  the 
largest  degree  contributary  to  the  development  of 
Canada,  to  the  growth  of  weall  h ;  that  which  would 
enlarge  the  opportunity  of  the  people,  that  which 
would  entice  immigration  to  her  shores ;  that  which 
would  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  raise  the 
wealth  of  Canada  to  a  par  ity  with  the  wealth  of  the 
United  States,  would  to  just  such  an  extent  in- 
crease the  prospect  of  the  perpetuation  of  the 
British  Nation  on  this  continent. 

Would  Continental  Free  Trade  lessen 
Lojalty  ? 

It  is  said  that  Continental  Free  Trade  would 
lessen  the  loyalty  of  the  Canadian  people.  There 
never  was  a  greater  libel  on  any  people.  To  believe 
that  prosperity  and  success  result  in  disloyalty  is 
to  believe  in  a  lio.  If  such  is  the  case,  and 
the  Canadian  people  are  kept  loyal  becauee 
they  are  kept  poor,  then  loyalty  is  not  worth 
having.   If  Canada  loses  her  best  people  because 
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she  is  not  prosperous,  and  prosperity  is  denied 
because  of  British  connection,  there  is  good  ground 
lor  the  growth  of  annexation  sentiment.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  annexa- 
tion is  removed  by  free  trade,  then  there  is  no 
ground  for  annexation.  The  only  possible  thing  to 
said  in  favor  of  annexation  is  that  of  material  ad- 
vantage. If  the  material  advantage  is  got  without 
annexation,  on  what  ground  can  it  be  urged?  The 
people  of  Canada,  so  far  as  political  institutions  are 
concerned,  are  just  as  free  and  just  as  content  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  there  is 
an  immeasurable  contentment  in  Canada  as  to  the 
liberality  of  her  government,  the  freedom  of  pur- 
suit, the  administration  of  her  laws,  the  strength 
and  stability  of  her  institutions.  There  is  not  a 
solitary  attraction  in  the  administration  of  the 
United  States  to  attract  a  Canadian  from  his  own 
form  and  system  of  government.  There  is  not  the 
vestige  of  an  argument  in  favor  of  polii  ical  union 
so  far  as  political  institutions  are  concerned.  It  is 
only  because  of  an  absence  ot  freedom  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  that  there  is  any  force  in  the  annexa- 
tion contention.  Continental  Free  Trade  com- 
pletely supplies  the  want,  and  the  possibility  of 
annexation  sinks  out  of  sight. 

Annexation  Unnecessary. 

The  contention  that  because  there  is  Free  Trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  there  must 
therefore  be  a  political  connection,  is  absurd  in  the 
extreme.  Fortunately,  there  is  an  experience 
which  showed  how  untrue  and  unjust  such  an  argu- 
ment is.  The  reciprocity  treaty  which  for  ten 
years  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  in  natural  products,  and  which  expired  in 
1865,  enormously  benefitted  Canada,  as  indeed  it 
did  the  United  States.  The  business  of  the  two 
countries  jumped  in  ten  years  from  30  millions  to  80 
millions  of  dollars,  and  had  the  same  growth  gone 
on  ever  since,  instead  of  trading  to  that  extent  now. 
the  trade  between  the  two  countries  would  have 
been  two  or  three  hundred  millions.  Does  any  one 
believe  that,  if  we  had  continued  to  deal  in  natural 
products  freely  and  unreservedly,  there  would  have 
been  any  less  loyalty  in  Canada  to-day  than  there 
is?  On  the  repeal  of  this  treaty,  the  feeling  of  loy- 
alty in  Canada  was  stronger,  perhaps,  than  ever  be- 
fore, as  shown  by  an  outburst  which  occurred  at 


that  period  when  it  was  alleged  that  the  abolition 
of  the  treaty  was  stimulated  by  the  expectation  of 
immediate  annexation.  The  Canadian  farmer,  shut 
out  of  the  United  States'  market  suddenly  and  with 
little  preparation,  submitted  without  a  whimper  to 
this  vast  deprivation,  and  Canada  was  and  is  to- 
day, notwithstanding  all  that  has  occurred,  loyal  to 
the  last  degree  to  British  institutions.  But  it  can- 
not continue  forever,  that,  deprived  of  such  advant- 
ages as  are  within  his  grasp,  he  should  forever  re- 
main content  and  loyal  when,  without  disloyalty, 
he  can  be  saved  from  disaster  and  loss.  Political 
union  and  Continental  Free  Trade  are  as  far  apart 
as  they  possibly  can  be.  Indeed,  the  difficulty  in  the 
United  States  is  the  belief  that  Free  Trade  would 
indefinitely  postpone  annexation.  An  obstacle 
which  is  daily  increasing  in  that  country  to  procur- 
ing  reciprocity,  is  the  conviction  that  the  longer 
this  concession  is  withheld,  just  so  much  earlier 
is  there  a  likelihood  of  political  union.  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  plain  that,  both  from  an  American  and 
a  Canadian  point  of  view,  Free  Trade  in  North 
America  is  simply  another  word  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  British  rule  within  its  borders  ? 

Prosperity  Possible  only  by  Continental 
Free  Trade. 
In  conclusion  Mr.  Wiman  said  that,  if  it  were 
admitted  that  there  was  no  greater  event  in  the 
history  of  the  world  than  the  discovery  of  America  ; 
if  it  was  a  fact  that  England  was  more  benefitted 
than  any  other  nation  by  the  development  of  the 
United  States,  if  it  was  a  still  further  fact  that  the 
slow  development  of  her  own  possessions  on  the 
continent  of  North  America  was  a  loss  and  a  re- 
tardation to  her  commerce,  and  if  the  perpetuation 
of  her  presence  on  this  continent  was  to  be  gained 
by  a  prosperity  and  progress  which  were  alone 
possible  by  Free  Trade  with  the  United  States, 
he  maintained  that  no  greater  act  of  loyalty  is  possi- 
ble, no  better  statesmanship  is  imaginable,  than 
that  which  would  break  down  the  barrier  between 
the  English-speaking  people  on  this  continent  and 
making  them  one  commercially,  enable  each  other 
to  make  the  most  of  the  great  heritage  which  was 
implied  in  the  words  of  Emerson,  that  "  We  live  in 
a  new  and  exceptional  age;  America  is  another 
name  for  opportunity;  its  whole  history  shows  it 
to  be  the  last  best  gift  of  Providence  to  mankind." 
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HOW  IT  WOULD  ENRICH  CANADA. 


At  New  Glasgow,  N. 


Nature's  Intentions  Thwarted. 

Nature  intended  that  there  should  he  a  union  of 
some  kind  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
half  of  the  North  American  continent.  Nowhere 
else  in  the  world  is  it  more  plainly  evident  that  one 
section  is  a  complement  of  the  other,  each  in  a 
marked  degree  dependent  upon  the  other.  Not 
only  are  there  no  mountains  to  divide  them,  no  seas 
to  separate  them,  hut  the  line  of  division  between 
the  two  regions  in  other  respects  is  as  impercep- 
tible. 

In  climate,  variety  on  the  North  American  conti- 
nent is  the  highest  advantage  it  possesses.  There- 
fore, to  restrict  a  peopie  by  legislation,  by  law  or 
by  commercial  policy  to  one  kind  of  climate,  is  to 
legislate  against  Providence.  It  looks  like  a  con- 
flict between  the  Divine  law  and  the  human  law,  in 
thus  enforcing  the  laws  of  man  against  the  laws  of 
nature.  To  enforce  such  a  policy  is  impolitic,  and 
in  the  end  disastrous  to  the  body  politic. 

Confirming  this  view  of  climate,  the  products  of 
both  North  and  South  are  found  singularly  and 
absolutely  essential  to  each  other  region.  Thus, 
the  Canadian  needs  cotton  for  clothing,  and  he  can 
g6t  it  alone  from  the  Southern  States.  Why  should 
there  be  a  legal  impediment  from  his  getting  it 
where  he  desires,  either  raw  or  manufactured  1 

On  the  other  hand,  the  New  Englander,  who 
manufactures  the  cotton,  needs  coal  and  food  pro- 
ducts, and  these  are  found  nearest  and  cheapest,  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces. 

The  policy  that  shuts  out  coal  from  New  England 
and  opens  the  mines  of  Pennsylvania  to  foreign 
pauper  emigration,  until  now  the  English  language 
Is  hardly  spoken  therein,  is  the  supremest  folly  a 
government  ever  permitted. 

Equally,  the  policy  which  shuts  out  New  England 
manufactures  from  the  Maritime  Provinces,  so  that 
in  exchange  for  them  the  people  of  these  Provinces 
should  not  produce  food  aod  warmth  for  the  New 
Englander,  with  a  good  profit,  is  a  policy  disastrous 
to  both  sections. 

So  with  lumber  for  shelter,  which  the  Americans 
need,  and  which  alone  can  be  found  in  Canada ;  with 
fish,  which  Canada  alone  can  supply,  In  exchange 
for  tobacco,  sugar,  corn,  flour,  oil,  and  the  thousand 
other  things  which  go  to  make  up  the  sum  of  human 
happiness. 


S.,  October  26,  1892. 


Examples  of  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  free  exchange  of  products,  without  let  or 
hindrance,  was  ordained  by  nature,  and  a  union  of 
interests  between  the  north  and  the  south  is  as 
plainly  essential  to  their  prosperity  and  perfect 
development  as  the  sun  is  to  light. 

No  better  evidence  need  be  afforded  of  the  ad- 
vantage  of  variety  in  climate  and  product,  in  the 
creation  of  prosperity  and  high  material  progress, 
than  the  United  States  affords. 

No  stronger  illustration  is  needed  of  the  mistake 
of  confining  the  operations  of  the  people  to  narrow 
latitudes  and  .similar  production,  than  is  afforded 
by  Canada. 

Two  Nations  Starting  Side  by  Side. 

The  two  sections  of  the  continent,  started  side  by 
side  on  an  equal  footing,  over  a  century  ago. 
Canada  was  the  greater  half  of  the  continent,  as  she 
is  to-day,  with  means  of  access  and  interior  commu- 
nication unequalled  in  the  world;  she  possessed 
the  most  abundant  resources,  had  a  most  industri- 
ous and  thrifty  class  of  immigrants ;  was  backed 
by  British  capital  and  Biitish  enterprise  ;  needed  no 
vast  experiment  in  government,  and  but  perpetu- 
ated the  institutions  that  were  successful  in  Great 
Britain.  Her  credit  was  established  from  the  start, 
and  she  seemed  destined  to  occupy  a  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  her  vast  area, 
her  enormous  wealth,  her  splendid  geographical 
position  and  her  connections  entitled  her  to. 

The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  started 
with  a  disorganized  group  of  colonies,  largely 
peopled  by  those  who  were  uncertain  of  eventual 
success,  and  many  of  whom  were  still  attached  to 
British  connection.  Looked  at  with  suspicion  by 
almost  every  nation  in  Europe,  with  an  exhausted 
capital  from  a  long  war,  with  no  money  at  home 
and  no  credit  abroad,  with  a  vast  experiment  as  to 
self-government  on  hand,  and  with  an  immigration 
of  the  most  miscellaneous  character  from  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  the  United  States  possessed 
nothing  but  the  inherent  advantages  of  climate, 
mineral  resources  and  soil  on  which  to  build. 

Midway  in  their  career  the  great  civil  war 
occurred,  which  again  exhausted  their  credit,  again 
squandered  their  money,  and  again  laid  waste  their 
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productive  and  profitable  areas  of  land.  The  loss 
of  men  and  of  money,  the  disaster  to  credit  and 
confidence,  and  the  ruin  of  the  South  seemed 
complete.  No  one  thing  could  have  occurred  which 
seemed  so  utterly  disastrous  to  progress  than  the 
•war  of  union  of  States. 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  what  seemed  an  adverse  start 
in  the  career  of  nations,  in  spite  of  the  vast  dis- 
aster midway  in  their  career,  what  is  the  condition 
of  the  United  States  before  the  world  to-day  » 


Comparison  the  Basis  of  all  Philosophy. 

Equally  in  the  face  of  a  magnificent  chance 
which  Canada  had  from  1770,  with  her  splendid 
hacking  from  the  richest  and  beat  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  with  good  laws  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  with  liberal  encourage- 
ment of  imnjigralion,  with  vast  public  works  going 
forward  and  the  possession  of  the  most  abounding 
resources,  how  does  this  great  Canada  of  ours 
compare  with  the  United  States  to  day? 

Is  there,  honestly,  any  ground  of  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  sections  of  the  continent  as  to  prog 
ress,  as  to  desirability  as  a  place  of  residence,  as  to 
the  field  of  opportunity,  as  to  attractiveness  to 
mankind,  as  to  intellectual  development,  as  to  sci- 
entific achievements,  as  to  progress  of  art,  or,  in- 
deed, of  anything  for  which  humanity  hungered  1 

Honestly,  there  is  no  comparison  possible  on 
these  grounds,  any  more  than  is  a  comparison  be- 
tween a  population  of  sixty-five  millions  and  five 
millions ;  than  there  is  between  a  public  debt  of 
fifty  dollars  a  head  for  the  Canadian  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars for  the  American ;  than  there  is  between  an 
internal  commerce  so  vast  that  figures  fail  to  esti- 
mate it,  and  wbich  creates  a  tonnage  on  one  river 
alone,  between  Canada  and  the  United  States,  sur 
passing  that  of  London  and  Liverpool  combined, 
and  a  tonnage  on  all  the  canals  of  Canada,  costing 
sixty  million  dollars,  with  less  than  sixty  craft  to 
navigate  them. 

It  is  no  disloyalty  to  Great  Britain  to  make  these 
comparisons.  It  is  no  humiliation  to  Canada  to 
have  to  adroit  that  in  the  race  for  continental 
supremacy  the  anniversary  of  the  discovery  by 
Columbus  find 8  her  so  far  behind,  that  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  discovery  of  America  she  is  hardly 
considered  before  the  woi  Id,  while  the  United  States 
looms  up  as  having,  beyond  all  other  nations  in  the 
world,  made  a  progress  the  most  pronounced  and 
the  most  beneficial  to  humanity  at  large. 

It  is  no  disloyalty  to  Great  Biitain  to  institute 
these  comparisons,  because,  had  the  principles 
which  animate  the  British  nation  prevailed  upon 
the  American  continent,  the  condition  of  Canada 
would  have  been  infinitely  better  to-day.  The 
comparison  between  the  northern  half  and  the 
southern  half  would  not  be,  by  any  means,  so 
marked,  had  tree  trade  prevailed  over  the  whole 
( on  inent. 


The  Advantage  ot  Interchange. 

The  success  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  success  of  the  United  States,  on  the  other,  are 
illustrations  of  the  advantage  of  interchange  of  the 
products  of  varied  climates.  Great  Britain,  if  her 
trade  was  confined  to  her  own  latitudes,  would  be  a 
mere  speck  upon  the  sea  of  commerce,  while  to-day 
she  fills  the  eye  of  the  world  as  the  greatest  of  com- 
mercial nations.  Levying  tribute,  as  she  does,  from 
every  nation  under  the  sun,  she  is  the  highest  illus- 
tration of  the  advantages  of  the  principles  of  a  com 
mercial  union  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  Though 
it  must  be  admitted  at  times  this  union  is  denied 
her,  she  never  refuses  it  from  her  side  of  the  bargain 

Equally  the  success  of  the  United  States  is  an 
illustration  of  the  advantages  of  free  trade  over 
wide  areas,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  not- 
withstanding the  policy  of  isolation  which  the 
United  States  have  pursued  as  against  other  na- 
tions, she  is  within  her  own  limits  a  nation  of  forty 
nations.  Trade  has  been  freer,  and  among  a  larger 
number  of  traders  within  the  United  States  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  world.  The  great  common- 
wealths that  have  been  built  up,  and  the  great  re- 
sources that  have  been  developed,  have  been  more 
the  result  of  the  perfect  freedom  of  intercourse  be- 
tween them  and  between  the  climatic  and  produc- 
tive advantages  which  each  possesses  than  any 
other  influence. 

Therefore,  the  experience  in  Great  Britain,  and 
the  results  which  have  been  achieved  from  a  com- 
mercial freedom  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  equal  in- 
ternal commercial  freedom  between  different  cli- 
mates in  the  United  States  on  the  other,  are  illus- 
trations of  the  necessity  for  a  union  of  some  kind 
between  the  northern  and  southern  halves  of  the 
continent  of  North  America. 

The  Tariff  a  Barbed  Wire  Fence. 

The  line  of  demarcation  which  runs  athwart  the 
continent,  in  the  shape  of  a  tariff,  has  been  described 
as  a  barbed  wire  fence,  over  which  one  brother  can- 
not trade  with  another  brother,  a  bushel  of  potatoes 
for  a  bushel  of  apples  without  paying  tribute  to  two 
governments,  greater  than  the  cost  of  production. 
So  long  as  this  condition  exists,  so  long  as  this  high 
barrier  prevails,  just  so  long  will  Canada  on  the  one 
hand  be  isolated  and  restricted,  and  on  the  other 
hold  a  position  insignificant  compared  to  her  mag- 
nificent resources. 

A  diagnosis  of  the  position,  which  the  speaker 
said  he  had  made  years  ago,  and  for  which  he  had 
got  an  infinite  amount  of  abuse,  was  as  true  to-day 
as  it  ever  wa«,  that  Canada  was  rich  by  nature,  but 
poor  by  policy. 

But  it  is  not  the  policy  of  Canada  alone  that  has 
isolated  her,  and  made  her  progress  so  stunted  and 
slow  as  to  cause  disappointment  and  apprehension. 
The  policy  of  the  United  States  has  had  more  to  do 
with  shaping  the  conditions  on  this  continent  than 
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any  thing  else.  The  American  system,  as  it  is 
called,  which  after  the  war  actuated  the  policy  of 
the  government,  shut  out  every  other  nation,  for 
the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  growth  within. 
Canada  has  been  treattd  by  the  United  States  in 
this  matter  in  the  same  way  that  any  other  nation 
has  been  treated,  and  has  no  occasion  to  find  fault 
beyond  other  nations. 

The  last  great  event,  in  this  drama  of  commercial 
isolation,  was  the  McKinley  bill.  The  agi  icultural 
sections  of  that  bill  affected  only  Canada,  and  it 
has  been  said  that  it  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to 
force  Canada  into  the  Union.  This  was  not  the 
case  eo  far  as  offering  protection  to  the  American 
farmer.  It  was  to  capture  his  vote  by  making  him 
believe  he  was  to  be  a  gainer,  and  it  was  merely  a 
tub  thrown  to  the  whale.  The  speaker  said,  he 
himself  had  been  accused  of  encouraging  that 
piece  of  legislation,  and  shaping  the  policy  of  the 
government  in  respect  to  Canada.  This  he  utterly 
denied,  and  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  McKinley,  which 
he  said,  should  set  at  rest  that  accusation. 

A  Change  in  Policy  Impending. 

But  the  policy  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  was  undergoing  a  great  change.  Whatever 
might  be  the  result  of  the  impending  Presidential 
election,  it  was  plainly  evident  that  a  much  greater 
liberality  would  hereafter  prevail.  The  adoption 
of  the  principles  of  Reciprocity  by  the  Republican 
party  tad  become  universal,  and  almost  every 
banner  that  has  been  flung  to  the  breeze,  in  the 
existing  campaign,  has  had  inscribed  thereon,  the 
legend  of  "  Protection  and  Reciprocity,"  side  by 
side.  It  is  evident  that  the  managers  of  the  Re- 
publican party  felt  the  necessity  of  a  change  in 
this  respect,  and  that  had  they  not  adopted  a  prin- 
ciple which  should  permit  other  nations  to  trade 
with  them,  they  would  have  been  swept  from  power. 
They  took  a  leaf  out  of  Democratic  primer,  and 
will  succeed  in  holding  their  position  only  by  learn- 
ing the  lesson  which  the  Democrats  have  taught. 

Should  the  Democrats  succeed,  on  the  other  hand, 
m  obtaining  posseesion  of  the  government,  their 
policy  will  of  course  be  of  a  much  more  liberal 
character  towards  outside  nations.  It  is  true,  ther  e 
may  not  be  for  some  time  to  come  a  violent  revo- 
lution for  Free  trade,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  in 
the  case  of  Canada,  squid  pro  quo  will  be  demanded, 
even  should  Mr.  Cleveland  and  his  party  be  in 
power. 

But  the  policy  of  both  parties  is  towards  a  better 
relation  with  all  the  world,  an  enlargement  of 
markets,  and  certainly  an  expectation  of  free  raw 
material,  so  that  whether  the  Republicans  or  Dem- 
ocrats prevail  there  is  a  chance  of  some  arrangement 
between  the  two  countries. 

A  Commercial  Union  Defeats  a  Political  Union. 

With  these  possibilities  in  view,  both  from  a  Re- 
publican and  Democratic  view,  the  speaker  said  he 
had  come  to  the  Maritime  Provinces,  to  endeavor  to 
2 


awaken  an  interest  in  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
prom: S3  nearer  than  most  people  supposed,  of  some 
kind  of  a  commercial  union  on  this  continent.  That 
such  a  union  was  necessary,  that  it  was  desirable, 
and  that  it  was  possible,  was  to  him  as  clear  as  the 
noon-day.  On  the  other  hand,  he  maintained,  as 
he  had  always  maintained,  that  Annexation  was 
unnecessary,  undesirable,  and  was,  in  our  day  im- 
possible. He  felt  that  a  Commercial  Union  would 
indefinitely  postpone  a  political  union,  and  he  argued 
that,  whatever  contributes  to  prosperity  and  con- 
tentment was  much  more  likely  to  maintain  loyalty, 
than  discontent,  poverty  and  imperfect  develop- 
ment. He  said,  the  political  condition  of  Canada 
was  all  that  any  patriot  can  desire,  and,  so  far  as  her 
institutions  are  concerned,  she  has  the  best  of  every 
system.  In  the  long  and  splendid  array  of  gover- 
mental  achievements  of  Great  Britain,  she  has 
precedents,  examples  and  institutions  which  enable 
her  to  be  governed  in  the  best  form,  and  from  the 
United  States  she  has  derived  the  benefit  of  ex- 
perience and  observation  in  the  process  of  self- 
government.  Canada  is  therefore,  to-day,  one  of 
the  most  happily  situated  countries  in  the  world, 
with  a  government  responsible  directly  to  the 
people,  and  with  a  perfect  elasticity,  safety  and 
permanence  in  her  local  and  Dominion  administra- 
tions. She  has  no  political  discontent,  as  such. 

Hence  the  desire  for  annexation,  go  far  as  politics 
are  concerned,  does  not  exist.  The  only  possible 
excuse  for  annexation  is  the  material  advantage 
which  would  flow  from  it.  The  only  advantage 
which  would  come  to  Canada  from  annexation 
would  bo  the  breaking  down  of  the  barrier  that 
now  runs  athwart  the  continent— the  barbed  wire 
fence  that  prevents  each  nation  trading  with  the 
other. 

If  the  free  trade  principles  of  Great  Britain  pre- 
vailed on  the  one  hand,  or  the  lnter-Sterte  relations 
of  the  United  States  on  the  other,  as  between  the 
northern  and  southern  parts  of  the  continent,  there 
would  not  be  the  slightest  vestige  of  a  desire  for 
annexation.  It  would  indeed  be  unnecessary— it 
would  indeed  be  undesirable ;  and  indeed  it  would 
be  impossible,  if  there  were  no  let  or  hindrance  to 
trade  between  the  northern  and  southern  sections 
of  the  continent. 

Would  Commercial  Union  Lead  to  Political 
Union? 

The  argument  against  a  Commercial  Union 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  that  it 
would  tend  towards  annexation,  that  the  intimacies 
between  the  two  people  resulting  from  a  constant 
and  perfect  interchange  of  manufactures  and  pro- 
ducts would  beget  such  a  hold  upon  the  Canadian 
people  as  would  bring  them  into  the  Union.  In 
other  words,  that  the  eventual  purpose  and  accom- 
plishment of  the  closest  commercial  relations  would 
be  to  make  Canada  a  part  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  a  supposition,  which,  even  if  it  were  true, 
ought  not  to  stand  in  the  way.  If  it  is  a  fact  that 
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the  closest  commercial  relations  existing  between 
two  nations  would  bring  them  together  on  the 
highest  possible  plane  of  prosperity  and  success ; 
if  it  was  a  fact  that  so  vast  an  area  as  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America  should  be  developed 
to  their  fullest  extent  and  made  contributory,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  to  the  advantage  of  humanity  all 
over  the  world,  then  there  ought  to  be  no  barrier  to 
their  perfect  union. 

Of  all  nations  in  the  world,  Great  Britain  would 
bless  that  union,  if  by  it  the  world  was  benefited ; 
if  by  it  her  trade  was  enormously  augmented,  her 
people  blessed,  her  investments  increased,  and  vast 
material  benefits  would  reach  her  people. 

But,  the  speaker  said,  there  was  no  fallacy  greater 
than  to  believe  that  prosperity  and  a  close  com- 
mercial relation  with  the  United  States  would 
necessarily  bring  about  annexation.  Politics  and 
trade  are  not  essentially  blended  together.  Great 
Britain  trades  with  all  nations  of  the  world,  and 
there  is  no  barrier  so  far  as  she  is  concerned  be- 
tween all  sorts  and  conditions,  yet  no  idea  of  politi- 
cal change  is  entertained.  On  the  contrary,  where- 
ever  Great  Britain  goes,  she  is  British  still,  and  will 
be  British  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

Why  should  Canadians  cease  to  be  Politically 
Content? 

Why  Canadians  should  cease  to  be  British,  when 
they  are  politically  content,  when  there  is  nothing 
in  the  policy  which  Great  Britain  pursues  towards 
them  but  tbat  of  kindness  and  consideration  itself, 
and  when  all  the  advantages  of  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent existence  are  afforded,  for  a  material 
gain  which  political  union  would  not  increase,  is 
difficult  to  understand. 

On  the  contrary,  those  who  live  in  the  United 
States  and  study  the  institutions  of  that  country, 
and  have  an  opportunity  to  understand  the  enor- 
mous problems  that  confront  that  nation,  feel  that 
so  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  her  destiny,  as  either 
a  colony  of  Great  Britain  or  as  an  independent 
nationality,  is  much  more  likely  to  be  fixed  and 
determined  as  she  herself  shall  dictate.  If  pros- 
perity, success  and  development  follow  the  freest 
possible  commercial  relations  with  the  greatest 
money-making,  money-spending  aggregation  of 
humanity  in  the  world,  which  in  the  providence  of 
God  has  been  raised  up  on  the  south  of  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  trade  and  commerce,  Canada  will  be 
more  self-reliant,  and  will  develop  to  a  far  greater 
extent  a  national  spirit  than  she  now  possesses. 

A  North  American  Zollverein. 

The  proposal  of  a  commercial  union  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada  has  had  for  some  years 
a  varied  significance.  It  would  mean  a  customs 
union,  such  as  prevailed  among  the  states  of  Ger- 
many before  they  became  a  united  empire.  It 
would  be  a  North  American  Zollverein,  and  if  it 


were  half  as  successful  as  the  European  commer- 
cial league  under  that  name,  it  would  justify  its 
creation  as  in  the  highest  degree  advantageous. 
The  general  idea  of  this  form  of  union  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada  would  be,  that  the  same 
tariff  should  prevail  all  over  the  Continent,  and  that 
the  revenues  derivable  from  the  customs  laws 
should  be  pooled  in  one  fund ;  that  they  then  should 
be  divMed  in  proportion  to  population.  The  mode 
of  collection  would  have  to  be  the  same,  the  rate  of 
taxation  everywhere  similar,  and  the  division  would 
be  on  a  basis  of  which  no  one  could  complain. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  bitter  political 
prejudice,  the  merits  of  Commercial  Union  have 
never  been  fully  and  completely  discussed.  It  has 
been  condemned  out  of  court  because  its  scope  and 
character  were  never  thoroughly  understood.  At 
this  late  date  perhaps  it  is  unwise  to  obtrude  this 
plan,  but  as  there  is  invited  a  broad  discussion  of 
all  plans  tbat  will  look  to  a  better  relation  on  this 
Continent,  this  one  should  not  be  omitted  from  the 
discussion.  It  has  many  attractions,  and  would  so 
enormously  benefit  Canada,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
dismissed  without  the  fullest  and  freest  investi- 
gation. 

What  is  most  attractive  about  it  is,  that  it  can  be 
easily  carried  in  the  United  States.  It  would  have 
attractions  to  the  mercantile,  manufacturing,  and 
business  communities  to  an  extent  that  would 
enable  it  to  be  carried,  in  spite  of  the  politicians; 
whose  general  policy  is  that  of  forcing  the  country 
into  annexation.  But,  Commercial  Union  is  so  fair 
in  its  propositions,  is  so  straightforward  and  frank 
in  its  claims,  that  anyone  who  discusses  it  in  the 
United  States  cannot  object  to  it,  except  that  it 
postpones  indefinitely  any  possibility  of  political 
union. 

The  Zollverein  Idea— British  German- Ameri- 
can. 

The  Zollverein  idea  is  taking  possession  of  the 
English  mind.  It  is  another  name  for  Commercial 
Union.  Practically  that  is  what  is  meant  by  Impe- 
rial Federation— a  customs  union  between  all  par  ts 
of  the  British  Empire.  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  one  of  the 
leading  advocates  of  the  Imperial  proposal,  elabo- 
rates the  Federation  scheme  in  a  recent  English 
Review  under  the  style  of  a  British  Zollverein.  So 
difficult  is  it,  however,  to  achieve  in  its  purpose  to 
bind  together  British  possessions,  that  a  system  of 
preferential  and  differential  duties  it  is  proposed 
should  be  inaugurated— bounties,  drawbacks,  slid- 
ing scales  and  complications  without  end.  No  such 
machinery  is  needed,  howover,  to  carry  out  a 
Zollverein  in  North  America.  The  two  English- 
speaking  nations  that  together  hold  the  Continent 
in  common  could,  with  the  simplest  machinery, 
carry  into  immediate  effect  the  splendid  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  the  Zollverein  scheme.  This 
principle  is  that  which  pervades  the  American 
Union,  equally  as  that  which  pervades  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.    It  is  simple  free  trade  between  the 
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States  as  between  the  Provinces.  If  the  same 
freedom  existed  between  the  two  countries  as 
exist  between  the  States  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Provinces  on  the  other,  a  Zollverein  would  be 
achieved.  Perfect  equity  and  perfect  equality  can 
be  secured,  while  the  simplicity,  the  early  pos- 
sibility, the  immediate  contiguity,  and  enormous 
consequences  within  easy  reach  of  such  a  consum- 
mation is  in  staitHng  contrast  with  the  far-away 
proposals  of  a  British  Zollverein. 

A  customs  union  on  this  continent,  covering  all 
varieties  of  climate,  applied  to  all  varieties  of  pro- 
ducts necessary  to  human  happiness,  is  a  magnifi- 
cent conception.  It  was  this  conception  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  the  first  Finance  Minister  of  the 
United  States,  that  has  made  that  country  so  great 
as  it  is.  From  him  the  Germans  learned  the  prin- 
ciple, and  to  the  example  set  in  the  United  States  the 
success  of  the  German  Empire  as  a  great  commer- 
cial force  is  to  be  attributed.  Perfect  freedom  of 
trade  between  the  commonwealths  forming  the 
American  union,  between  these  forty-four  nations, 
has  been  the  basis. of  growth  and  development. 
Direct  taxation  for  State  purposes  was  enforced 
just  the  same  as  for  municipal  purposes,  and  no  bar. 
riers  by  imposts,  tariffs  or  customs  regulations  per- 
mitted anions  the  commonwealths.  The  result  has 
been  stupendous,  because  of  variety  of  climate, 
widening  areas  inviting  immigration,  developing 
natural  resources,  and  creating  an  internal  com- 
merce so  vast  as  to  tax  the  powers  of  estimate. 
^  If  Canada  will  but  cultivate  the  Zollverein  idea 
as  applied  to  North  America  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  to  European  countries,  she  will  find  the 
measure  of  her  growth  in  the  growth  of  the  United 
States ;  her  wealth  would  increase  in  the  same 
proportion.  She  would  be  lifted  up  out  of  the 
stunted,  narrowed  hopelessness  of  existing  isola- 
tion to  the  broad  helpful  and  hopeful  relation  which 
the  great  commonwealths  of  the  South  seem  to 
hold  to  each  other.  This  too  without  change  in 
political  condition.  Trade  knows  no  political 
boundaries,  unless  indeed  it  is  interfered  with, 
restricted,  checked,  curbed,  cabined  and  confined. 
Give  it  freedom  in  the  shape  of  a  Zollverein  on  the 
Continent  of  North  America,  and  it  will  do  more  to 
produce  prosperity,  beget  development,  and  con- 
firm existing  political  conditions  than  all  the  opera- 
tions of  politicians,  agitators,  and  federationists 
combined. 

The  Regulation  of  the  Tariff'. 

The  strongest  argument  against  Commercial 
Union  is  that  the  tariff  is  to  be  regulated  by  the 
larger  party  to  the  bargain.  This  being  the  United 
States,  it  follows  that  the  Canadian  tariff  would 
have  to  be  similar  to  that  which  prevails  in  the 
United  States.  In  other  words,  that  the  tariff  line 
which  now  extends  athwart  the  continent,  south  of 
its  centre,  shall  be  lifted  up  and  placed  right  round 
the  continent,  and  that  the  same  duties  and  charges 


shall  be  collected  at  Halifax  as  at  Boston,  at 
Montreal  as  at  New  York,  at  Vancouver  and 
Victoria  as  at  San  Francisco  and  Portland.  So  far 
as  advance  in  the  tariff  is  concerned,  for  Canada  it 
would  not  amount  to  very  much,  because  it  is  not 
improbable  the  United  States  tariff  would  be  re- 
duced  to  an  equal  amount,  so  that  there  would  be  a 
movement  on  both  sides  towards  unification.  It 
would  not  increase  the  amount  to  be  collected  in 
Canada.  Onthe  contrary,  the  proportion  of  revenue 
which  each  inhabitant  would  entitle  the  general 
government  to  claim,  would  enormously  augment 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  so  far  as  collections 
against  the  outside  world  are  concerned. 

Canadian  Revenues  Maintained. 

It  is  true  that  this  kind  of  union  would  com- 
pletely obliterate  any  revenues  from  the  importa- 
tion of  American  manufactures  and  merchandise, 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  increase  to  which  Canada 
would  be  entitled  would  nearly,  if  not  quite,  com- 
pensate for  this  loss.  But  if  even  a  large  deficiency 
in  governmental  revenue  should  result,  it  could  be 
made  up  by  some  different  form  of  taxation.  The 
resources  of  civilization  and  taxation  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  impost  on  goods  brought  in.  There  are 
other  modes  by  whioh  the  same  result  can  be 
achieved.  If  the  results  to  Canada  of  an  enormous 
increase  in  her  prosperity,  in  the  development  of 
her  resources,  in  the  augmentation  of  her  oppor- 
tunities, should  follow  from  Commercial  Union,  she 
could  afford  to  adopt  some  other  mode  of  taxation  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  should  any  exist. 

Who  now  Regulates  the  Canadian  Tariff? 

The  objection  that  the  tariff  of  the  country  should 
have  its  standard  regulated  outside  of  the  country 
itself  is,  of  course,  a  serious  one.  The  right  to  reg- 
ulate taxation  is  one  of  those  inherent  rights  with 
which  people  do  not  want  to  part,  and  it  is  admitted 
that  a  serious  difficulty  occurs  at  the  outset  in  dis- 
cussing this  question.  But,  after  all,  when  it  is 
brought  down  to  practical  individual  application, 
what  is  the  loss  to  each  Canadian  1  How  far  do  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  Canadian  taxpayers  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  regulating  the  tariff?  It  is  very 
plain  that  the  farmer,  the  fisherman,  the  miner,  the 
lumberman,  and  the  shipper  are  enormously  affected 
by  the  tariff  which  prevails  in  the  United  States. 
These  five  classes,  which  comprise  two-thirds  of 
the  entire  people,  absolutely  pay  as  much  into  the 
United  States  Treasury  for  the  right  to  send  their 
goods  therein,  as  they  pay  to  the  Canadian  govern, 
ment  on  the  imported  goods  which  they  consume. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  regulation  of  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States  now.  But  they  would 
have  something  very  important  to  eay  if  they  once 
consented  to  Commercial  Union.  What  they  would 
have  to  say,  under  such  circumstances,  would  be 
that  there  should  be  no  United  States  tariff  at  all, 
so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 
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If,  therefore,  these  five  great  classes  of  Canadian 
purchasers  should  be  relieved  from  paying  any 
taxation  to  the  United  States ;  if  they  should  toy 
one  movement  entirely  obliterate  the  existence  of 
that  tariff,  would  it  not,  in  a  very  large  degree, 
compensate  them  for  agreeing  to  a  tariff  -which  the 
people  of  tne  United  States  were  themselves  willing 
to  pay?  Remember,  the  tariff  regulated  at  Wash- 
ington would  be  the  same  tariff  which  prevails 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  great 
country  to  the  south  of  us,  that  it  would  be  the 
same  in  Pennsylvania  as  in  Ontario,  ihe  same  in 
Massachusetts  as  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 
You  may  rest  assured  this  tariff  w  11  receive  an 
enormous  amount  of  attention  hereafter,  and  that 
it  will  steacily  and  rapidly  dec] in e.  If  that  is  the 
case,  Canada  would  be  safe  in  agreeing  to  have  a 
tariff  precisely  similar. 

Interested  Parties,  and  net  the  People. 

It  will  be  admitted  that,  in  the  making  of  the 
tariff,  in  Canada  as  in  the  United  States,  the  influ- 
ence of  a  very  few  prevail  over  the  payments  of 
the  many,  and  that  the  rani  and  file  of  the  people 
have  really  little  to  say.  It  is  very  clear  that,  up 
to  this  time,  the  manufacturers  themselves  regu- 
late the  duty  which  their  goods  shall  bear.  Is  it 
not  a  fact  in  Canada,  as  in  all  protected  countries, 
that  the  consumer  has  very  little  specific  to  say  as 
to  what  rates  shall  be  paid  on  goods  manufactured 
in  the  country,  until  long  after  the  rate  is  levied. 
Is  it  not  the  man  who  gets  the  profit,  who  is  the 
beneficiary  of  the  impost,  that  says  what  the  im- 
post shall  be?  Of  course,  at  the  general  election, 
the  members  who  have  voted  for  a  tariff  which  may 
seem  to  be  somewhat  exacting,  present  them- 
selves for  re-election,  and  stand  or  fall  by  the 
record  they  have  made.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  question  of  tariff,  as  to  whether  it  shall  be  high 
or  low,  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  electors  are  not  afforded 
the  opportunity  to  say  yes  or  no  as  to  what  rate  of 
taxation  shall  prevail? 

If  it  is  a  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  the  manufacturers, 
through  the  government,  regulate  their  own  tariff, 
and  the  consumeis  have  little  to  say  about  it,  and 
if  it  i3  a  fact  that  the  question  of  regulation  of  tariff 
is  rarely  voted  upon,  to  what  extent  is  the  depriva- 
tion proposed  under  commercial  union? 

To  each  individual  in  this  audience,  to  what  ex- 
tent would  it  make  a  difference  whether  the  tariff 
was  agreed  to  in  Washington  or  in  Ottawa  ?  Would 
not  every  individual  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  be 
just  as  safe,  so  far  as  his  interests  and  rights  are 
concerned,  if  he  agreed  to  a  tariff  made  to  fit  the 
N  ew  England  St  ates  as  he  w  ould  if  it  were  made  in 
Canada  ?  Let  us  look  at  this  question  honestly  and 
squarely  in  the  face.  What  is  the  practical  per- 
sonal objection  to  the  plan  proposed,  of  a  uniform 
tariff  between  the  two  people  that  hold  this  conti- 
nent together  in  common?  Surely,  if  by  an  act  of 


any  large  majority  of  Canadians,  the  tariff  in  the 
United  States  against  Canada  should  be  irrevoc- 
ably abolished,  would  not  the  advantage  which 
would  flow  from  snch  a  momentous  act  be  tenfold 
greater  than  any  possible  disadvantage  which 
would  follow  ? 

The   Personal   Advantage    Overweighs  the 
Loss  of  Public  Control. 

Looking  at  it  from  an  economic  standpoint, 
from  a  pureiy  commercial  point  of  view,  and  mea- 
suring the  advantages  in  a  monetary  sense,  as  to 
whether  a  free  and  unrestricted  intercourse  with 
the  United  States  would  not  exceedingly  benefit 
Canada,  how  is  it  possible  to  array  against  that 
proposition  any  dif  advantage  that  would  follow  to 
each  individual  if  the  tariff  was  regulated  out  of  the 
country,  and  was  precisely  the  same  as  pervaded 
the  neighboi  ing  nation? 

The  Future  Regulation  of  the  United  States 
TarifT. 

There  is  one  consideration  in  relation  to  this  ques- 
tion of  tariff  in  the  United  States  which  ought  to 
have  a  very  material  bearing  upon  the  discussion 
of  a  Trade  Zollverein  between  that  country  and 
Canada.  The  present  election  has  a  significance 
bearing  upon  that  tariff,  not  only  because  of  the 
desire  of  the  Democrats  to  materially  change  the 
policy  of  the  country,  but  a  question  of  most  mo- 
mentous importance,  as  to  the  powers  vested  rela- 
tively in  the  Federal  and  State  authorities,  is  at 
issue.  The  Democrats,  at  their  last  convention,  at 
last  reached  the  conclusion  which  has  been  latent 
in  the  minds  of  many  thinking  people,  that  the 
whole  question  of  tariff  legislation  was  unconstitu- 
tional, as  against  powers  vested  in  the  Federal  au- 
thority by  the  States.  In  other  words,  that  the 
preference  of  one  class  over  another  by  taxation 
was  never  contemplated  in  the  powers  delegated  by 
the  States  to  the  Federal  government.  At  any 
rate,  the  conclusion  is  being  very  generally  reached, 
that  it  is  only  for  the  actual  and  immediate  ex- 
penses of  the  government  of  the  country  that  the 
power  is  vested  in  the  central  power  to  exact 
taxation.  Inasmuch  as  the  amount  required  for 
the  absolute  government  of  the  country  is  exceed- 
ingly small,  reaching  not  over  two  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  you  will  see  at  once 
that  if  this  idea  of  State  control  of  tariff  legislation 
finds  a  lodgment  in  the  minds  of  people,  they  will 
seek  to  limit  very  materially  the  expenditure  for 
Federal  purposes.  If  only  the  necessary  ard  abso- 
lutely essential  expenses  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  were  called  for,  it  would  reduce  the 
tariff  by  fully  seventy  five  per  cent.  Under  such 
circumstances  you  will  see  at  once  how  advantage- 
ously Canada  would  be  benefited  in  the  sense  of 
having  a  perfect  free  trade  relation  w  ith  the  United 
States,  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  enormously  reduced 
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taxation  for  tariff  purposes  against  the  rest  of  the 
world  on  the  other. 

If,  therefore,  the  tendency  in  the  United  States 
should  he  shown  hy  a  majority  vote  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Cleveland,  and  if  following  that,  the  disposition  to 
restrict  taxation  to  purposes  only  absolutely  neces- 
sary, any  regulation  as  to  tariff  in  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  it  affected  Canada,  would  he  very  insig- 
nificant in  its  con  sequences.  In  other  words,  if  the 
free  trade  tendency  of  the  time  found  the  success 
which  the  circumstances  now  indicate,  a  Commer- 
cial Union  between  the  United  States  and  Canada 
would  have  far  less  offensive  features  than  if  a 
high  rate  of  duty  continued  to  he  exacted  from  the 
rest  of  the  world. 

The  Discrimination  Against  Great  Britain. 

This  view  of  the  case  has  an  important  hearing 
upon  the  question  of  discrimination  against  Great 
Britain,  which  is,  of  course,  one  of  the  most  serious 
objections  to  any  relation  with  the  United  States. 
In  a  perfect  and  free  interchange  of  products 
and  manufactures,  the  manufacturers  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  placed,  for  the  time  being,  at  a 
certain  disadvantage.  If  goods  made  in  Boston, 
Providence,  Fall  River  and  Worcester  were  allowed 
to  enter  the  Maritime  Provinces  free,  and  the 
rest  of  Canada,  and  a  duty  were  exacted  upon  the 
goods  manufactured  in  Manchester,  Birmingham 
and  Sheffield,  it  would  seem  unjust  to  Great  Britain 
that  this  condition  should  exist  But  attention  is 
called  to  the  fact  that  Canada  has  already  adopted  a 
policy  whereby  there  is  an  absolute  discrimination 
against  British  goods. 

The  time  was  when  all  the  grey  cottons  consumed 
in  Canada  were  imported  from  Great  Britain, 
when  nearly  all  the  sugar  that  was  used  in  the 
Dominion  was  brought  from  Scotland,  but  it  suited 
the  policy  of  Canada  to  shut  these  goods  out  and 
discriminate  in  favor  of  home  manufactures. 
Whether  the  policy  is  wise  or  not,  is  not  at  this 
moment  up  for  discussion.  But,  so  far  as  the  British 
manufacturer  is  concerned,  the  effect  on  him  is  just 
as  serious  to  disci  iminate  in  favor  of  home  manu- 
factures as  it  would  be  to  discriminate  in  favor  of 
United  States  manufactures.  His  loss  is  just  as 
great,  his  hnj.elessness  is  just  as  complete,  aye,  far 
more  complete  than  if  the  goods  were  bought  in  the 
United  States  and  admitted  free.  In  the  latter 
case,  the  development,  the  growth  and  a  large 
market  for  Canadian  products  would  thereby  be 
secured,  the  country  would  increase  in  its  pur- 
chasing and  paying  power,  and  there  would  bo  an 
opport  unity  for  enlarged  trade  with  Canada,  which 
now  does  not  exist.  At  any  rate,  ho  far  a3  the 
English  manu'acturer  is  concerned,  Canada  is  al- 
ready committed  to  a  policy  which  is  detrimental 
to  him.  If  loyalty  consists  in  purchasing  goods 
made  in  Great  Britain,  then  is  the  national  policy 
disloyal  to  Great  Britain,  because  its  whole  ten- 
dency and  influence  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
nterept  of  British  manufactures. 


Discrimination  Encourages  Home  Market*. 

It  is  true  that  the  motive  and  effect  of/the  national 
policy  is  to  encourage  home  production,  to  stimu- 
late the  growth  of  local  manufactures,  and  thereby 
to  create  a  home  market  for  Canadian  product, 
and  home  employment  for  Canadian  artisans. 
But  if  that  is  a  good  justification  for  discrimination 
asrainst  Great  Britain  in  favor  of  home  manufac- 
tures, it  is  equally  as  good  a  justification  for  dis- 
crimination against  them,  in  favor  of  American 
manufactures.  A  market  in  the  United  States 
among  twenty-five  millions  within  reach  of  Canada, 
it  is  just  as  important  to  cultivate  as  a  market 
within  the  borders  of  Canada.  Indeed,  it  is  more 
important,  and  if  loyalty  justifies  the  national 
policy  because  it  creates  a  home  market,  it  should 
equally  justify  commercial  union  because  it  creates 
a  nearby  foreign  market.  The  latter  is  infinitely 
vaster  and  more  important  than  the  former,  and  to 
that  extent  justifies  discrimination  against  Great 
Britain  more  completely  than  does  the  national 
policy.  So  far  as  the  Englishman  is  concerned, 
he  is  just  as  adversely  affected  by  the  creation 
of  home  production  as  he  is  by  a  free  importa- 
tion of  American  products.  The  sugar  refiners 
of  Greenock,  some  of  whom  were  present  at  the 
recent  conference  in  London,  were  just  as  bit- 
ter in  their  condemnation  of  the  national  policy  of 
Canada  as  they  would  be  if  commercial  union  ex- 
isted, so  far  as  the  effect  upon  the  sugar  trade  is 
concerned.  They  were  shut  out  of  the  market,  no 
matter  what  was  the  cause  or  the  motive  that 
prompted  it. 

United  States  Britain's  Best  Customer. 

But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  taking  the  United  States 
as  the  best  customer  of  Great  Britain  and  Canada 
as  one  of  the  poorest,  a  union  between  the  two, 
which  would  make  Canada  as  good  a  customer  as  the 
United  States,  would  be  enormously  beneficial  to 
British  manufacturers.  This  is  shown  by  the  in- 
crease In  trade  from  the  two  countries  with  Great 
Britain.  Thus  in  fouiteen  years,  ending  with  1889, 
the  increase  f  i  om  Canada  was  only  a  paltry  one  and  a 
half  millions  of  pounds.  In  the  same  period,  the  in- 
crease of  trade  with  the  United  States  was  fifty 
millions  of  pounds.  Of  course,  the  enormous  aggre- 
gation of  humanity  in  the  United  States, their  money 
making,  money  spending  power,  makes  them  the 
best  of  customers,  as  compared  with  the  small  aggre- 
gation of  limited  purchasing  capacity  in  Canada.  But 
the  proportion  of  increase  is  what  strikes  one  as  re- 
markable. Thus,  in  fourteen  years  each  Canadian 
only  increased  his  trade  with  Great  Britain  six 
shillings,  or  about  $1.50,  while  every  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States  increased  their  trade  with  Great 
Britain  sixteen  shillings  or  $4.  If  loyalty  consists 
in  the  ability  to  purchase  from  Great  Britain,  then 
is  every  individual  in  the  United  States  almost  four 
times  as  loyal  as  is  every  individual  in  Canada. 
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Existing  conditions  discriminate  to  a  far  greater 
extent  against  Great  Britain  than  under  the  pro- 
posed Zollverein. 

Sacrificing  Canada  to  Great  Britain.  . 

It  is  a  question  for  the  Canadian  farmer  to  con- 
sider, whether  or  not  he  is  to  be  sacrificed  for  the 
British  manufacturer.  No  government  can  be  suc- 
cessful that  will  array  one  class  of  producers 
against  another,  and  sacrifice  one  to  the  benefit  of 
the  other,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  country 
itself.  But  it  certainly  would  not  be  a  wise  or  suit- 
able government  that  would  sacrifice  their  own 
best  people  for  the  mere  sake  of  sentiment,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  oven  material  advantage  to  another 
class  in  another  country,  on  the  other. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  total  exports  of 
Great  Britain  to  Canada  amount  to  the  insignificant 
sum  of  three  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  sent  out 
of  Great  Britain,  and  when  it  is  recalled  that  the 
ability  of  Canada  would  be  enormously  increased  to 
buy  British  goods,  should  they  prosper  and  enlarge 
their  opportunities,  it  will  be  seen  how  ridiculous 
it  is  to  permit  such  a  consideration  as  discrimination 
against  Great  Britain,  economically  considered,  to 
stand  in  the  way.  Sentimentally,  there  is  some- 
thing very  offensive  in  the  idea  of  40  per  cent,  of 
the  British  Empire  discriminating  against  the 
other  sixty  per  cent,  in  favor  of  a  nation  which 
seems  to  be  a  commercial  rival  and  enemy.  But 
again,  to  get  away  from  sentiment  and  prejudice 
down  to  solid  facts,  what  are  the  circumstances  of 
the  hour,  so  far  as  the  British  manufacturer  is  con- 
cerned with  Canada  i 

Five  Classes,  making  the  Majority  in  Canada, 
Discriminated  against. 

There  are  five  great  classes  in  Canada  that  would 
be  enormously  benefited  by  a  free  market  in  the 
United  States.  These  are,  the  farmer,  the  fisher- 
man, the  miner,  the  lumberman  and  the  shipper. 
The  interests  of  every  one  of  these  classes,  com- 
prising two-thirds  of  the  entire  population,  would 
be  advanced  ten-fold,  compared  with  the  dis- 
advantage which  would  follow  to  the  British  manu- 
facturer. The  total  importations  from  Great  Brit- 
ain are  about  40  millions  of  dollars.  The  profit  on 
t4is  40  millions  does  not  exceed  ten  per  cent ,  or,  say, 
4  millions  of  dollars.  Thi  s  profit  is  a  mere  bagatelle 
compared  with  the  profit  which  ths  aggregation, 
fishermen,  miners,  lumbermen  and  shippers,  would 
get  by  a  free  and  unrestricted  access  to  the  great 
markets  to  the  South.  Four  millions  of  dollars  a 
year  could  well  be  paid  by  the  government  of 
Canada  to  the  English  manufacturers,  if  such  was 
essential,  for  the  permission  to  buy  cheap  goods  ia  I 
the  United  States,  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  export ' 
into  that  country  the  products  and  manufactures 
of  Canada,  on  the  other. 

Is  it  not  the  supremest  folly  in  the  world,  from  a 
purely  economic  point  of  view,  to  keep  this  country 
in  leading  strings  forever,  because  people  who  have 


no  relation  to  it  in  the  world,  except  as  buyers  and 
sellers,  get  four  millions  of  dollars  a  year  profit  out 
of  products  they  send  hither.  If  it  could  be  shown 
that  each  of  these  men  were  making  ten  times  that 
amount  out  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
would  continue  to  make  the  same  out  of  Canada, 
when  Canada  reached  a  development  equal  to  that 
country,  what  argument  possesses  any  force  as  to 
discrimination  against  the  English  manufacturer  ? 
Strip  the  idea  of  all  sentimental  consideration,  let 
us  look  at  it  purely  and  solely,  how  it  affects  the 
fishermen  of  this  country,  the  miners,  farmers, 
producers  and  manufacturers,  who  would  have  in 
the  United  States  a  market  for  all  that  they  could 
produce,  which  would  be  enormously  beneficial  to 
them. 

England's  Revenues  not  from  Trade. 

But  England  has  reached  a  point  in  her  career, 
in  which  her  fortunes  do  not  rest  on  trade  alone. 
Her  manufactures  are  beginning  to  play  a  secon- 
dary part  in  producing  the  accumulations  of  wealth 
for  which  she  has  become  famous.  Her  investors 
are  the  earning  powers  of  the  country  now,  rather 
than  her  manufacturers  and  exporters.  Thus  it  is 
said  that  the  total  receipts  by  Great  Britain  from 
interest,  dividends  and  the  results  of  investments 
abroad,  equal  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
A  thousand  million  of  dollars  a  year  is  a  vast  sum, 
amounting  to  pretty  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars 
a  day,  and  this  sum  is  derived  not  from  any  export 
of  goods,  not  from  any  trade  transactions,  or  the 
results  of  industry  or  labor.  It  is  simply  for  the 
use  of  money  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  the  pro- 
motion of  various  enterprises,  in  retarn  for  in- 
debtedness by  states,  colonies,  corporations  muni- 
cipalities and  individuals. 

Now  the  continent  of  North  America  is  the  best 
field  for  investment  the  world  affords,  and  Great 
Britain  is  beginning  to  perceive  it.  Her  invest- 
ments in  South  America,  especially  in  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  in  Egypt,  in  Africa  and  elsewhere, 
are  all  attended  with  great  risk,  while  those  in  a 
country  so  stable,  so  prosperous  as  the  United 
States,  and  as  Canada  may  become,  are  attractive, 
safe  and  profitable.  Speaking  the  same  language, 
governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  with  all  the  ele- 
ments of  safety,  progress  and  prosperity,  what 
better  field  than  this  continent  is  open  for  the  use 
of  British  capital.  No  greater  contribution  to  the 
greatness  of  Great  Britain,  her  continued  pros- 
perity and  power,  is  possible  than  to  open  up  the 
enormous  North  American  continent  as  a  field  for 
investment,  and  that  can  only  be  done  by  some 
form  of  commercial  union  between  the  latitudes 
that  make  up  the  whole  continent. 

Canada  as  a  Field  for  Investment. 

Hence,  if  Canada  were  in  a  position  to  invite 
large  investments  from  Great  Britain  by  such  a 
relation  with  the  United  States,  as  would  beget 
her  largest  and  most  rapid  development,  see  how 
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advantageous  to  Canada  it  would  be,  how  she 
would  become  enriched,  and  how  ehe  would  then 
contribute  to  the  revenues  of  the  mother  land,  by 
the  employment  of  the  capital  lying  idle  there  in 
millions  of  millions  of  pounds.'  Are  you  aware  that 
interest  throughout  the  last  few  months  has  not 
exceeded  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  an  outgo  of  capital  unless  new 
fields  open  up  of  a  safe  and  profitable  character,  and 
there  is  no  field,  in  all  the  world,  so  attractive  as 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  if  she  but  had  the  chance 
for  her  commercial  life.  At  present  the  interest  to 
be  paid  by  Canada,  on  the  money  already  here, 
taxes  to  the  utmost  the  debt  paying  power  of  the 
people.  It  is  only  by  enriching  them  by  a  larger 
market,  a  greater  possibility  of  profit  from  their 
productions,  by  an  enlarged  development  of  the 
country,  that  further  capital  can  be  induced  in  this 
direction. 

Enrichment  of  Canada. 

But  ths  enrichment  of  Canada  would  not  only  be 
brought  about  by  a  larger  investment  of  British 
capital  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain,  but  it  would 
be  brought  about  by  the  efforts  of  her  people,  if  her 
own  people  had  but  an  equal  chance  with  the  rest 
of  the  continent.  Never  in  the  history  of  the  world 
was  there  a  people  better  equipped  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  conditions  made  favorable  to  them,  than 
the  people  of  Canada.  Look  at  their  ancestry,  think 
of  the  efforts  made  to  subdue  the  Dominion,  its 
present  condition,  of  the  hardships  endured,  of  the 
vigor  and  strength  developed,  of  the  sacrifices  made 
for  the  future,  and  see  how  weak  and  puerile  that 
future  is  !  The  training,  the  vigor  and  the  ability 
of  the  Canadian  makes  him  stand  foremost  as  a 
nation  of  workers,  against  any  part  of  the  world. 
Nowhere  is  there  a  people  more  industrious,  more 
thrifty,  more  intelligent  than  they.  Where  in  South 
America,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  are  the  elements 
of  self-reliance,  virility  and  intelligence  more 
developed  than  in  the  northern  half  of  the  continent? 
All  they  need  is  opportunity,  and  the  statesmanship 
which  restricts  and  limits  their  possibilities  is 
undeserving  of  the  name  of  statesmanship. 

Emerson  has  said,  "  We  live  in  a  new  and  excep- 
tional age.  North  America  is  another  name  for 
Opportunity.  Its  whole  history  shows  it  to  be  the 
last,  best  gift  of  God  to  mankind."  The  opportunity 
for  which  North  America  is  another  name  is  not  to 
be  confined  to  half  of  the  continent,  but  to  the  whole 
of  it,  and  to  the  Canadian  the  opportunity  of  the 
moment  is  supreme.  Next  door  to  him  a  market 
has  been  created  of  the  most  stupendous  proportions 
In  which  he  ought  to  be  able  to  trade ;  in  his  own 
possession  are  products  and  resources  from  which 
he  can  realize  the  greatest  prosperity.  He  possesses 
in  himself  all  the  elements  to  carry  forward  that 
realization  to  the  highest  perfection,  and  he  needs 
only  freedom  of  action,  needs  only  to  be  let  alone, 
°nly  to  do  as  nature  intended  him  to  do,  and  this 
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Canada  of  ours  will  be  the  greatest  country  on  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Wiman  then  proceeded,  by  the  aid  of  a  map, 
to  demonstrate  the  advantages  of  the  utmost  free- 
dom of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Ca- 
nada. He  pointed  out  the  enrichment  that  would 
follow  from  every  section  along  a  border  line  un- 
parelleled  in  length,  from  every  interest  included 
in  the  long  stretch  of  British  Empire,  which  exists 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific.  His  knowl- 
edge of  resources,  productions,  territory,  variety  of 
interests,  needs  and  wants  of  the  people  on  each 
side  of  the  border,  was  shown  in  a  rapid  sketch  of 
the  advantages  which  would  flow  from  the  freest 
intercourse  to  the  people  on  both  sides  of  the 
border. 

A  Zollverein  Early  Possible. 

The  speaker  claimed  that  Continental  Free  Trade 
or  Commercial  Union  was  possible  within  the  next 
four  years,  unless,  indeed,  the  annexationist  in  Ca- 
nada defeated  reciprocity  by  inducing  the  Ameri- 
cans to  hold  off  in  the  hops  of  acquiring  this  great 
country.  He  believed  there  was  nothing  easier  to 
be  accomplished,  if  the  people  of  Canada  were  will- 
ing, than  the  closest  possible  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States.  In  spite  of  the  expectation 
which  unwise  agitation  towards  annexation  was 
promoting,  the  good  sense  of  the  business  men  of  the 
United  States  would  prevail,  and  the  politicians 
would  have  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  their  consti- 
tuents, who  want  trade  rather  than  territory,  who 
need  free  raw  material  rather  than  political  com- 
plications, and  were  ready  for  a  Zollverein  at  any 
moment. 

The  time  was  opportune  for  pressing  considera- 
tion of  this  question  upon  the  United  States.  An- 
nexation could  be  maintained  in  that  country  as  in 
this,  as  unnecessary,  as  undesirable  and,  in  our 
life  time,  as  impossible.  It  was  equally  impossible 
from  a  British  standpoint.  Trade  and  profit 
was  the  present  watchword  of  the  Kepubli- 
can  as  of  the  Democrat,  and  whichever  party 
prevailed,  it  would  be  in  order  in  the  next  year  or 
two  for  the  people  of  Canada  to  propose  and  accept 
some  scheme  of  commercial  union  that  would 
enormously  enrich  them,  give  them  a  step  toward 
independence,  and  to  put  them  on  a  high  road  to  a 
position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

"  Once  to  every  man  and  nation  comes  a  moment  to 
decide. 

In  the  strife  of  truth  with  falsehood,  for  the  good 
or  evil  side : 

Some  great  cause,  God's  new  Messiah,  offering 
each  the  bloom  or  blight,  • 

Parts  the  goats  upon  the  left  hand,  and  the  sheep 
upon  the  right : 

And  the  choice  goes  by  forever,  'twixt  the  dark- 
ness and  the  light, 

Has  thou  choBen  ?  O !  my  people,  of  this  dear  and 
mighty  land. 

Looking  to  the  future,  in  whose  party  thou  shalt 
stand?" 
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HOW  IT  WOULD  ENLARGE  THE  OPPORTUNITIES  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 


At  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  October  27,  1892. 


It  was  an  admitted  fact  that  the  success  which 
attended  the  material  development  within  the 
United  States  was  a  contribution  to  the  good  of 
mankind,  beyond  all  other  contributions  of  the 
century  now  closing.  Without  any  attempt  at 
glorification  of  the  career  of  that  country,  or  a 
desire  to  augment  the  already  high  estimate  which 
that  people  themselves  place  upon  what  has  oc- 
curred, it  was  impossible  to  ignore  the  success 
which  had  beeu  achieved.  If  civilization  had  for 
its  purpose  the  promotion  of  human  happiness,  and 
if  human  happiness  found  its  most  perfect  develop- 
ment in  the  number  and  character  of  happy  homes 
in  any  country,  then  in  the  United  States,  had 
civilization  made  its  most  rapid  progress.  For  a 
greater  number  of  homes  had  been  created  in  the 
United  States  within  the  century  than  within  any 
other  country,  while,  as  a  rule,  the  average  condi- 
tion and  comfort  of  the  vast  hody  of  the  people 
were  certainly  of  a  higher  grade  than  any  ether 
country  in  the  world. 

.Enlargement  of  Opportunity. 

But  the  projrress  of  the  country  -was  not  al-me  to 
be  judged  by  the  numVerof  homes  Opportumiy  of 
the  most  remarkable  character  had  been  availed  of, 
and  in  almost  every  dtpartment  of  human  activity 
a  progress  had  been  attained  of  a  most  astonishing 
character.  Hence,  anything  that  would  enlarge 
that  area  of  opportunity,  that  would  increase  the 
possibility  of  achievement  in  a  similar  line  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  world  at  large.  If  a 
continental  unity  could  be  created  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada  of  a  character  that  would 
make  the  Northern  half  of  the  continent  prosper 
as  had  the  Southern  half,  aproportionate  advantage 
would  be  realized,  not  only  to  the  participants 
in  that  prosperity,  but  to  the  woild  at  large.  It 
was  with  a  view  of  discussing  what  sort  of  unity 
could  be  achieved  between  the  two  English  speak 
ing  people  that  together  hold  this  continent  in 
common,  that  the  speaker  said  he  ventured  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  audience. 

Crowning  Glory  of  North  America. 

The  ability  to  sustain  a  vast  population,  and  to 
sustain  it  in  conditions  of  the  greatest  possible 
comfort,  was  the  crowning  glo  y  of  the  continent 


of  North  America.  It  is  clear  that  in  the  Northern 
half  of  the  continent  not  one  in  ten  of  which  that 
half  was  competent  to  supply,  had  derived  support, 
while  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  same  continent 
the  population  had  increased  with  enormous 
strides.  Within  the  area  included  within  the 
United  States,  the  population  had  grown  even 
within  the  past  decade  at  a  ratio  double  that  of  the 
rest  of  the  world,  while  in  liberality  of  living,  the 
comfort  and  luxury  afforded  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  their  growth  in  wealth  and  in  intelli- 
gence, bore  a  like  proportion  as  compared  with  all 
other  countries.  But  it  was  not  alone  confined  to 
the  sustentation  of  life  upon  this  continent  itself 
that  it  was  pre-eminent  in  the  world.  Its  power  to 
help  the  rest  of  the  world  to  live  is  what  has  made 
it  a  most  conspicuous  example  of  helpfulness  to 
mankind.  For  instance,  no  contribution  for  the 
good  of  humanity  was  so  important  as  the  power  to 
yield  food  products  and  export  them  to  countries 
that  without  them  could  hardly  be  sustained. 
The  productive  forces  which  underlie  the  soil  of 
!  this  vast  area  are  therefore  the  salvationof  the  world . 
How  far  the  United  States  have  improved  the  op- 
portunities which  are  thus  needed,  as  it  were  by  a 
Divine  demand,  will  be  readily  understood  when 
the  extent  and  character,  variety  and  value  of  the 
exports  which  go  yearly  from  that  region  are  com; 
prehended.  If  these  vast  opportunities  so  divinely 
afforded  could  be  extended  so  as  to  cover  the  whole 
continent  instead  of  half  of  it,  and  by  the  enterprise 
aod  energy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  the  people  of  Canada,  the  same 
results  may  be  proportionally  achieved,  how  advan- 
tageous will  it  be,  not  only  to  both  nations  but  to 
the  world  at  large  need  not  be  recounted. 

Output  of  Food  Products. 

The  activity  which  in  the  United  States  has  over- 
taken cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  enormous  output 
of  food  products,  which  even  thus  early  has  resulted, 
has  been  a  greater  advantage  to  humanity  at  large, 
than  equal  activity  elsewhere  in  the  world.  To  ex- 
pand that  so  as  to  cover  areas  still  greater,  and  thus 
keep  up  with  the  enormous  increase  in  population 
everywhere,  would  be  one  of  the  achievements, 
■which  in  the  next  century  must  certainly  be  under- 
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taken,  if  production  is  to  be  maintained  in  propor- 
tion to  population. 

Equally  the  operations  on  the  continent.in  Canada, 
•comprising  as  it  does  the  greater  half  of  the  conti- 
nent, have  been,  of  course,  contributory  in  this 
direction.  But  the  meagreness  of  the  agricultural 
development  and  the  limited  character  of  the  sur- 
plus in  shipment,  are  in  startling  contrast  to  the 
surplus  from  the  United  States. 

Had  the  rest  of  the  world  heen  dependent  ODly  on 
the  northern  half  of  the  continent,  and  had  there 
been  only  a  production  in  the  United  States  equal 
even  to  its  own  increase  in  population,  the  rest  of 
the  world  would  have  been  in  poor  straits  for  food. 

The  cost  of  living  in  Great  Britain,  which  after 
all  is  the  basis  of  her  commercial  success  abroad, 
has  been  greatly  influenced  by  the  amplitude  of 
food  products  from  the  United  States.  The  agri- 
cultural depression  in  England  is  the  testimony  to 
this  statement,  for  although  the  farmer  has  been 
hurt,  a  vastly  greater  number  of  consumers  and 
manufacturing  population  have  been  helped  by  the 
cheapened  food  supplies. 

Thus  while  the  United  States  has  seemed  to  be 
the  commercial  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  the  oppo- 
site has  been  the  case  so  far  as  the  supply  of  food 
and  raw  material  is  concerned.  England's  supply  of 
cotton,  equally  with  her  supply  of  breadstuffs  and 
provisions,  tobacco,  cheese,  butter,  oil,  and  other 
essentials,  is  more  largely  derived  from  the  United 
States  than  from  elsewhere. 

Contributing  to  the  Greatness  of  Great 
Britain. 

Again,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  contribution  by 
the  United  States  to  the  maritime  greatness  of 
Great  Britain1?  The  investment  in  British  ship- 
ping to-day  is  perhaps  greater  in  amount  than  in 
any  other  distinctive  interest  in  that  country.  Its 
power  to  earn  consists  in  its  ability  to  trade  with 
other  nations.  With  what  nation  in  the  woild  is 
the  maritime  commerce  so  profitable  as  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States?  Recall  the 
splendid  lines  of  ocean  greyhounds  that  almost 
daily  ply  between  Liverpool  and  New  York; 
recall  also  the  lines  of  freighters,  such  as  the 
new  White  Star  additions,  the  great  National 
line,  the  Anchor,  the  Wilson,  the  Allan-State, 
and  other  lines  of  which  we  hear  but  little. 
The  tramp  steamers  that  by  the  score  come 
into  New  York,  Portland,  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Newport  News,  Norfolk,  Charles 
ton,  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  Galveston  and  other 
places,  form  in  themselves  a  vast  flotilla,  constantly 
and  valuably  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain.  Beside  these,  the  stately  ships 
under  canvas,  whose  name  is  legion,  that  come 
into  all  these  ports  to  carry  the  products  of  the 
continent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Britain's  profit 
on  transportation  of  American  products  is  greater 
than  the  profits  realized  from  any  other  equal  in- 
vestment. 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  profit  which  the 
United  States  has  created,  not  only  within  herself, 
not  only  in  food  supplies,  but  in  transportation 
facilities,  are  just  as  helpful  and  just  as  profitable 
to  those  abroad,  as  to  those  at  home. 

Employment  of  British  Capital. 

Still  further  opportunities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
world  at  laige  have  been  created  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  employment  of  foreign  capital.  In  no 
country  has  there  been  a  larger  amount  of  British 
and  foreign  money  invested  than  in  the  United 
States.  At  the  recent  Congress  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  London,  it  was  proposed  to  put  a  tax 
upon  American  food  products,  in  favor  of  the  Colo 
nies.  It  was  argued  that  it  would  benefit  Great 
Britain  by  stimulating  the  production  in  the  Colo- 
nies, by  shutting  out  the  products  of  the  United 
States.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  realized  that  in  doing 
this,  a  greater  destruction  would  take  place  to  profit 
to  English  investors  than  could  possibly  be  gained 
by  either  Colonial  or  British  consumers.  For  in- 
stance, the  transportation  facilities  within  the 
United  States  itself,  are  almost  as  largely  held  in 
Great  Britain  as  they  are  in  America.  Take,  as  an 
example,  even  the  Pullman  Car  Company,  which 
has  a  capital  of  $30,000,000.  YTet  one-quarter 
of  it  is  held  in.  Great  Britain,  and  mostly  in  Scot- 
land. Half  of  the  entire  capitalization  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Company  of  $100,000,000  is  held  in 
Great  Britain,  while  one  sale  of  bonds  alone  of  the 
New  York  Central  in  one  block  of  $25,000,000 
was  reported  in  London  a  few  years  ago.  If  the 
transportation  from  Kansas  of  corn  yields  a  larger 
return  to  the  railways  than  to  the  producer,  and 
Great  Britain  owns  stock  of  the  transportation 
agencies,  it  will  be  seen  how  foolish  would  be  a 
destruction  of  profit  to  the  British  shareholder,  for 
the  fanciful  advantage  to  the  Biitish  manufacturer 
at  the  cost  of  the  British  consumer. 

It  is  impossible  to  trace,  even  with  the  closest 
knowledge,  the  rivulets  and  streams  of  British 
capital  that  have  come  into  the  United  States.  An 
estimate  recently  made  shows  that  out  of  1,000 
millions  of  dollars  which  Great  Britain  receives 
in  the  shape  of  interest  yearly,  200  millions  of  this 
came  from  the  United  States  alone.  Thus  almost 
four  millions  of  dollars  a  week  in  interest  is  paid  by 
this  commercial  rival,  this  l  ir^er  enemy,  this  dis- 
loyal daughter  of  the  great  mother  of  nations. 
Surely  a  contribution  of  four  millions  a  week,  which 
in  a  very  short  time  may  be  a  million  dollars  a  day, 
is  not  to  be  ignored  among  the  achievements  which 
the  opportunities  of  the  United  States  have  afford- 
ed to  Great  Britain. 

How  can  Opportunities  be  Enlarged. 

Now,  if  these  opportunities  could  be  enlarged  by 
a  continental  unity,  and  the  United  States  make  a 
great  profit,  Canada  be  enormously  benefited,  and 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  the  world  helped,  is 
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it  not  time  that  some  form  of  unity  should  he  con- 
sidered. 

So  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  nothing  in  the 
■whole  range  of  possible  events  could  happen  which 
would  so  heneficially  affect  her,  as  to  have  the 
opportunities  of  the  United  States  so  far  enlarged 
as  to  extend  into  the  Northern  half  of  the  continent. 
But  in  order  that  we  may  perfectly  understand 
I  what  the  consequences  of  the  expansion  would  he 
of  the  opportunities  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
tinental proportions,  let  us  try  to  discover  what  are 
the  elements  which  have  made  up  the  suecess  in 
that  country. 

The  Causes  of  Material  Growth  in  America. 

Three  great  causes  are  plainly  evident  as  having 
produced  the  most  stupendous  material  results  in 
the  United  States.  The  first  one  of  these  has  heen 
the  ever  widening  area  of  the  country.  So  long  as 
new  Territories  were  added,  and  new  States  taken 
in,  so  long  as  hroad  fields  for  effort  were  yearly 
opened  up,  Just  so  long  was  the  progress  of  the 
country  great.  All  the  enrienment  of  the  nation 
has  heen  on  the  theory  of  expansion,  and  as  the 
new  country  needed  settlement  and  revealed  in- 
creased riches  and  resources,  it  is  but  a  simple 
matter  to  realize  how  rapidly  the  country  grew. 
Thus  ever-widening  areas  have  up  to  this  period 
been  the  chief  element  in  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  neighboring  nation. 

The  second  most  important  influence  which  has 
been  contributory  to  the  growth  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  its  immigration  from  abroad.  The 
contribution  of  the  best  class  from  every  nation  has 
been  going  on  for  many  years  in  great  proportions 
Thus  500,000  people  that  would  arrive  in  one  year 
would  be  no  extraordinary  figure.  These  500,000 
people  are  the  best  of  every  nation  ;  they  were  the 
youngest,  the  heartiest,  the  most  intelligent  and 
the  most  adventurous.  It  has  been  said  tbat  every 
immigrant  was  worth  to  the  United  States  $1,000. 
Hence,  if  there  were  500,000  immigrants  in  each 
year,  it  w  ould  appear  that  the  country  had  gained 
at  the  rate  of  500  millious  of  dollars  from  this  im- 
migration alone.  This  spread  over  a  period  of 
thirty  years  would  make  a  sum  equal  to  1,500 
millions,  which  if  added  to  the  productive  forces 
they  immediately  set  in  motion,  it  will  be  seen  how 
rapidly  augmented  the  wealth  of  the  Republic  has 
been.  This  immigration  has  been  the  second  great 
force  which  has  helped  that  country. 

Development  of  Natural  Resources. 

But  still  a  third,  and  even  greater  cause  for  pros- 
perity has  been  the  development  of  natural  re- 
sources. It  would  be  difficult  for  the  human  mind 
to  take  in  the  extent  of  this  growth.  The  iron 
trade  alone,  perhaps,  illustrates  it.  If  you  realize 
to  what  ex'. en*,  iron  has  become  the  article  most 
used  in  civilization,  how  it  permeates  the  whole 
warp  and  woof  of  human  existence ;  how  from  the 


parallel  strips  of  iron  laid  all  over  the  country  in 
the  shape  of  rails,  and  the  locomotive  that  thunders 
over  them,  down  to  the  minutest  article  of  use  in 
the  lady's  boudoir,  so  that  in  the  development  of 
that  great  industry  there  has  been  a  most  rapid 
stride,  until  now  the  iron  used  by  the  American 
people  in  proportion  to  population  is  far  greater 
than  by  any  people  in  the  world.  The  output  of 
iron  by  the  60  millions  of  that  nation  used  by  its 
own  people  is  far  in  excess  of  that  of  even  Great 
Britain.though  articles  from  iron  form  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  her  exports.  But  in  every  other  department 
for  the  supply  of  human  wants  the  development  has 
been  enormous.  Thus  in  coal,  corn  and  cotton— 
the  three  great  "  C's,"  how  enormous  has  been  the 
growth.  The  speaker  said,  he  stood  a  week  ago  on 
a  mountain  over -looking  the  Wyoming  Valley,  in 
Pennsylvania— the  scene  of  Campbell's  beautiful 
poem-  and  in  this  valley,  which  was  within  easy 
range  of  vision,  there  had  been  developed  in  the 
last  year  coal  which  had  realized  no  less  an  amount 
than  23  millions  of  dollars  from  that  narrow  strip 
of  territory.  As  for  cotton,  last  year's  product, 
alone,  amounted  to  eightmillion  bales,  which  at  the 
average  price  of  $50  a  bale  would  yield  no  less  a 
sum  than  400  millions  of  dollars,  an  amount  greater 
than  the  total  output  of  all  the  gold  mines  of  the 
world  for  five  years.  This,  too,  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  the  least  intelligent  labor,  in  only  one 
section  of  the  country,  and  which  could  be  infinitely 
increased  when  the  world  could  take  the  cotton 
which  the  South  could  supply.  Oil,  corn,  tobacco, 
sugar,  silver,  gold,  timber,  fish,  and  a  variety  of 
food  products  unknown  elsewhere,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, make  up  a  sum  of  supply  for  human  happi- 
ness, were  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  this  people. 
So  that  in  the  development  of  natural  resources, 
and  of  the  forces  which  underlie  the  ground,  this 
people  had  become  greater,  in  a  material  sense,  than 
any  other  nation  in  the  world. 

The  Three  Elements  Reach  Limitation. 

Thus  the  three  great  elements,  ever-widening 
areas,  immigration,  and  development  of  natural  re 
sources— have  all  contributed  to  the  growth  of  the 
United  States.  Now  it  begins  to  be  realized  to- 
wards the  end  of  this  century  of  material  progress, 
that  these  three  great  elements  aTe  in  a  certain 
sense  circumscribed.  A  limitation  seems  to  have 
been  reached  in  all  three,  which,  unless  there  is  a 
wider  expansion  of  territory  for  development,  will 
begin  to  be  materially  lessened.  There  are  no 
more  States  to  be  taken  into  the  Union.  The  limits 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  lakes,  and  the  45th  parallel 
on  the  North,  and  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  South,  are 
just  as  fixed  and  determined  as  the  Atlantic,  on  the 
East,  and  the  Pacific,  on  the  West.  Within  that  mag- 
nificent stretch  nearly  all  the  States  of  the  Union 
are  now  taken  up,  and  it  is  difficult  to  discover 
where  the  ever-widening  are  as  which  have  so  long 
been  the  good  fortune  of  the  United  States  are  to 


28 


CONTINENTAL  UNITY. 


come  from.  The  rain  belt  which  runs  North  and 
Sonth  at  the  western  edge  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
is  an  important  element,  and  the  vast  stretch  be- 
tween the  western  boundaries  of  these  States,  and 
the  mountains  of  the  Pacific,  are  found  to  be  arid, 
and  only  by  large  expenditure  for  irrigation  can 
they  be  made  available.  Emigration  has  turned 
from  the  Bocky  mountains  eastward  to  meet  the 
great  surging  populace  that  comes  westward  from 
the  East.  The  result  is  that  in  the  last  ten  years 
the  cities  have  grown  rather  than  the  country. 
The  Census  shows  that  the  cities  have  increased 
at  the  rate  of  60  per  cent.,  while  the  farmer 
class  have  only  increased  at  the  rate  of  14  per 
cent.,  and  the  whole  population  26  per  cent. 
The  growth  at  the  ratio  of  60  per  cent,  in  the 
cities  for  the  ten  years  is  an  enormous  one,  as 
you  will  admit,  and  is  full  of  the  deepest  sig- 
nificance as  to  the  future  of  the  United  States 
It  reveals  in  trumpet  tones  that  there  is  no  more 
land  to  be  taken  up,  and  it  is  a  truth  of  a  serious 
character  that  it  is  just  as  difficult  now  to  get  a 
farm  in  Minnesota,  without  displacing  a  farmer,  as 
it  is  to  get  a  faTm  in  Pennsylvania  without  dis- 
placing a  farmer.  The  "land  hunger"  which  has 
set  in.  in  the  last  few  years,  which  has  had  its 
example  in  the  great  struggle  at  Oklahoma  the 
Sioux  Preservation  and  other  fields,  indicates  that 
the  areas  hitherto  open  and  free,  are  at  least  re- 
stricted and  beginning  to  be  crowded.  This  with 
exhaustion  of  arable  soils  in  the  Middle  States  and 
the  abandoned  farms  in  N  ew  England  States  is  an 
object  lesson  of  great  import. 

Equally  is  there  change  in  respect  to  immi- 
gration. There  is  a  tendency  towards  restricting 
this  materially,  simply  because  there  is  no  room 
for  them,  while  the  class  of  immigration,  such  as  the 
Italians,  Poles  and  Bussian  Jews,  who  herd  in 
cities,  are  the  direct  results  of  restricted  land 
supply,  and  will  have  the  effect  of  materially  re 
stricting  the  arrivals  hereafter,  unless  there  are 
open  fleld9  for  the  receotion  of  the  better  class. 

Equally  with  the  lessening  of  ever- widening 
areas,  equally  with  the  restriction  of  immigra- 
tion, comes  the  singular  occupancy  of  almost 
every  field  of  natural  resources.  Thus,  the  oil  busi- 
ness is  altogether  taken  up  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company ;  the  coal  business  is  controlled  by  the 
Reading  coal  combine ;  iron  is  already  practically 
cornered,  while  in  lumber,  silver  and  copper  there 
is  a  practical  union  of  interests.  The  sugar  trade 
is  restricted  to  the  Sugar  Trust,  and  in  almost 
every  industry  a  combination  has  been  formed,  so 
that  the  opportunity  for  the  next  generation  to  deal 
in  these  natural  products  or  even  manufactured 
supplies  is  restricted  to  the  few.  The  young  man 
of  the  future  seeking  for  employment  must  become 
forever  a  clerk,  a  hewer  of  wood  or  a  drawer  of 
water,  because  he  cannot  find  opportunity  for  the 
development  on  his  own  account,  and  of  his  own 
ability  in  the  development  of  natural  resources. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  three  great  forces 


that  have  been  in  operation  in  the  United  States  are 
in  a  certain  sense  becoming  restricted,  and  while 
the  population  grows,  and  the  necessity  for  broad 
expansion  is  more  than  ever  apparent,  restriction 
combination  and  lessened  areas  are  the  features  of 
the  hour. 

Equipped  for  Still  Broader  Expansion. 

Meantime  the  United  States  is  equipped  for  in 
creased  expansion,  for  conquering  new  territory. 
The  locomotive  builders  will  soon  need  new  rail 
ways  which  to  equip,  so  with  the  builders  of  Ma 
chinery.of  Agricultural  Implements,  Stoves,  Boots 
and  Shoes,  and  the  ten  thousand  other  industries 
will  need  new  markets,  meantime  the  rank  and 
file  of  emigration,  of  the  surplus  population,  of  the 
adventurous  and  enterprising  spirits  that  are  in 
the  schools  and  colleges,  workshops,  mines  and 
factoiies  of  the  Union  will  need  some  further  outlet 
in  which  their  energies  and  enterprise  can  be  em 
ployed. 

The  Prospect  in  Canada. 

Now,  some  form  of  continental  unity  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada  would  open  up  a 
country  to  meet  this  condition.  Here  are  ever- 
widening  areas,  here  is  abundant  room  for  emigra- 
tion, and  surely  in  Canada?  more  than  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world,  there  is  abundance  of  natural 
resources  needing  only  development.  The  very 
elements  that  have  made  the  United  States  success- 
ful are  the  elements  which  Canada  needs.  The 
advantage  to  the  United  States  of  a  continental 
unity  is  quite  as  great  as  to  Canada,  and  nothing  in 
the  possible  category  of  events  would  be  so  helpful 
to  both  as  to  break  down  the  barrier  that  exists  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Which  Form  of  Union  ? 


Two  forms  of  Continental  Unity  seem  possible 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  One  form 
is  that  of  a  political  union,  another  form  is  that  of  a 
reciprocal  or  commercial  union,  by  which  the  cus- 
toms borderline  between  the  two  countries  could 
be  completely  obliterated.  It  is  to  discuss  before 
you  these  two  modes  of  union  that  this  opportunity 
has  been  sought.  Let  us  first  talk  of  political 
union. 

So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  estimate  the  advantages 
which  would  flow  to  both  countries  from  a  union  of 
material  interest,  nothing  couhTocccur  so  advan- 
tagous  as  a  political  ucion.  The  growth  in  the 
United  States  is  the  measure  of  the  growth  possible 
to  Canada,  if  the  countries  were  one 'politically 
well  as  commercially.  So  far  as  ^advantage  is 
concerned,  there  is  simply  no  question  as  to  the 
material  gain  to  Canada.  The  speaker  said,  that  he 
was  once  asked  before  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  how  much,  as  a  realizable 
asset,  Canada  would  increase  if  she  were  a  part  of 
the  Union.    He  had  replied,  that  she  wouid  be 
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worth  a  hundred  times  as  much  as  she  is  now. 
Being  asked  if  he  did  not  mean  a  hundred  per  cent., 
he  replied,  no,  he  meant  what  he  had  said,  viz.  a 
hundred  times  as  much.  He  meant  by  that,  that 
the  iron  mines  of  Nora  Scotia,  Quebec,  Ontario,  and 
Algoma  were  practically  worthless,  so  far  as  an 
output  was  concerned,  but  that  with  an  unlimited 
market  for  the  tight st  grade  of  ore,  mined  at  a 
less  expense  and  nearest  the  greatest  means  of 
communication,  would  be  worth  a  hundred  times  as 
much  as  they  are  to-day.  He  meant  that  the 
fisheries,  timber  limits,  and  above  a?l,  the  shipping 
interests  of  the  country,  would  be  augmented  a 
hundred  times.  Canada  had  spent  sixty  millions  of 
dollars  in  her  canals,  and  she  has  lees  than  sixty 
craft  to  navigate  them.  If  she  were  a  part  of  the 
United  States,  she  would  be  the  greatest  shipping 
nation  in  the  world.  There  was  commerce  floating 
ing  for  eight  months  in  the  year  on  the  Detroit 
River,  which  exceeded  in  tonnage  that  of  London 
and  Liverpool  combined  for  the  whole  year,  and 
Canada  had  not  a  dollar's  interest  in  that  tonnage. 
If  she  were  a  part  of  the  Union  she  would  have 
one-half  of  it,  because  her  people  are  natural  born 
sailors,  she  has  abundant  supply  of  raw  material, 
great  ports,  and  a  development  in  this  respect 
would  far  exceed  the  above  estimate,  nut  before 
the  Senate  Committee.  So  with  almost  every  other 
asset  it  is  possible  to  name.  Certainly  the  farms  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island  would  be 
worth  the  interest  on  a  hundred  times  their  present 
value,  if  the  markets  of  the  United  States  were 
freely  opened  to  them. 

Desire  for  Political  Union. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  material  advantage  was  con- 
cerned, political  union  was  beyond  all  question  the 
most  advantageous  thing,  materially  considered, 
that  could  occur  to  Canada. 

But  the  question  was,  whether  political  union 
could  be  brought  at  out  within  anything  like  rea- 
sonable time ;  whether  if  it  could  be  brought  about 
it  was  desirable.  The  speaker  said,  he  had  felt  for 
many  years  that  annexation  was  unnecessary,  was 
undesirable,  and  was  impossible.  In  every  speech 
that  he  had  made  and  every  article  he  had  written, 
In  relation  to  this  great  Canadian  question,  he  had 
reiterated  that  belief.  Indeed,  it  had  come  to  be  to 
him  like  the  formula  of  a  doctor,  who,  when  asked 
for  a  cure,  makes  a  prescription,  and  the  prescrip- 
tion which  the  speaker  has  at  all  times  indulged  in 
was,  that  annexation  was  unnecessary,  was  unde- 
sirable, and  ttat  it  was  impossible. 

That  there  is  a  growth  in  the  sentiment  in  favor 
of  political  union,  theie  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  a 
natural  growth,  and  if  there  is  no  hope  for  a  reci- 
procal union,  if  there  is  no  chance  for  a  better  re- 
lation between  these  two  countries,  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  sentiment  towards  a  political  assi- 
milation will  grow  with  great  rapidity.  The 
extent  of  the  personal  annexation  that  is  all 


the  time  going  forward  in  the  6hape  of  an 
exodus,  must  have  its  eventual  effect  upon  the 
country  left  behind.  A  census  of  the  Canadians  in 
the  United  States  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
features  of  the  hour.  The  "  new  Yankee,"  as  the 
Nova  Scotian  is  called  in  Boston,  the  ever-present 
French  Canadian,  who  in  every  manufacturing 
town  is  found  to  prevail,  equally  with  the  enter- 
prising native  of  Ontario,  occupy  positions  in  the 
United  States,  to-day,  more  influential,  more  con- 
trolling and  more  profitable  than  any  other  single 
class  of  immigration  that  has  ever  reached  those 
shores. 

The  result,  together  with  the  operations  of  the 
tariffs,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  the 
stunted  growth  of  Canada,  together  with  the  racial 
and  religious  difficulties  between  Quebec  and 
Ontario,  and  the  apparent  hopelessness  of  the 
future  for  Canada,  make  it  absolutely  certain  that  a 
desire  for  political  union  will  grow  as  time  goes  on. 

Difficulty  with  Details  to  accomplish  Political 
Union. 

But  notwithstanding  the  rapidity  in  growth  of 
the  desire  for  a  political  assimilation  of  the  two 
countries,  it  is  difficult  when  you  get  down  to 
details  to  discover  how  it  could  be  consummated. 
There  seems  to  be  no  constitutional  means  by 
which  annexation  can  take  place.  Looking  at  it 
from  a  United  States  point  of  view,  there  are  only 
three  ways  in  which  they  can  be  added  to.  These 
are,  first  conquest,  second  purchase,  and  third 
revolution.  The  greater  part  of  the  United  States 
hap  been  purchased  from  European  potentates,  the 
last  instance  being  that  of  Alaska.  Now,  there  is 
no  such  possibility  as  the  purchase  of  Canada. 
All  the  money  of  the  United  States  could  be  piled 
up,  if  every  cent  in  their  possession  was  put  into 
one  pile,  it  would  not  purchase  an  acre  of  Canada 
from  Great  Britain.  She  would  never  part  for 
money  with  any  portion  of  her  territory,  while 
the  Canadians  would,  of  course,  not  submit  to  any 
such.  sale.  Once  Mr.  Blaine,  in  a  bantering  mood, 
had  asVed  the  speaker  if  all  the  governmental, 
provincial,  municipal,  railroad  and  farm  mortgage 
indebtedness  of  Canada  was  paid,  would  they  come 
into  the  Union,  and  asked  the  speaker  if  he  were 
williDg  to  negotiate  for  the  acquirement  of  the 
country  on  such  terms.  He  was  told  that  he  little 
understood  the  sentiment  that  pervaded  the  com- 
munity, and  that  even  such  a  proposition,  in  a  spirit 
of  banter,  would  do  infinite  harm.  So  far  as  pur- 
chase is  concerned,  therefore,  it  seems  out  of  the 
question.  So  with  conquest.  It  would  simply  mean 
a  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  of  all  things 
neither  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain  can  af- 
ford, and  i3  not  for  one  moment  to  be  considered. 
Equally  as  to  a  revolution  in  Canada,  it  is  simply 
impossible.  There  can  be  no  revolution  where  there 
is  a  ballot  box.  There  is  no  [political  discontent  as 
aglnst  the  governmental  institutions  of  Canada. 
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Indeed,  there  is  an  immeasurable  political  content- 
ment because  of  a  responsible  government,  honestly 
administered,  liberal  laws,  and  the  elastic  institu- 
tions which  bless  the  Canadians,  and  to-day  they 
are  in  a  far  preferable  condition  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  form  of  government. 

Delay  from  Annexation  Advocacy. 

As  to  how  annexation  ever  is  to  be  brought  about, 
it  seems  most  difficult  to  discern.  It  is  said  that  in 
Toronto  there  is  a  political  union  club  formed ;  that 
they  intend  to  disseminate  literature  and  have 
speeches  and  addresses,  and  the  question  honestly 
discussed.  This  is  most  desirable.  It  is  also  said  to 
be  the  intention  at  the  next  general  election  to  put 
ten  or  twenty  candidates  in  the  field.  It  seems  an 
utter  impossibility,  judging  by  the  temper  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people,  that  any  one  of  these 
candidates  would  have  the  slightest  chance  of 
election.  But  suppose  that  even  five  out  of  ten  were 
elected,  or  even  ten  out  of  twenty,  how  many  years 
would  elapse  before  a  sufficient  number  of  parlia- 
mentary representatives  could  be  got  together  who 
would  favor  annexation.  "Why,  it  would  take  at 
least  fifty  years. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  movement 
with  consequences  so  vast  as  annexation  can  ever 
take  place  with  only  a  mere  majority.  The  United 
States  would  not  admit  Canada  into  the  Union  un- 
less nine-tenths  of  her  population  asked  for  it, 
and  the  prospect  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  ever 
demanding  annexation  is  so  remote,  and  so  hope- 
less, that  it  is  folly,  dreaming  that  this  would  be 
the  remedy  for  the  commercial  and  material  die- 
advantages  under  which  the  country  is  laboring. 
Horace  has  a  motto  of  which  the  speaker  said  he 
was  very  fond,  and  it  was— "The  short  space  of  life 
forbids  the  laying  of  plans  requiring  a  long  time  for 
their  accomplishment." 

From  a  careful  and  painstaking  study  of  this 
question  for  many  years,  with  as  perfect  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  conditions  that  prevail  in  Canada  as  it 
was  possible  for  a  Canadian  outside  of  the  country 
to  have,  his  deliberate  con-viction  was  that  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  years  was  a  time  too  short  in 
which  to  achieve  political  union. 

Annexation  not  a  Factor  in  Practical  Politics. 

If  the  present  generation  desire  any  advantage 
from  the  growth  of  the  country,  if  the  resources 
and  chances  on  this  continent  are  to  be  worth  any- 
thing at  all,  it  seems  folly  to  postpone  their  realiza- 
tion for  a  lifetime,  which  political  union  certainly 
did.  Looking  at  the  matter  as  a  purely  practical 
one,  it  seemed  the  utmost  folly  to  expect  anything 
from  political  union  in  the  shape  of  material  ad- 
vantage for  half  a  century  to  come. 

If  this  was  the  case  in  Canada,  it  was  infinitely 
more  the  casein  the  United  States.  The  vague,  in- 
dolent, general  conception  in  the  United  States  re- 


garding Canada  is,  that  it  should  form  a  part  of  the 
Union.  But  the  men  who  indulge  in  this  belief  do 
so  without  much  thought.  The  rank  and  file  of 
business  men  who  practically  control  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  the  United  States  are  somewhat  better 
informed,  while  the  politicians  themselves,  except 
they  want  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  groundlings,  and 
most  of  the  neighboring  nations  are  not  so  much  in 
love  with  annexation  as  the  people  of  Canada  sup- 
pose them  to  be.  The  merchant  who  wants  an  out- 
let for  his  goods,  the  father  of  half  a  dozen  sons  who 
wants  new  fields  in  which  they  can  operate,  the 
capitalist  seeking  for  augmentation  of  his  income 
by  purchase  of  land  or  of  timber  limits,  the  railroad 
builder,  the  locomotive  constructor,  the  agricul- 
tural implement  maker,  are  all  opposed  to  annexa- 
tion if  it  is  going  to  take  fifty  years  to  bring  it 
about.  Equally  the  politician  is  opposed  to  addi- 
tions of  territory.  There  is  not  a  politician  in  the 
country  who  would  not  protest  against  the  admis- 
sion into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  say 
sixteen  additional  representatives,  where  the  bal- 
ance of  power  is  now  held  with  such  equality  that 
the  absence  of  two  members  upsets  the  equilibrium.. 
The  addition  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  a 
new  body  of  representatives  would  be  simply  fatal 
to  either  party,  unless  their  tendencies  were  ascer- 
tained beforehand.  As  to  legislation,  it  is  simply 
out  of  the  question,  that  any  more  territory  should 
be  taken  in,  for  fifty  years.  Last  session  no  less 
than  fifteen  thousand  bills  were  introduced  into 
Congress,  and  not  one  member  of  that  body  read 
one-quarter  of  the  bills,  much  less  acted  upon  them. 
Indeed  there  were  only  eleven  hundred  bills  out  of 
the  fifteen  thousand  passed.  The  governmental  de- 
partments are  taxed  to  the  utmost,  and  no  less  than 
four  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  have  dropped 
dead  at  their  post,  because  of  the  exactions  of  the- 
office. 

The  Serious  Objections  to  Annexation. 

There  are  many  arguments  against  annexation, 
other  than  the  cry  of  disloyalty.  The  question 
should  be  thoroughly  discussed  and  thoroughly 
thrashed  out,  and  when  it  is  pratically  under- 
stood, as  it  ought  to  be,  the  desire  for  it  will 
be  far  less  than  it  is  now.  The  sentiment  in  its 
behalf  grows  because  it  is  a  great  move,  because  it 
is  an  illicit  love,  because  it  is  supposed  to  be  a  pos- 
sibility. Were  it  to  be  discussed  at  every  street 
corner,  in  every  public  place,  and  the  reasons  urged 
in  its  behalf  compared  with  those  .in  favor  of  reci- 
procal union,  it  would  cease.to;  exist. 

Few  in  Canada  or  in  the  United  States  have  real- 
ized just  what  the  annexation  of  Canada  means  to 
Great  Britain.  The  boast  that  the  sun  never  sets 
upon  the  British  Empire  would  cease,  if  Canada 
were  to  lose  her  British  connection.  The  stretch 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  is  the  longest 
stretch  of  British  territory  in  the  world.  To  denude 
Great  Britain  of  this  area,  which  comprises  forty 
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per  cent,  of  the  entire  British  Empire,  would  he, 
in  the  words  of  Dalton  McCarthy,  to  "reduce  her 
to  a  second  rate  power."  Her  moral  influence  in  the 
world  is  hecause  of  her  -vastness  of  Empire.  To 
denude  her  of  forty  per  cent,  of  that  area,  her  hold 
on  Australia,  on  India  and  other  colonies  would  he 
materially  lessened.  No  one  can  view  the  influence 
of  Great  Britain  upon  the  civilization  of  the  world, 
without  feeling  that  it  has  heen  of  the  highest  ad- 
vantage to  humanity.  Even  the  unthinking  Amer- 
ican who  wonld  like  to  add  enormously  to  his  terri- 
tory, hesitates  in  that  advocacy  when  he  under- 
stands the  position  it  would  place  Great  Britain  in. 
Thinking  men  in  the  United  States  realize  that  no 
influence  in  the  world  is  more  advantageous  to  the 
promotion  of  commerce,  to  the  creation  of  loans,  in 
mercantile  enterprise,  in  civilization,  intelligence 
and  religious  influence.  In  England  the  loss  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  Empire  as  Canada  is  viewed 
with  dismay.  The  struggle  which  Great  Britain, 
made  to  retain  the  thirteen  colonies  was  an  enor- 
mous one,  and  now  that  they  have  developed  to  a 
degree  so  great,  and  Canada  hecomes  so  exceedingly 
valuable  as  an  asset,  the  same  sentiment  of  resist- 
ance would  he  felt  in  Great  Britain,  even  though 
it  was  not  demonstrated  by  force  of  arms. 


The  Improbability  of  Annexation. 

There  is  no  justification  whatever  in  Canada 
seeking  a  different  political  alliance.  Great  Britain 
has  treated  Canada  with  the  utmost  liberality  and 
freedom.  Not  a  dollar  of  Canadian  revenue  is 
sought  for  by  the  Imperial  Treasury,  and  notwith- 
standing the  enormous  expenditure  which  Great 
Britain  has  incurred  in  maintaining  Canada,  ad- 
vancing her  money  for  internal  improvements  and 
contributing  in  every  way  to  her  success,  she  prac- 
tically gives  up  to  the  people  of  Canada  the  entire 
country,  without  charge,  or  limit,  or  exaction.  No 
mother  ever  endowed  a  child  with  an  inheritance 
so  v;ist,  no  nation  ever  gave  up  more  completely  a 
poesession  so  great  as  the  territory  Canada  owns 
and  possesses  from  Gieat  Britain  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

A  sense  of  gratitude,  profound  patriotism,  love 
for  British  connection  permeates  the  Canadian  peo- 
ple, and  the  idea  that  they  will  willingly  throw  off 
the  allegiance  to  the  mother  country  is  the  most 
unlikely  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive  of. 

The  only  possible  justification  for  such  a  ten- 
dency is,  should  British  connection,  and  the  in- 
terests of  British  manufacturers  stand  in  the  way 
of  development  of  natural  resources.  Then  a  ten- 
dency in  this  direction  is  inevitable.  If,  however, 
by  commercial  union  of  some  character,  that  should 
be  alike  honorable  and  equitable,  all  the  advan- 
tages of  annexation  would  bo  obtained,  it  will  be 
Been  how  completely  will  be  removed  all  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  political  union. 


Can  Reciprocity  be  Had  ? 

One  of  the  chief  arguments  that  annexationists 
use  is  the  impossibility  of  procuring  a  commercial 
or  unrestricted  union  with  the  United  States.  It 
is  pointed  out  that  time  alter  time  Canadian  ambas- 
sadors have  gone  to  Washington  to  tender  recipro- 
city in  natural  products,  and  even,  to  some  extent, 
in  other  articles.  It  is  said  that  while  the  American 
people  feel  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  acquiring 
bo  vast  a  territory  by  a  retaliatory  policy,  they  will 
never  consent  to  yield  all  the  advantages  of  a  close 
connection  by  reciprocity. 

The  strongest  argument  for  political  union  is 
that  commercial  union  is  impossible.  The  speaker 
said  he  professed  to  know  as  much  about  this  ques- 
tion as  any  other  living  man.  He  claimed  that  he 
had  opportunities  in  the  United  States  approached 
by  no  other  individual  for  testing  public  sentiment, 
he  had  an  enormous  contact  with  public  men,  with 
bankers,  with  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  the 
commercial  class,  more  than  any  other  Canadian. 
Some  credit  must  be  given  to  him  for  intelligence  and 
sincerity,  in  addition  to  his  knowledge,  and  that  with 
all  this  behind  him,  he  made  this  deliberate  state- 
ment, that  he  believed  that  if  the  Canadian  people, 
through  their  government,  would  consent  to  a  com- 
plete and  perfect  reciprocity,  in  less  than  three 
years  it  could  be  achieved.  It  was  true  that 
many  politicians  thought  they  could  make  capital 
by  retaliation,  and  the  foolish  movement  in  favor  of 
annexation  in  Canada  had  been  so  magnified  as  to 
make  a  good  many  people  suppose  there  was  a 
growth  in  the  sentiment,  that  in  time  would  become 
effective.  But  the  business  men  of  the  country 
know  better.  Their  information  is  much  more 
complete,  and  they  realize  that  if  there  was  any 
hope  at  all  for  a  close  relation  between  the  two 
peop  le  it  would  be  through  reciprocal  or  commer- 
cial arrangements. 

Trade  Needed  in  United  States  more  than 
Territory. 

It  was  exceedingly  easy  to  educate  the  American 
i  manilacturer  and  merchants  the  advantages  of  a 
commercial  arrangement  with  Canada,  and  through 
them  it  would  be  exceedingly  easy  to  influence 
legislation.  Take,  for  instance,  the  distinctive 
articles  manufactured  in  the  various  States,  and 
note  how  many  voters  would  be  interested  in  getting 
the  expansive  market  which  Canada  by  its  enor- 
mous growth  would  soon  become.  In  the  East,  in 
New  England,  for  instance,  all  the  manufacturers 
of  that  country  would  like  to  trade  with  the  Mari- 
time Provinces ;  equally  would  they  like  to  receive 
coal  and  iron  and  food  products.  No  Senatorjor  Con- 
gressman from  any  district  in  New  England  could 
withstand  the  demand  for  a  commercial  arrange- 
ment, if  the  Maritime  Provinces  were  in  a  position 
to  offer  it. 

The  barrier  between  the  two  countries  could  he 
immediately  obliterated,  and  the  McKinley  bill,  so 
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far  as  between  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  New 
England,  would  cease  to  be.  The  same  freedom  of 
trade  would  follow  as  between  Quebec  arid  Ontario, 
onjthe  one  hand,  and  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Ohio  on  the  other.  It  was  impossible  to  deny  the 
desire  for  an  expansion  of  trade  and  for  free  raw 
material  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Senators 
from  Pennsylvania,  from  New  York,  and  from  Ohio, 
would  have  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  the  men  who 
are  the  ^manufacturers  and  merchants,  seeking  a 
lar  ger^trade  relation. 

The  Two  Controlling  Political  Parties  Pledged 
to  Expansion. 

If  there  is  any  sincerity  at  all  in  the  Republicans 
in  their  advocacy  of  reciprocity,  they  cannot  deny 
to  Canada  that  boon,  when  unrestricted  trade  is 
offered.  Up  to  this  time  nothing  of  the  kind  has 
been  done.  The  offer  to  reciprocate  only  in  natural 
products  is  a  mockeiy  to  the  United  States.  In 
reason  it  couldjnot  be  entertained,  and  nothing  bat 
an  unrestricted  continental  markets  ill  be  accepted 
from  Canada,  in  exchange  for  an  equally  unrestrict- 
ed continental  market  in  the  United  States. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Democrats  are  at  all 
sincere  in  their  professions  of  free  trade,  a  free 
trade  arrangement  on  the  northern  border  of  the 
continent  would  be  an  instalment  of  the  best  and 
most  satisfactory  character.  There  is  no  pauper 
labor,  no  European  competition,  nothing  but  an  un- 
limited supply  of  free  raw  material,  partial  devel- 
opment of  manufactures  and  the  cheapest  of  food 
products,  which  the  Democrats,  of  all  people  in  the 
world,  are  the  most  anxious  to  obtain. 

Continental  Free  Trade  Possible. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  bis  deliberate  conviction 
that  if  the  policy  of  the  present  government  could 
be  so  modified  as  to  make  up  a  large  list  of  ar- 
ticles in  which  a  perfect  exchange  could  be 
consummated,  that  even  that  would  be  accepted 
as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Eut  if  the 
present  government  could  not  do  it,  and  a 
Liberal  goverment  were  to  offer  Continental 
Free  Trade  or  commercial  union,  in  the  terms 
of  either  the  Butterworth  bill  or  the  Hitt 
resolution,  he  believed  in  all  his  heart  and  soul 
that  this  arrangement  could  be  .consummated,  for 
the  infinite  benefit  of  both  countries.  Certainly 
there  was  nothing  in  the  present  position  of  matters 
in  the  United  States  to  show  a  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  that  country  to  trade  in  the  freest  maimer 
with  Canada,  if  the  customs  barrier  between  the 
two  were  obliterated.  If  annexation  had  no  better 
argument,  or  no  firmer  basis  than  the  allegation 
that  the  United  States  would  not  grant  reciprocity, 
then  was  its  promotion  most  dangerous,  its  advocacy 
most  foolish,  and  its  final  result  most  dif-astrous. 

The  advocacy  of  annexation  in  Canada  does  in- 
finite harm  in  the  United  States.  Nothing  can  ever 
be  accomplished  by  encouraging  retaliation  in  that 
country.  The  peoplo  of  Canada  are  not  to  be 


driven  into  a  political  alliance,  which  they  do  not 
covet,  out  cf  a  political  alliance  with  which  they 
are  entirely  content.  If  annexation  is  ever  to  be 
achieved,  it  must  be  done  by  a  condition  of  pre- 
paredness on  the  part  of  both  parties  to  the  contract. 
If  a  sensible  and  reasonable  man  thought  for  an 
instant  that  annexation  might  be  much  easier 
brought  about  by  a  close  commercial  intimacy  than 
by  continued  isolation,  he  should  cease  to  advocate 
annexation.  There  are  many  who  believe  that 
annexation  will  follow  Continental  Free  Trade. 
There  are  equally  many  more  who  believe  that 
Continental  Free  Trade  will  indefinitely  postpone 
it. 

Real  Freedom  in  Canada. 

It  is  true  that  if  reciprocity  exists,  discrimination 
again&t  Biitish  manufactures  will  follow,  and  that 
when  legislation  seeks  from  Great  Britain  consent 
to  shut  out  British  goods  in  favor  of  American 
goods,  a  step  is  taken  towards  an  independence  of 
action  that  may  look  to  an  eventual  severance  of 
the  connection  between  the  two  countries.  But 
those  who  look  deeper  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
the  Canadian  people,  and  feel  that  their  interests 
alone  compel  them  to  this  action ;  that  it  is  not 
meant  in  any  sense  cf  disloyalty  to  Great  Britain, 
but  is  an  essential  element  in  their  geographical 
and  commercial  existence,  and  that  it  will  be 
eventually  beneficial  to  Great'  Britain,  there  can  be 
no  serious  objection,  especially  as  prosperity  and 
success  would  do  more  to  maintain  loyalty  than 
continued  isolation,  stunted  development  and 
poverty. 

Benefit  to  Canada  beyond  Estimate. 

The  benefit  to  Canada  of  an  enlargement  of  the 
opportunities  of  the  Umited  States  by  continental 
unity  is  beyond  estimate.  There  is  hardly  a  mineral 
possession  in  the  country  but  would  be  immediately 
sought  by  American  capital  and  enterprise,  because 
of  the  American  Market.  The  fishing  interests 
would  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  best  market 
under  the  sun  for  the  catches,  while  in  timber,  in 
shipping,  and,  especially,  in  the  lesser  grains  and 
products  of  the  farmer,  a  stimulus  would  be  given 
which  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  value. 
But  Canada  would  be  enriched  by  an  immigration 
which  would  be  of  vast  proportions  in  the  North- 
west, and  which  overflowing  from  the  United 
States  by  the  sinking  of  the  barrier  between  the 
two  countries,  out  of  sight,  would  augment  produc- 
tion and  rapidly  increase  the  area  of  trade.  Emi- 
gration, instead  of  going  out  of  Canada,  and  taking 
the  best  young  men  and  young  women,  would 
cease,  while  immigrants  from  the  United  States,  as 
from  a  11  parts  of  Europe,  would  naturally  flow  in 
this  direction. 

Manufacturing  Interests  Advanced. 

But  in  no  department  of  activity  wlfchin  the 
Dominion  itself  would  there  be  be  a  greater  impulse 
than  to  the  manufacturing.  The  cry  that  recipro- 
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city  would  injure  manufacturing,  is  the  cry  of  those 
whose  existence  is  dependent  upon  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage over  the  rest  of  the  people.  The  absorp- 
tion of  goods  by  the  United  States  is  heyond  the 
proportion  of  any  other  country,  and  with  raw 
material  nearby,  with  the  best  class  of  manufac- 
turing population,  with  abundant  water  power, 
thrift  and  economy,  Canada  ought  to  become  one  of 
the  greatest  manufacturing  centres  in  the  world. 
More  than  half  of  the  French  population  are  now 
manufacturing  in  the  New  England  States. 
What  is  the  difference  between  Quebec,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  New  England  on  the  other,  so  far  as 
soil,  air,  water  and  material  surroundings  are  con- 
cerned! Why  is  it  that  the  French-Canadian  at 
Worcester  so  successful  as  a  manufacturer,  would 
not  be  equally  successful  in  Montreal,  if  the  same 
market  was  open  for  his  efforts  ?  Why  is  it  that 
the  agricultural  implement  manufacturer,  the 
stove  maker,  the  boot  and  shoe  maker,  the  furni- 
ture and  clothing  manufacturer  cannot  make  goods 
Just  as  well  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence  as  he  can 


south  of  it  ?  Canada  has  in  front  of  her  a  market  of 
enormous  proportions ;  is  possessed  within  herself 
of  an  abundance  of  raw  material,  a  thrifty,  indus- 
trious population,  and  if  it  cannot  hold  its  own 
against  the  Americans,  if  it  cannot  imitate  the 
mother  country  and  compete  for  the  trade  to  which 
it  would  like  free  access,  it  is  not  the  Canada  that 
we  are  all  so  proud  of. 

Thus,  in  all  classes  of  natural  resources  there 
would  be  the  greatest  development,  in  agricultural 
production,  there  would  be  a  marketf  or  the  largest 
output,  as  an  attractive  field  for  immigration 
nothing  in  the  world  would  possess  abetter  chance; 
and  in  manufactures  there  ought  to  be  no  question 
as  to  the  future. 

In  all  the  broad  area  of  the  world  there  would 
seem  no  better  prospect  for  enrichment,  for  growth 
and  progress,  than  in  Canada,  if  but  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  United  States  are  enlarged  by  such 
a  continental  unity  as  would]  make  trade  as  free,  as 
between  the  States  of  the  Union,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  provinces  of  the  Dominion,  on  the  other. 


ANGLO-SAXON  UNITY. 


THE    HOPE   OF   THE  WORLD. 


At  St.  John,  N.  B„  October  28,  1892. 


A  survey  of  the  world  shows  that  more  has  been 
achieved  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  than  by  any 
other.  In  holding  its  own  always  where  once 
planted,  and  generally  making  the  most  of  every- 
thing,  its  career  has  made  an  impress  on  the  world 
unequalled  or  even  approached.  Its  power  of 
absorption  of  other  races  shows  it  to  possess  forces 
of  assimilation  of  the  greatest  value,  not  only  to 
itself  but  to  other  nations.  The  antecedents  of  the 
race  seem  to  have  fitted  it  for  Just  this  property  of 
achievement  and  assimilation.  Not  only  assimila- 
tion of  other  races,  as  the  Celt,  the  Teuton  and  the 
Latin,  but  begetting  domination  and  development 
of  the  best  that  is  in  them. 

Fifteen  Hundred  Years  of  Preparation— Five 
Hundred  of  Achievement. 

Recall  the  amazing  march  of  this  Anglo-Saxon 
race  and  the  long  period  of  their  preparation.  In 
the  Fifth  Century,  coming  from  their  Germanic 
home,  we  see  them  take  root  in  English  soil— a  soil 
of  all  others  best  adapted  for  their  early  efforts. 
Crowding  out  the  weaker  races,  yet  ready  to  be 
softened  and  made  pliant  by  the  Christian  religion, 
laying  the  basis  for  that  high  nobility  of  character 
and  lofty  purpose  which  ever  after  characterize  the 
race.  Then  to  test  and  make  them  still  more  vigor- 
ous, came  the  long-continued  Danish  invasions, 
checking  their  growth  and  apparently  setting  them 
back  for  centuries.  Then  still  further  pushed  for 
centuries  by  the  French,  they  suddenly  shake  out 
their  banners  in  the  face  of  the  Norman  barons. 
With  a  vigor  of  arms  and  a  vigor  of  thought  they 
wrung  from  the  crowu  that  great  foundation  of 
human  rights,  the  Magna  Charta.  They  swung 
their  battle  axes  with  the  pent  up  energy  of  centur- 
ies, and  won  at  last  their  House  of  Commons.  A  new 
day  dawned  on  humanity  at  large  from  that  hour, 
and  though  it  took  fifteen  hundred  y*»ars  from  the 
birth  of  the  Saviour  to  achieve  that  legislative  court, 
and  that  bill  of  rights,  yet  at  last  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  it  was  secured.  It  was  then  that  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  the  hope  of  the  world  was  found 
as  it  is  to  day.  Who  shall  tell  of  the  wrong  and  evil 
tbat  in  the  dark  and  middle  ages  had  prevailed. 
How  vast  the  sorrow,  the  suffering,  the  terror  and 
the  woes  of  the  human  race  till  this  dawn  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  civilisation,  Christ  had  died  w  vain,  it 


would  almost  appear,  because  of  evil,  but  now  a 
new  dawn  sprang  forth,  and  the  words  of  Robert 
Coliyer  in  the  full  noon  of  the  new  day  were  true  :— 

"  Slow  and  sure  as  the  oaks  have  grown 
From  acorns  that  fell  on  a  dim  old  day. 
So  Saxon  manhood  in  city  and  town 
To  a  nobler  statue  will  grow  alway. 
Winning  by  inches,  holding  by  clinches, 
Standing  by  law  and  human  right, 
Many  times  failing,  .never  once  quailing, 
So  the  new  day  shall  come  out  from  the  night- 

Foundation  of  Human  Liberty. 

The  importance  of  what  was  then  aohieved  can 
be  measured  in  the  years  succeeding  the  15th 
century.  What  has  been  accomplished  in^the 
past  500  years,  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the 
foundation  of  human  liberty  thus  laid  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  than  any  other  influence.  If  civilization 
has  for  its  purpose  the  promotion  of  human  happi- 
ness, and  human  happiness  is  best  judged  by  the 
character  of  its  home,  the  progress  of  the  people, 
the  intelligence  and  skill  of  the  craftsman,  how 
enormously  is  the  world  indebted  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  civilization.  For  not  content  with  a  lodge- 
ment in  England,  the  Saxon  seeks  and  wins  by 
conquest  and  treaty  the  Celt  on  each  side,  and 
practically  makes  them  one.  Yet  pining  to  new 
fields  for  adventure  at  last  even  the  broad  Atlantic 
is  subdued  and  the  white  wings  go  flying  over  the 
waters  to  a  new  world. 

The  True' Discoverer  of  America— Anglo- 
Saxon  Influences. 

It  was  a  Saxon,  empowered  by  a  8axon  king, 
doing  more  carefully  what  centuries  before  had 
been  done  by  the  Icelanders,  that  first  really  dis- 
covered America.  It  was  the  Saxon  Cabots,  father 
and  son,  the  Bristol  merchants  who  10  or  16 
months  before  Columbus  touched  the  continent  of 
America,  that  planted  the  English  banner  on  the 
shore  of  Cape  Breton.  The  commemor^ion  of  the 
discovery  by  Columbus,  just  now  celebrated,  has 
been  all  very  well  in  its  way,  but  the  results  that 
followed  the  discovery  by  the  Cabots  are  more 
worthy  of  commemoration.  Judge  of  the  results  by 
the  relative  progress  onlthis  continent,  of  the  Latin 
race  that  followed  In  the  wake  of  Columbus  and  the 
achievement;  ol.the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  following  Jn. 
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the  wake  of  Cabot.  The  difference  in  the  two  races, 
and  the  immense  superiority  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is 
seen  in  the  difference  between  South  America  and 
North  America.  It  seemed  fortunate  for  mankind 
at  large  that  a  bank  of  cloud  changed  the  course  of 
Columbus  so  that  he  steered  south,  landing  at  San 
Salvador,  and  that  following  him  the  Spaniard 
and  the  Italian  became  the  inhabitants  of  South 
America.  Since  then  and  forever  hereafter  the 
instability  of  the  government,  the  low  moral  tone 
in  business  and  industry  and  thrift  will  prevail. 
Fortunate  escape  for  tins  marvelous  North  Amer- 
ican continent  that  Columbus  did  not  find  a  lodge- 
ment here.  It  remained  that  in  the  divine  and 
beneficent  Providence  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
should  findthe  most  perfect  home  on  this  continent. 
Surely  its  overpowering  advance  in  civilization 
has  found  here  the  amplest  field,  the  widest  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  Seeds  of  English  Liberty  Bore  a 
Glorious  Harvest. 

A  century  after  the  discovery  by  Cabot,  a  hand 
of  English  men  and  English  women  landed  at 
Plymouth,  laid  deep  and  broad  the  foundation  of  a 
new  and  magnificent  career  for  Anglo-Saxon 
triumphs.  They  shook  from  their  hands  the  seeds 
of  English  liberty,  and  the  winds  of  two  centuries 
have  winnowed  them  all  over  the  broad  continent. 
These  seeds  of  liberty,  taking  root,  bore  a  harvest 
that  took  its  shape  in  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, in  the  success  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  in  the  eventual  creation  of  a  nation  of  forty- 
four  nations.  This  vast  aggregation  still  maintains 
its  Anglo-Saxon  characteristics.  Possessing  the 
same  lineage,  the  same  language,  the  same  laws, 
the  same  literature,  it  is  essentially  Anglo-Saxon 
still,  animated  by  the  principles  of  the  Magna 
Charta,  founded  on  the  eternal  foundations  of 
truth  and  liberty,  the  growth  of  the  American 
Republic  has  been  steadfast,  and  rapid  beyond  the 
wildest  imaginations  of  prophets  or  enthusiasts. 

The  English  Language  Pervading  America. 

The  great  central  fact  in  the  progress  on  the 
continent  is  the  controlling  and  overpowering  in- 
fluence of  ;the  English  language.  How  far  that 
indicates  the  prevalence  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  civil- 
ization in  the  newtworld  is  best  shown  by  its 
universality.  All  nations  have  come  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  new  world,  yet  have  learned  the  English 
language,  no  dual  use  of  different  tongues  has  ever 
for  a  moment  been  contemplated.  True,  the  Teuton, 
by  his  numbers,  his  force  of  character,  and  the  deep 
impress  he  has  made  on  the  new  world,  has  in 
certain  localities  a  representation  in  the  German 
newspaper,  sometimes  in  the  German  school. 
Equally  the  Frenchman  and  now  the  Italian  are 
heard  in  their  native  tongue  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  home.  Rut  these  are  insignificant  patches 


in  the  great  network  with  which  the  English 
tongue  covers  the  continent.  No  babel  of  tongues 
is  heard,  but  the  sturdy,  strong  words  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  continent,  within  the 
Rritish  possessions,  there  are  no  signs  of  the  decad- 
ence of  the  English  tongue,  though  side  by  side  in 
legislative  halls  and  courts  the  language  of  another 
race  is  used. 

Canadian  Anglo-Saxonism. 

The  force  and  power  of  Anglo-Saxon  civilization 
has  been  just  as  clearly  shown  in  the  greater  half 
of  the  continent  as  in  the  southern  half.  Indeed, 
the  force  and  vigor  resulting  from  the  admixture 
of  Celt  and  Saxon  is  found  in  Rritish  North 
America  to  be  more  developed  than  ehewhere  on 
the}  globe.  They  are  more  assertive,  more  self- 
sufficient,  more  intensely  political  than  their 
cousins  across  the  border.  Comparing  the  Cana- 
dian people  with  those  of  any  other  nation,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  in  all 
the  virtues  that  go  to  make  up  a  vigorous  commu- 
nity they  are  unequalled.  Their  ancestry  made 
this  almost  certain.  The  industry  needed  to  clear 
the  land,  the  vigorous  effort  required  to  bring  a 
living  out  of  the  soil  or  the  sea,  the  privations  and 
poverty  endured  to  subdue  the  soil,  laid  the  basis 
for  a  great  people. 

Why  has  not  Equal  Success  been  Achieved  ? 

It  is  not  because  they  did  not  work  hard  enoueh 
in  the  past,  and  that  their  children  are  less  thrifty 
in  the  present,  that  a  success  eqtial  to  that  on  the 
lesser  half  of  the  continent  has  not  been  achieved. 
It  is  not  because  they  have  adhered  to  Rritish 
institutions  and  become  even  more  distinctively 
Anglo-Saxon  than  their  neighbors  that  the  progress 
of  the  Great  North  Land  has  been  less  marked  than 
the  progress  of  the  Republic.  It  has  been  because 
a  great  schism  in  the  Anprlo-Saxon  race  on  this 
continent  grew  out  of  mistake  in  commercial 
policy  which,  following  the  line  of  demarcation  that 
separates  the  two  nations,  sunders  them  as  widely 
apart  as  if  they  were  separated  by  a  high  mountain, 
by  a  deep  morass  or  a  wide  sea.  It  has  not  been 
by  political  difference  of  government,  not  by 
difference  of  administration  of  affairs  that 
one  scetion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  outstripped 
the  other  section  for  supremacy  on  this  continent. 
The  cause  for  the  disparity  between  them  is  in  the 
unfortunate  circumstance  that  the  people  of  Can- 
ada, by  commercial  policy  both  in  the  colony  and 
the  republic,  have  been  confined  to  narrow  limits. 
They  have  been  restricted  to  narrow  latitudes 
everywhere  the  same,  with  a  duplication  of  prod- 
ucts, of  meagre  variety,  with  an  open  market  3,000 
miles  away,  but  with  their  neighbors  shut  out  and 
themselves  shut  in. 
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Had  Free  Trade  Prevailed  on  the  Whole 
Continent. 

Had  British  principles  prevailed,  principles  of 
free  trade  and  unshackled  commerce,  Canada  would 
to-day  be  on  the  highest  road  to  prosperity.  This 
is  shown  by  the  progress  of  Great  Britain  itself  in 
the  enormous  extent  of  her  commerce,  and  especi- 
ally in  the  carrying  trade,  covering  every  sea,  hand- 
ling the  product  of  every  climate,  and  levying  tri- 
bute from  every  nation  under  the  sun  It  is  equally 
shown  in  the  progress  of  the  United  States,  whose 
success  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  free  trade  be- 
tween great  comrumonwealths  equally,  to  the  var- 
iety of  climate,  the  variety  of  product  and  resource, 
than  to  anything  else. 

Trade  Freedom  between  the  States  a  Sublime 
Conception. 

I-  The  conception  of  confederation  of  states  or  com- 
monwealths, without  being  surrounded  by  custom 
lines,  trading  with  each  other  in  all  varieties  of  all 
climates,  is  a  sublime  one.  The  union  of  such  a 
group,  till  at  last  they  number  forty-four  great 
nations,  centralizing  their  trade  and  commerce  in 
themselves,  and  by  rigid  barriers  trying  to  exclude 
the  rest  of  the  world,  is  a  spectacle  reserved  for 
these  later  days.  Note  the  enormous  growth  of  in- 
ternal commerce  thus  created.  Recall  the  fact  that 
the  tonnage  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal  is  greater 
in  eitht  months  than  the  commerce  of  the  Suez 
canal  for  an  entire  year.  Think  that  the  tonnage 
that  floats  in  the  Detroit  river,  the  boundary  be- 
tween Ontario  and  Michigan,  is  greater  than  the 
combined  tonnage  of  Liverpool  and  London.  The 
exchange  of  iron  ore  of  the  West  for  the  coal  of  the 
East,  of  the  copper  of  the  North  for  the  cotton  of  the 
South,  of  the  wheat  and  hour  of  the  Northwest  for 
the  manufactures  and  merchandise  of  the  East,  made 
up  this  vast  flotilla,  in  which,  sad  to  say,  Canada, 
alongf-ide,  had  not  a  dollar's  interest.  Though  Can- 
ada  has  spent  sixty  millions  of  dollars  on  her  water 
ways,  yet  she  has  not  sixty  craft  to  navigate  them, 
and  though  she  owns  one-half  the  Detroit  river,  she 
has  not  a  dollar  in  its  commerce,  the  largest  the 
world  boasta  of.  It  is  because  of  a  false  and  unwise 
policy,  on  the  part  of  both  sections  of  the  English 
speaking  race,  that  this  disparity  exists.  Is  it 
not  time  that  a  change  should  take  place  in  this 
doctrine  of  reprisals,  that  as  between  the  two  great 
portions  of  the  continent  there  should  no  longer 
prevail  a  commercial  belligerency.  The  Columbns 
commemoration  bids  the  nations  that  occupy  the 
continent  to  stop  as  ships  on  mid-ocean,  and  take  an 
observation  for  future  guidance.  The  present  is  a 
lime  for  stock-taking;  a  period  for  an  inventory  of 
achievement,  of  profits,  of  possessions. 

Progress  nnd  Permnnent  Prosperity. 

The  century  closing  a  career  more  wonderful  in 
achievements  than  was  accomplished  in  the  1800 
years  that  preceded  it,  admonishes  those  who  are 


laggards  in  the  race  to  reverse  their  policy  and  Join 
in  the  procession  that  on  this  continent  moves  to- 
ward progress  and  permanent  prosperity.  So  hap- 
pily in  the  Republic,  that  more  rapidly  than  else- 
where has  advanced  Anglo-Saxon  civilization,  a 
period  has  been  reached  when  a  reversal  of  the 
policy  of  belligerency  is  likely  to  follow.  The  ne- 
cessity for  a  change  by  the  Republican  party  in  the 
control  of  the  government,  whereby  reciprocity 
takes  its  place  side  by  side  with  protection  on  the 
banners  of  the  party  is  significant  of  the  pending 
change.  If  this  party  succeed  in  maintaining  their 
control  of  their  affairs,  there  is  good  ground  for 
hope  that  toward  the  best  of  the  continent,  there 
will  be  a  disposition  to  unshackle  commerce  and 
enlarge  trade.  This  is  likely  to  be  the  case  unless, 
indeed,  the  machinations  of  annexationists  make  it 
appear  that  by  a  policy  of  indifference,  or  of  posi- 
tive pressure  and  retaliation,  Car  ada  will  be  ac- 
quired politically  and  assimilated  into  the  Union. 
Nothing  but  this  expectation,  this  false  hope,  this 
delusive  snare,  will  prevent  the  extension  toward 
Canada  of  the  most  liberal  reciprocal  measures. 

A  Change  in  United  States  Policy. 

If  however,  a  change  should  take  place  in  the  ad. 
ministration  that  presides  over  the  vast  aggrega- 
tion of  humanity  to  the  south,  and  the  Democrats 
should  come  into  control,  the  tendency  toward  a 
larger  trade  relation  is  sure  to  follow.  Canada 
should  be  the  first  of  outside  nations  to  feel  the  ef- 
fect of  the  success  that  would  follow  the  election  of 
Mr.  Cleveland.  The  struggle  therefore  that  im- 
pends is  the  most  important,  especially  to  Canada, 
that  has  ever  taken  place,  and  will  have  a  vital  in- 
fluence in  the  future  unity  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
on  this  continent. 

The  unity  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  or  its  achieve- 
ments for  the  good  of  mankind,  does  not  nece<  sarily 
imply  a  political  unity.  The  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain toward  the  world  atlarge,  and  especially  toward 
the  United  States,  has  no  semblance  or  tendency  to- 
ward a  political  union,  yet  it  would  be  impossible 
To  conceive  of  a  closer  commercial  intimacy  than 
exists.  Even  as  against  a  policy  of  exclusion  by 
the  United  States,  of  deliberate  isolation,  the  com- 
merce that  exists  between  the  two  dominant  Anglo- 
Saxon  nations  on  the  globe  exceeds  that  of  any 
other  in  the  world.  Mr.  Wiman  showed  that  as  be- 
tween Canada  and  the  mother  country,  which  wer  e 
one  politically,  there  was  not  really  the  growth  as 
there  was  between  the  United  States  and  the 
mother  country.  In  15  years  Canada  and  Great 
Briitan  had  increased  their  trade  a  paltry  one  and  a 
half  million  of  pounds,  while  as  between  the  United 
States  and  Britain  it  had  grown  by  fifty  millions. 
In  that  period  each  American  had  increased  his 
business  with  the  mother  country  by  sixteen  shil- 
lings, whilo  each  Canadian  had  increased  it  six  shil- 
lings. If  loyalty  consisted  in  benefiting  the  mother 
I  country  by  trade  and  profit,  then  was  each  Ameii- 
|  can  almost  three  times  as  loyal  as  each  Canadian. 
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If,  however,  the  changing  tendencies  in  the 
United  States  would  he  effective,  and  the  harhed 
wire  fence  that  now  surrounds  it  he  removed,  or  its 
repulsive  features  removed,  it  would  he  seen  what 
might  he  expected  in  the  future,  if  in  the  past, 
against  such  adverse  circumstances,  so  much  had 
heen  done.  Meantime  in  Canada  the  question  of 
the  future  was  pressing.  The  necessity  for 
some  change  was  apparent.  Right  Hon.  Joseph 
Chamberlain  had  said  Canada  could  not  remain  as 
she  is,  and  a  great  many  more  felt  that  some  change 
in  policy  so  far  as  it  affected  the  United  States  must 
occur.  The  change  could  take  on  the  shape  of  .some 
kind  of  commercial  bargain  by  which  each  section 
of  the  continent  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
other  than  it  had  hitherto  been.  Mr.  Wiman  now 
eet  forth  at  length  his  well  known  views  as  to  the 
benefits  of  continental  free  trade  known  as  unre- 
stricted reciprocity,  commercial  union,  a  North 
American  Zollverein  or  some  form  of  trade  unity  as 
between  the  United  States,  as  now  ire  vails  be- 
tween the  provinces  of  the  Dominion  and  the  United 
States  of  the  Union. 


Which  shall  it  be— Unrestricted  Reciprocity 
or  Continental  Free  Trade  ? 

The  results  to  Canada  of  the  impending  Presiden- 
tial election  in  the  United  States  will  be  most  im- 
portant. It  may  be  doubted  if  ever  before  there 
was  an  electoral  contest  in  one  country  quite  so 
important  in  its  influence  upon  another.  Yet  there 
is  good  hope  whichever  side  wins.  The  Republican 
party  are  pledged  to  Reciprocity,  and  if  they  are 
sincere  in  that  desire,  there  is  no  direction  in  which 
the  principle  can  be  applied  so  advantageously  as 
toward  Canada.  But  to  get  these  advantages  Can- 
ada will  have  to  give  as  well  as  take.  Unrestricted 
must  be  the  term  descriptive  of  her  reciprocity  if 
she  is  to  secure  it,  and  that  means  practical  Free 
Trade  between  the  two  countries.  It  means  a 
uniform  tariff  against  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
discrimination  in  favor  of  American  manufactures 
in  exchange  for  the  market  which  American 
consumers  afford.  When  Canada  is  ready  for 
real  reciprocity,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  real- 
izing it  from  the  Republican  party  should  they  still 
control  the  destinies  of  the  neighboring  Republic. 

But  meantime,  should  the  Democratic  party 
come  into  power,  a  different  state  of  affairs  will  pre- 
vail, though  in  the  end  the  result  to  Canada  will 
be  the  same.  Only  under  Demociatic  rule  the  re- 
sult can  be  sooner  brought  about,  and  there  will 
not  likely  be  an  indulgence  in  the  policy  of  pressure, 
a  retaliation  that  seems  of  late  to  have  moved  the 
Republicans.  There  has  been  an  idea  among  lead- 
ing men  in  that  party  that  political  union  might  be 
forced.  The  agricultural  schedule  in  the  McKinley 
bill,  the  Sault  Canal  enforcements,  and  the  threat 
to  abolish  bonding  privileges,  are  among  the  indica- 
lions  in  that  direction. 


The  Result  of  a  Democratic  Triumph. 

With  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
United  States,  however,  a  totally  new  policy  will 
be  inaugurated,  in  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Cana- 
dian question  will  be  treated  in  a  broader  and  more 
statesmanlike  manner.  The  election  of  Mr.  Cleve- 
land will  mean  that  sooner  or  later  the  shackles 
will  fall  from  trade  as  completely  as  by  the  election 
of  Lincoln  the  chains  dropped  from  the  slave.  It 
will  rest  with  Canada  to  say  how  far  an  event  which 
almost  equals  each  other  in  beneficence  will  affect 
her.  //  she  is  ready  to  accept  a  similar  situation, 
and  reverse  Tier  policy  from  protection  to  free  trade, 
she  will  participate  in  all  tke  benefits  that  follow 
unrestricted  intercourse.  But  all  the  freedom  can- 
not be  on  one  side  only.  A  free  market  for  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  in  Canada  must  follow  a  free 
market  in  the  United  States  for  Canadian  pro- 
ducts—for her  food  products,  her  raw  material 
equally  for  her  manufactures.  The  same  condi- 
tions will  prevail  under  Democratic  rule  as  under 
Republican  rule,  so  far  as  interchange  is]  concerned, 
so  far  as  concerns  uniformity  of  tariff,  discrimina- 
1  ion  and  unrestricted  intercourse.  True,  under  the 
Democrats  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  tariff  will  fol- 
low, commencing  doubtless  with  raw  material  and 
food  products,  because  this  can  be  done  without 
disturbing  vested  interests  created  by  protection. 
But  the  Democrats  are  just  as  intent  upon  getting  a 
market  as  they  are  upon  giving  one,  and  the  atti- 
tude of  Canada  toward  the  United  States  has  cer- 
tainly been  such  as  to  compel  them  to  discriminate 
against  the  Dominion,  and  to  insist  that  a  market 
be  opened  in  the  North  in  exchange  for  one  in  the 
South.  Continental  free  trade  will  likely  therefore 
be  the  prevalent  policy  should  the  Democrats  pre- 
vail. The  term  reciprocity  is  likely  to  disappear 
from  the  nomenclature  of  ruling  American  states- 
manship as  the  Democrats  regard  it  as  a  leaf  filched 
from  their  primer,  though  many  regarded  it  as  a 
welcome  tendency  in  their  direction.  Free  trade  in 
the  long  run  with  all  the  world,  and  Continental 
free  trade  as  the  first  instalment,  will  be  the  direc- 
tion of  the  pendulum  swinging  in  the  opposite  way 
to  that  of  the  McKinley  tariff.  But  unless  [the 
Foster  tariff  in  Canada  comes  down  in  equal  pro- 
portion, and  a  disposition  toward  freedom  is  shown, 
the  Democratic  triumph  in  the  United  States  will 
have  no  significance  for  Canada.  Hence  under 
Democratic  rule  in  the  United  States  the  party  in 
Canada  which  in  the  long  run  will  win,  should  in- 
scribe upon  its  banners  Continental  Free  Trade. 

A  Democratic  Triumph  anil  Annexation. 

"Perhaps  the  most  marked  result  of  Democratic 
triumph  in  the  United  States  will  be  a  serious 
set-back  to  the  annexation  sentiment  in  Canada. 
The  strongest  argument  in  Canada~at  the  present 
time,  in  favor  of  Political  Union,  is  that  there  is  no 
hope  of  close  trade  relations  on  any  other  basis 
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■with  the  United  States.  This  has  never  heen  true, 
yet  the  growing  tendency  of  the  Republican  party 
is  to  encourage  that  idea,  and  the  more  annexation 
is  talked  about,  the  less  likely  is  reciprocity  from  the 
Republicans.  But  with  Democratic  success  these 
conditions  completely  change.  The  Democratic 
party  is  pledged  to  the  freest  trade.and  certainly  free 
trade  in  raw  material  and  cheapened  food  products, 
which  will  form  nine-tenths  of  what  Canada  can 
at  present  supply.  Hence,  their  success  will  mean 
that  the  moment  Canada  expresses  a  desire  to  trade 
freely  by  making  a  market  for  what  she  needs  from 
the  United  States  for  what  the  United  States  needs 
from  Canada,  that  moment  the  barrier  between  the 
two  countries  will  disappear.  With  a  Democratic 
triumph  in  the  United  States  it  can  be  no  longer 
urged  that  there  is  an  unwillingness  to  deal  with 
Canada  on  terms  the  most  liberal.  Equally  no 
longer  can  annexation  be  argued  for,  on  the  score 
of  inability  to  accomplish  the  greatest  possible 
results  by  a  business  bargain,  irrespective  of  po- 
litical union.  The  Democratic  triumph  will,  there- 
fore, do  more  to  keep  back  the  growth  of  annexa- 
tion than  any  other  outside  event,  provided  the 
people  of  Canada  respond  to  the  desire  thus  ex- 
pressed by  the  American  people,  to  trade  freely  with 
each  other  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Anglo-Saxon  Unity  in  Trade. 

A  union  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  trade  and 
commerce  in  the  example  set  by  England  for  all 
mankind,  and  in  the  example  within  the  United 
States,  Is  hope  of  the  world.  A  larger  space  of  the 
earth's  surface  has  been  subdued  by  the  freedom 
of  intercourse  than  by  any  other  force.  Comfort, 
happiness,  intelligence,  intellectual  development, 
and  all  that  goes  to  make  up  the  sum  of  human 
blessedness,  is  more  the  result  of  freedom  of  trade 
than  by  a  policy  of  restriction  and  exclusion  of  all 
people.  The  people  of  Canada  should  now  realize 
this.  Her  young  people  in  vast  numbers  were  leav- 
ing her.  Estimating  each  person  who  had  left  the 
country,  aa  having  cost  $1,000  for  food,  clothing 
and  education,  before  reaching  maturity,  her  loss 
in  the  past  25  years  by  actual  expenditure  on  the 
million  of  people  who  had  departed  was  not  less 
than  a  billion  of  dollars.  No  young  country  had 
ever  been  subjected  to  such  an  enormous  drain, 
such  a  process  of  exhaustion.  To  save  this  vast 
loss,  to  have  so  enormous  a  sum  safely  invested  by 
the  efforts  of  its  people  remaining  in  this  new 
country,  was  surely  the  higheststatemanship. 

Reverse  the  Existing  Policy. 

It  was  Anglo-Saxon  sense  that  would  carefully 
investigate  and  readily  admit  the  truth  if  found  in 
error.  Hence  he  urged  a  dispassionate  and  econo- 
mic consideration  of  the  policy  of  Anglo-Saxon 
unity  of  Qreat  Britain,  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. That  would  benefit  the  United  States,  enrich 
England,  and  help  Canada  to  the  position  which  her 


vast  areas,  her  geographical  position,  her  wealth 
and  the  vigor  of  her  people,  demanded  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Sir  Thomas  Farrer,  one  of 
the  wisest  of  English  economists,  has  recently 
said  in  an  American  magazine  :  "  Free  commercial 
dealings  between  Canada  and  the  United  States,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  mother  country,  would  be 
grudgingly  assented  to  at  home,  and  would  no  doubt 
create  a  bitter  feeling  in  the  United  Kingdom.  But 
if  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  both  to  relax 
their  protective  policy  and  to  invite  trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  well  as  with  each  other,  all 
people  in  the  British  Islands  would  no  doubt  hail 
with  delight  the  prospect  of  bringing  the  United 
States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada  into  closer 
an  t  more  harmonious  relations,  by  means  of  un- 
restricted commercial  intercourse."  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether,  in  the  forthcoming  presidential 
election  in  the  United  States,  the  policy  of 
better  trade  relations,  finds  favor  with  the  American 
people ;  if  such  is  the  result,  the  first  step  will  likely 
be  a  free  trade  relation  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  because  that  would  mean  free  raw  ma- 
terial, and  cheapened  food  products,  a  cardinal  doc- 
trine in  the  Democratic  decalogue.  If  tree  trade 
can  be  created  between  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, surely  it  will  be  a  welcome  instalment  toward 
a  closer  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

Imperial  Federation  a  Mistake. 

As  to  the  proposition  of  the  Imperial  Federation- 
ists  to  commit  Anglo-Saxon  unity  to  Great  Britaia 
and  her  colonies,  it  would  seem  as  if  it  were  an  at- 
tempt'to  restrict  it  within  very  narrow  limits.  In- 
deed, an  Imperial  Zollverein  would  be  far  less  a 
benefit  to  population  than  even  an  North  American 
Zollverein.  Thus  the  United  Kingdom  had  a  popu- 
lation of  35,000,000,  Canada  5,000,000,  Australia 
3,000,000,  West  Indies  1,000,000,  British  Africa 
1,000,000,  Crown  Colonies  and  Dependencies 
1,000,000,  total  46,000,000.  True,  India  and  its 
200,000,000  of  natives  are  not  included,  but  they  are 
in  no  sense  a  factor  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  unity  of 
the  race  any  more  than  is  China  or  J  apan.  Compare 
even  this  46,000,000  with  the  population  of  Ger- 
many 45,000,000,  Austria  42,000,000,  Russia 
80,000,000,  and  the  United  States  65,000,000.  The 
talk  of  an  empire  on  which  the  sun  never  sets,"  a 
"Zollverein  or  union  of  nations,  increasing  in 
strength  and  grandeur  as  time  goes  on  "  seems  to 
have  a  slim  justification  when  the  Anglo-Saxon 
population  outside  of  the  British  Islands  foots  up 
to  only  11,000,000  of  people.  Canada,  both  in  area 
and  population,  forms  nearly  one-half  of  it,  and 
what  Canada  gets  from  the  rest  of  it  seems  ex- 
tremely problematical.  Free  and  unrestricted  in- 
tercourse is  now  afforded  with  35,000,000  in  Great 
Britain,  3,000  miles  away ;  an  equally  free  and  un- 
restricted intercourse  with  double  that  number  in 
the  United  States,  Just  next  door,  is  equally  pos- 
sible. This  would  make  a  zollverein  far  more  im- 
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perial  in  its  measure  of  advantage  to  Canada  than 
federation  of  the  British  Empire  in  commerce.  The 
one  is  tangible,  possible,  eminently  profitable.  The 
other  is  remote,  illusive,  and  problematical  as  to  a 
profit. 

Will  England  Deny  Continental  Free  Trade? 

An  Anglo-Saxon  unity  on  the  ground  of  unre- 
stricted trade  between  Great  Britain,  United 
States  and  Canada  is  not  a  remote  possibility.  A 
freedom  of  trade  prevalent  on  this  continent  would 
enormously  advance  it.  If  the  McKinley  bill  can 
be  obliterated  along  the  whole  northern  border  of 
the  United  States,  surely  it  is  a  welcome  instal- 
ment. Shall  Canada  deny  it  to  herself  because 
England  is  not  just  at  the  moment  included  ?  Eng- 
land surely  will  ask  no  such  sacrifice. 

The  Future  of  Canada  Full  of  Promise. 

The  result  of  such  a  unity  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race  would  be  to  place  Canada  in  the  van  of  nations. 
Possessing  now  the  only  field  for  European  emi- 
gration, abounding  in  riches  of  nature,  she  would 
offer  to  the  world  the  fulfilment  of  the  seer,  like 
the  words  of  Emerson,  so  gloriously  realized  in  the 
United  States,  yet  only  partially  completed  in 
Canada,  the  greater  half  of  the  continent.  "  We 
live  in  a  new  and  exceptional  age.  North  America 
is  another  name  for  opportunity.  Its  whole  history 
shows  it  to  be  the  last  best  gift  of  Providence  to 
mankind."  Canada,  that  is  the  larger  half  of  this 
gift  of  God  to  the  world,  is  cabined  and  confined 
because  some  cotton  combine  might  be  interfered 
with,  because  some  sugar  interests  might  fail  to 
provide  sugar  for  the  party  that  sustains  it,  be- 
cause some  whiskey  syndicate  of  half  a  dozen  firms 
must  get  rich  by  taxation.  How  miserable  seems 
the  subterfuge  that  binds  within  narrow  bonds 
this  huge  Sampson  of  strength  and  power,  this 
sleeping  giant  of  the  world,  this  vigorous,  forceful 
home  of  a  section  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  What 
possibilities  abroad  has  this  land  of  raw  material, 
of  cheap  food  products,  of  abundant  water  power,  of 
a  brave  and  patient  people,  and  enormous  distribu- 
tive facilities. 

The  Trade  of  the  East  for  Canada. 

Why  should  not  Canada  follow  in  the  wake  of 
Anglo-Saxon  civilization  toward  the  nations  of  the 
East.  Imperial  f  ederationalists  will  claim  India  as 
a  part  of  their  advantage  in  their  trading  scheme. 
Why  should  not  Canada  claim  Japan  as  her  peculiar 
field  of  profit.  Already  a  great  and  most  noble 
transportation  system  points  in  that  direction, 
already  have  Anglo-Saxon  ideas  penetrated  that 
vast  people.  The  English  language  has  been  es- 
tablished as  the  vehicle  of  thought,  schools  and 


universities,  students  in  England  and  the  United 
States  by  the  score,  and  an  absorption  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  wares  is  everywhere  evident.  One  may 
fancy  the  youth  of  the  40,000,000  of  Japanese  rap- 
ping  at  the  gates  of  China  and  opening  new  fields 
for  Canadian  products  and  the  fruits  of  Canadian 
skill  and  invention. 

Room  in  Canada  for  Millions. 

Why  Anglo-Saxon  unity  is  the  hope  of  the  world 
is  found  not  only  in  what  it  has  achieved  in  the 
past  and  will  achieve  in  the  future,  but  in  a  special 
degree  is  Canada  destined  to  fulfil  that  hope  by  her 
development.  Here  is  room  for  future  millions 
that  must  from  Europe  come  this  way.  The  United 
States  have  already  exhausted  their  arable  soils 
and  a  land  hunger  has  set  in  that  only  in  Canada 
can  be  appeased.  Besides  this,  if  in  the  last  decade 
the  world  over,  population  increased  eleven  per 
cent.,  and  the  area  of  production  only  three  per 
cent.,  Canada  must  be  relied  upon  as  the  future 
granary  from  whence  must  be  drawn  the  future 
food  supply  of  the  world.  Thus  with  the  develop- 
ment possible  only  to  Anglo-Saxon  unity  it  is  lite- 
rally the  hope  of  the  world. 

The  Impending  Change  in  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  said  that  Anglo-Saxon  unity  on  a  trade 
basis  is  hopeless  as  long  as  the  United  States 
pursues  its  present  policy  of  protection.  This  is 
true  enough  if  there  were  not  already  hope  and  cer- 
tainty in  the  reciprocity  policy  of  the  Kepublic  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  equal  certainty  of  the  un- 
shackling of  commerce  by  the  Democrats  on  the 
other. 

The  tides  ebb  and  flow  with  no  greater  regularity 
than  nations  learn  and  unlearn.  The  pendulum 
that  sways  one  way  to  the  scheme  of  protection,  as 
embodied  in  the  McKinley  tariff,  is  almost  certain 
to  swing  to  the  other  extreme  in  the  advanced 
position  which  Chicago  Democrats  insisted  the 
democratic  party  should  occupy.  The  impending 
election  will  certainly,  within  the  next  lew 
months,  change  the  whole  aspect  of  a  possible 
commercial  union  between  the  English  speaking 
people  on  this  continent.  At  any  rate  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  be  found  on  the  side  of  enlarged  re- 
lations with  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  world  moves 
as  the  Anglo-Saxon  civilization  progresses.  If 
the  great  schism  that  the  American  revolution 
created  could  be  healed  by  a  close  commercial  union 
of  its  three  great  branches,  commencing  with  that 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  a  new  hope 
would  open  its  portals  of  promise  for  our  native 
land,  for  the  Mother  Land,  for  our  Kinsman  across 
the  border  and  for  all  Mankind. 
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